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C H A P. I, 

Contains a trite defcription. — An accident 
neither interejiing nor uncommon. — An 
unexpeiled rencounter y which is produ^i- 
ive of a converfation- piece the Reader 
may or may not approve^ according to bis 
particular tafte or inclination.. 

ON E difmal dreary morning, in the 
winterly month of November, did 
a male fervant of fir Christopher 
Gliffen's, bart. alight at a littlcthatch^. 
cd ale-houfe, by the road fide, bet^ine 
ColeJhiU and Birmingham^ in order toob* 
tain fome fmall r^frelhnaent^ 
: Vol. I. B K^ 



It Ithe Hijiory of Major Bromlev 

As he was. well known and refpcftcd 
by the hofl: arvd hoftefs, he was received 
with the utmoft cordiality; his horfc 
duly attended to, and himfelf conduced 
to a :tolerable fire in the kitchen. 

In a dark corner of the dark chimney, 
adjoining to an old oaken fcreen, flood a 
high wicker chair, occupied, at that junc- 
ture, by a young fellow who had been 
thrown from his horfc, within a few yards 
of the Duke of Cumberland's beady as the 
vilely daubed fign was called. 

^£FOR£ this unfortunate guefl: waa 
placed an ., ungain three legged ftool, 
which fupported, with becoming dignity, 
an earthen pot of warm Warwickfi>ire-aley 
9 nut-brown loaf, and a flice of. cheefe. 

Master Jacob, faid the landlord 
(addrelTing the baronet's fervant, as he 
ulhered him into the kitchen) I am heart- 
ily glad you was fo near fhcker before 
the ftorm came on, it will be a terrible 
one indeed, added he (the rain beginning 
to bc^t forcibly againft the miferable win- 
dow) but, brufhing on for the chimney 
corner, as the moil eligible place at that 
jundlure, here is houfe room fufficient, 
continued he, for we have noa company 
at prefent, faving that ill fated gemmon 
(pointing tp the occupier of tlie wicker 

chair) 
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Atir) whofc vicious beaft has played 
htm a trick : ah, cried he, (baking his 
head in a picy-fecling manner, I am lure 
my dame's heart bled for him when (he 
faw him down. 

Jacob advanced, nothing doubting. 
And, taking his ftand diametrically op-- 
pofite the ftranger, gave him a condoling 
nod ; telling him, at the fame time, that 
he was forry for his mifliap, but hoped 
lie had na gotttn much damage. 

The young fellow lifted up his head, 
in order to make proper acknowledge- 
ments for this kind falutation, when Ja- 
cob, having an opportunity of viewing 
his face, fell to capering and dancing 
about, like a mad man, to the no fmall 
aftoniftirhent of the landlord and his 
bruifed gueft : at length, throwing his 
arms about the neck of the latter, in a 
wild kind of tranfport, he bellowed out, 
my brother Joe, my dear brother Joe, 
what has brought thee hither? 

Joe, having difengaged himfelf from 
the uncxpefted and rough gripe of his 
boifterous brother, and reconnoitered 
him a few moments, anfwered his inter-; 
rogatories very fatisfa<aorily. Then re- 
turning and rccongratulating each other 
on their happy meeting, and Jacob he- 
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ing accommodated with a broken backed 
wooden chair for the convenience of fit- 
ting near the fire, they began to enter 
vpon the particulars of their feveral fitu- 
ations. 

. Jacob, who was a (hrcwd lout, took 
a hearty puU at the good creature 'y then, 
pufliing the mug towards his companion 
with one hand, and fcratching his dif- 
orderly looking head with the other, 
faid their houfe was in confufion ; for 
why, his worfhip was taken mortal bad 
fome few mornings agon ; you mun 
think, continued he, that the head of a 
family*s being fick, mun make fbme ftir 
fpecbujly when there is good picking all 
are upon the gape. Much carrion many 
€rows, but all's one for that, to be fure 
4jv<iry . one knows it would be a fine 
windfall for mafter Arthi^r, if fo be 
his worlhip fliould kick one over the 
perch. 

But hald a bit, hald a bit Jacob, faid 
Jo^ (claping his brawny fift upon the 
ftQol,> the, more cffeftually to interrupt 
his. curk>us harangue) his woribip has 
more, children than he. 

Aye, aye, truly, replied Jacob (nar- 
rowly cfcaping an ugly accident by at-* 
leijTptiDg to lean back; in his chair, 

whicJi 
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y^hich would not admit of fuch in- 
dulgence) there is mafter James the w^r- 
cbanf, as good afoul as ever trod in flioe- 
Icather. And mifs Margaret, who, 
between you and I, is not much better in 
her temper than fhc Ihould be-, but, leafl: 
faid fooneft mended, mark that, my 
boy; again attacking the half empty por, 
then recovering his breath, and changing 
his accent for the dolorous, he reflimed, 
and there ought to have been m-after 
Henry. — Some folksr, Joe, will have a 
deadly fcore to-wipe off upon his ac- 
count; but mum, cried he (-repeating hi« 
draught, by way of expletive) it is no 
■fefead and butter of our*s; 
' You or I, Jacob, faid Joe, with an 
fioneft fimplicity, couM never llcep ' iii 
our beds, if we were to wrong any one, 
for fear of the devih but, iord help us^ 
exclaimed he, with uplifted halids,- it i§ 
clear another thing with the l^entrj^, they 
never mfncii^ nor. his ww^!j nbther! 

Why, thou block-headl-returned J acob^ 
with an air of fuperiorify — if they were 
to fear hirtt-^the world would foon be 
at an end — that's all. 
' I Don't fee that, fakl Joe, grtatly dif- 
appointed at his brother's abrupt conclu- 
fion, having gaped three fcconds, in ex.- 

B 3 5j^&^v:>\x 
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pcdation of hearing (for he looked upoa 
Jacob to be high learned) a bright rea- 
son afligned for gentle-folks affuming fo 
bold a privilege. 

Well, but (refumed Jacob, difre- 
garding his brother's diffatisfaftion) all 
this argufies nothing with refpeft to maf- 
ter Henry (here the landlord ftept in 
and became one of the company) aye 
Joe, he was the moft pitiful^ free hearted, 
handfome gemmon, onefhould fee'on a 
fummcr*sday, as mine hoft Splaxon can 
witncfs, cafting a look of appeal upon 
the landlord. 

Splaxon opened his mouth, in order 
to corroborate Jacob's tcftimony, but 
he proceeded, I may fay; without difpa- 
ragement, he was the flower of the fiock^ 
althof his worfhip will not fuSer his 
name to be fpoken afore him, becafs he 
did not marry zbughies iovX,unt like maf- 
tcr Arthur. 

The more's the pity, faid Joe, fighing 
from a genuine compaflionate impulfe ; 
but gentlefolks will do as they will. 

I TELL thee, faid Jacob, haftily inter- 
rupting him, it is better following the 
plough than ferving fome of them.— 
U^hough, indeed, added he, in a lefs imo* 
patient accent, I muft contefs,that^ as our 

butler 
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fewtlcr fays, bad*s the beft now a days, and 
therefore he*s a foolifti ninny that wilt 
not bear fnfiall evils without flouncing. . 
Good mafters, faid' Spl axon (adding 
a frcih billet to the declining fire) make' 
good fervants. Had but his honour maftci' 
Henry lived to have fcen this day, he^d 
hsLvtJhowed you the odds of it.— ^1 could 
cryAike a new-born babe, continued he,. 
when^I but think how he was turned 
adrift, good foul as he was,, for no crime' 
in the varfal world. An it had Tioa been 
for him, my dame would have furely becrt 
Ipft when-fhe lay in of our Michael, nor 
fliouldl have had a place at this hour to 
put my head ii*.— You know, faid he, ad- 
drefling Jacob', how he would con^e^and 
come fo joyful to gi us his little pocket- 
money as he received ir, and how . ht 
woukii^^ let his worfhip Fcft until he had 
bated twenty IhiHings a year in our rent^ 
and granted us a long leafe.* Aye,coul(t 
I but live to fee him reftored to his nght,r 
added the poor, grateful, afflided landlord 
< wiping his eyes with the corner of his 
neckcloth) I could die irv peace, but God 
will blefs him, n^aftcr Jacob, wherefoevef 
he is gone, and prafper all his underuk- 
logs. 

B4 I^ 



8- ^be Hijlory of Major Bromley 

It is a folly to talk, Splaxon, faid Ja- 
cob, but the fun does not ihine this day 
upon his feller. 

His/^//(fr,indecd! quoth Splaxon, toff- 
iog up his honeft head in defiance ; his 
feller is not to he fund in all chrillendom, 
1*11 uphold it, and that's a bold word. I 
am never weary of talking of him. 

BuTj where art thou now, Joe ? inter- 
rogated Jacob. Joe fetched a deep figh, 
hung down his head, and was filenr. 
. What, cried Jacob, out of place out 
of heart. 

' Joe gave an aflcnting nod. Well well, 
I fee how it is, continued he, but don't be 
caft down, my bay; thtworferluck now the 
better another time, thou fhalt eo home 
with me, and mabapy inftcad of loobying 
all thy days at cattle-keeping, we may 
make a man of thee. I am to thee as a fa- 
ther (being a dozen years elder than him,, 
neighbour Splaxon) and will aft a fa« 
tberly : part by thee. Thou art notdif-! 
ablcd by thy hlUart? 

Job replied, that he had gotten no 
other hurt than a hearty douce upon the 
noby and a broken elbow ; and now thaC' 
he bad recovered his fright be would fol* 
low him to the world's end. That the 
hofller ac the king's^headat Birmingbam^ 

had 
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had hope him to the marc which he had 
promifed to return found and fpcedily. 

Ne'er trouble thy noddle about that,, 
fald Jacob, for an we but get fafc home 
we fhall not want the means of return- 
ing her whilft his worlhip lives; for why 
the doftor's houfc who tends him is 'at 
Birmingham^ and his man Zeikle is as 
honeft a lad as ever broke bread. 

These matters--being adjuffcd to their 
fatisfa6tion, the ftorm abared,>and'them- 
felves-fufBciently refrelbed,.thcy remount-, 
ed their fevcral animals (having pre^ 
vioufly exchanged many hearty fqueczcs 
of the fift with the landlord, and good 
Y^ifhes.with the landlady) and fet forth 
for the feat of fir Christopher Clif- 
FEN, which was fituated at about a quar-' 
ter of a mile's diftance, from a pleafant' 
heath in lVarvoick(hire. 

Joe made a moll woeful appearance,* 
his jay/s being tied up with an ill lobk- 
fng coloured handkerchief and his clcJathar 
wretchedly befrii^ared, they neverthelcfs 
jogged on in a.felf-fatisficd manner, be- 
^uiUng tbc'.hours with fecial chat. 
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CHAP. IL 

Contains fome ejjential hints for the better 
comprehending the enfuing hijlory . — Man^ 
new perjonages introduced to the Rea^ 
der's acquaintance. ^^The charaSer of a 
father natural enough^ though not the 
tnoft amiable in the world, — A love ad* 
venture. — A weddings with much buftle 
and confufion. 

WE fliall take the opportunity of 
the brother's journeying, to bring 
the reader acquainted with the Cliffen 
family in general. 

Sir Christopher, who was now 
fuppofcd to have attained the final period 
of his human exiftencc, was, in many 
refpc^ls, a valuable member of fociety v 
as he never failed to countenance and en- 
courage indufl:ry,.or relieve the indigent : 
his. fervants paifed their days in peace^ 
and his tenants were Grangers to op- 
prefljoa.. 

* The&e good qualities were, neverthe- 
lefs, in great meafure, obfcured by that 
too common foible, an over fbllicitudc 
for the perpetuation of the name and 
grandeuf: of his family^, to which he wa^ 

aa 
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an abfolute dupe ; and, though a foible \a 
the firft inftance, generally terminates in* 
the moft blameable injufticc^ 

Heaven had bellowed three fons and 
one daughter upon him ; but his ruling 
paffioa abovementioned, directed his 
whole attention to the fingle purpofc of 
accomplifhing and enriching his heir^ 
and incited him to treat his other chiU' 
dren with coldnefs and neg4eA. 

The heart of fir Christoph!ER would 
e2tult with ambitious delight, when he' 
contemplated Mr. Henry's agreeable 
form, or liftened to his engaging con* 
vcrfation; and he would^ as it were, pro- 
phetically exclaim, upon fuch occafions* 
How will he grace the houfe of peers ! —y 
How evidently is he calculated for tht 
higheft dignities ! — 

But, unfortunately, the defires of this 
Fi&ng fun were humble and unafpiring^ 
Hcearly contrafted aprejudice m favor of 
merh though unfavored by fortune, and 
ftupidly preferred the fociety of a fenfible 
and ingenuous trader to all the flutter and 
parade of the moft fafhionable fop 5 a 
ftupidity that was amply^ puniftied by a 
train of heavy misfortunes, though un« 
renounced cve» with his latcft breach. 

B 6 At 
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At the fame fchool with Mr. Henrv 
Cliffen was a young gentleman fitu- 
ated, whofe genius and difpofition foon 
engaged his warmeft attachment; tliey 
were ranged in the fame clafs, performed 
their exercifes and their fports together, 
and, when removed to the univerfity, had 
the happinefs (as they deemed it) to have 
apartments contiguous to each other. 

This youth, whofe name was Robin- 
son, was intended for a phyfician, not- 
withftanding he bad a natural averfion 
to that ftudy ; for, as it was his misfortune 
to be wholly dependent upon a whimfical> 
narrow- fouled, illiterate relation, he was 
rot permitted to chufe for himfelf. 

In" this relation's opinion (who was a 
refined trader) a phyfician and a gen* 
ticman were fynoninous terms, nor could 
he compreh^'nd why genius and capacity 
fnould not be as obtainable at the univer-. 
iity^ as the rules of arithmetic in a 
compting houfc, or that his nephew, fup-. 
ported by his fortune, could do no other 
• than fliine in whatfocver employment he 
iliould think proper to force him into. 

Mr* Robinson would not' have hefi-^ 
tated to comply with hia uncicfs injunc- 
tions, how little foe vcr they. jriighr cor- 
rcfpond with his owo itsclination, had not 

his 



bis fituation been the mod: untoward and 
difcouraging imaginable. 
- IThr man who derives an eftate front 
his own induftry has an undoubted rightr 
to bcftow it upon whomfoever he pleafcs. 
Young Robinson was the laft perlbn 
upon earth that would have murmured 
at fo juft a privilege, had notfome part 
of hifi uncle's. condu6t fuggeftcd appre- 
henfions that could not fail to wound a 
delicate or rcfledfcing mind. 

The preceding year to his being 
placed at college, an unlucky accident 
threw an agreeable (thou]gh unworthy) 
young woman into the old gentleman's 
way, whofe influence oVer him foon be- 
came altogether unlimited, in the dou- 
ble capacity of his companion and houfe- 
keeper. 

A POOR phyfician, in this jrouth's opi- 
nion, was the pooreft of all beings j and 
he would therefore have gladly engaged 
hi fome profeffion wWcre diligence and 
rndiiftry alone would have been advan- 
tajgeous, as a lenitive, in cafe his uncle 
fliGuld make a different difpofition of hii 
large poflcffions j than .he flattered him he 
intended. He had ventured more than 
once to rcmonftrate with him upon the 
. • ' . fxibjefti 
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fubjeft, but had ever the mortification ta; 
find him immoveable. 

The misfortune this young gentle- 
man labored under, though fevere in 
it^s kind, was, by no means, a fingular 
one ; innocent children's fuffering for the 
errors or vices of their parents being a. 
calamity that every age ha^ experienced^ 
without preventing it's perpetuation. 

His father was maftcr of many real 
accomplifhments, and would unqueftion* 
ably have made a figure in life had not 
the fingle merit of prior exiilence to his 
brother given him prtfumptive claim to 
a handfome patrimony. Flattering pro- 
fpefts are fufficient of themfelves to mif- 
lead a lively unguarded imagination,, 
what cfFcft can we then expeft them ta\ 
produce in conjundlion with that bane 
of youth, falfe praife ? — We are indeed 
as naturally incited to tickle the ears o£ 
our fuperiors, from a view to our own 
intercft, as we are reftraincd from befl ow- 
ing too much confideration upon our in* 
feriors, by the palpable abfurdity of the . 
thing. — But O happy eouality, what ra- 
tional felicity is thy gift 1— • By thee our 
vanity is deprived of it's poignance, our 
folly is checked iait's full career I- — For 
thou cauieft the pride of fuperiority to 

drop 
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firop it's wing ; whilfl: fricndlhip, unop- 
prcfled by greatnefs, and. unlufpedcd 
of fcmlity, glows with more than native 
beauty T — 

Younger fons, as if born out of due 
' time, are early informed of their fate» 
commerce or a commiffion.— Mr. Ro-' 
BiNSON's uncle was, from his very in- 
fancy, inftru6led in the exceHent art of 
accumulating. He knew the value of 
every different fpecie; and could trace z 
little unit, through its various multiplica* 
tions, until it was fwelled to a fubftantial. 
plumb : whilft the heir imbibed the 
more elegant notions of circulating and 
dillipating what his anceflors had pro-^ 
vided for him* 

Nature had mofl: peculiarly formed 
Mr. Robinson's father for deftru<5tion. 
Gay and volatile in his difpodtion, mild 
and indolent in his temper, and utterly 
unacquainted with thofc needful, but me- 
chanic virtues, prudence and reflexion. 
The worn out track of propriety appeared 
beneath his confideration. He wasfome- 
times however ftartled at the extrava- 
gances .he was guilty of, but he had the 
confolation to know they were faihion- 
able, and thac- to ftrive againft the ftream 
was the work of aSisxpHus s he therefore 

. glided 
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wasabfolutely repugnant to him -, for,not- 
wkhftanding his fex enabled him to caft 
off the yoke and pu(h himfclf in life, he 
was fenfiblc (he muft remain at the merc)r 
of this wrongheaded and unfeeling- 
hearted mortal ; or, in all probability, in 
order to avoid one evil, plunge hdrfelf 
into many. 

Mr. Cliffen was well acquaintedT 
with his friend's diflatisfaftions and took 
every poffible method to amufe and en- 
tertain him; and, as Mr. Robinson's 
houfe was only five miles from college, 
they made frequent cxcurfions and fpent 
the chief of their leifure time in company 
with Mifs RoBiNSONj who was moft wor- 
thily the ohytdi of her brother^s tcndereii 
afieftion. 

- She was young, rnexperienced, and 
(redulous. Her gentle unoffending heart 
hever fuggefted to her either a malicious 
•r revengeful thought. Tender of her 
neighbor's frailties, and prone to for- 
give injuries, (he little conceived by what 
oppofite motives the generality.' of the 
world were actuated. 
. Mr. Cliff£N was ever promoting^ 
this agreeable intercourfe; as he ima* 

£'ned bis friend could at no time be 
ppier than when iiftening to bis fifter'a 

engaging 
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engaging chat. How natural to judge of 
others' inclinations by our own! — Mifs 
Robinson was indeed the beginning 
and the end o£ all his wiihes, and, un« 
mindful of the confequcnces, he fought 
only the prefent gratification of behold- 
ing and convcrfing with her. 

The fordid fcheming uncle, hackneied 
in mean artifices and underhand prac- 
tifes, knew too much of life not to impute 
young Cliffen*9 vifits to his niece's ac- 
count, and, as he thought him worth tak- 
ing in, mod diligently, though covertly, 
promoted their private interviews. 

Eloquence is often the child of love; 
With Mr. Cliffen it was an innate 
perfcftion. No wonder then that he 
pleaded his own caufc fuccefsfuUy (na* 
turc his beft Brief) obviated his Kitty's 
every objeftion and prevailed upon her 
to be his at all adventures. 

The morning appointed for their nup- 
tials was unclouded and ferene, no lower* 
ing (ky, no drooping flowers prefaged 
their evildeftiny ; but the elements, flatter* 
ing as their hopes, fmiled encouragement 
upon them, only to render the frowns of 
fortune more terrible. 

The unwelcome news of this injudici- 
ous marriage was too foon conveyed ta 

the 
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the ear of fir Christopher. The gal- 
ling difappomtmcnt of all his fanguine 
cxpeftations rendered his rage intcmpC'*' 
rate and unworthy of hunfianity. 

He inftatitly difmherited this once 
loved fon, and forbade his brothers or 
fifters Ibewing him the moft diftant 
countenance or holding the flighteftcor- 
refpondence with him, on the penalty of 
total reprobation. 



je H A Fi 



find Miss Cliffen* z^ 

CHAP. lU. 

^mjhortl hut contains fome naturdl opera^ 
" iiofii, fif a ffroveli^gfpirit. t-A Qtnruer* 
' fatm, ^fender ^ 'p^tbetic^ atid alh thati 
[ tt^h a. fitr fetched fcheme of 'bdppinefs. 

MR. Cliff EN endeavored to fup- 
port the fliock of Ms father's un- 
expected feverky with becoming forti- 
tude, for, notwithftanding he was well 
acquainted with the violence of his tem- 
per, he had flattered himfelf that the 
united tye of nature and affedtion (whca 
the firft guft was over) would have 
Operated no Icfs kind than powerful upon 
his heart j he neverthelefs preferved the 
appearance of fatisfadion if all was no^ 
fo perfeftly at eafe within. 
\ His lovely wife, the innocent caufe of 
his deprivation of fortune, mourned in 
filence. Her unafpiring wifhes would 
indeed have been amply gratified with 
a bare competence, and her hufband's 
Jovev could (he but have perfuaded her- 
feJf tfiat his deiires did not bound beyond, 
but.the apprehenfion of narrow finances 
fitting heavy ujgon him blafted hei; 
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A LEGACY of three thoufand pounds 
had been happily left him by a relation, 
which was now become his whole de- 
pendance inftead of a good five thoufand 
a year he was born to. A fevere cala- 
mity . to a generous mind, that de- 
lighted in difFufing that felicity around 
it, which a delicate and judicious diftri- 
bution of the gifts of fortune, infallibly 
communicates to the modeft, uncom- 
plaining, worthy diftrefled. 

Many unfuccefsful attempts having 
been made to efFeft a reconciliation with 
fir Christopher, Mr. Robinson's af- 
peft became Jefs and lefs favorable 
towards his new nephew, and at length 
his avarice was fo predominant that he 
gave him to underftand, in rather unkind 
terms, that the fooner he accommodated 
himfelf with a habitation the better, as 
he had thoughts of changing his condi- 
tion, confequently ihould want more 
room. 

Mr. Cliffen's too quick fenfibility, 
was deeply wounded by this rough com- 
pliment, it indeed threw him into an 
agony, he was unable to conceal. 

His afflifted wife hung over him in 
tender anguifh, and befbught him for her 
fake to rccollcA himfelf. Alas! fard fhe, 

I find 
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1 fiiid the meafure of my forrow is not 
yet complete, muft I not only be the 
fatal inftrument of yout reduftion from 
affluence .to penury, but muft I deftroy 
your peace and life ? 

' 1 AM alhamcd, returned this aflPcc- 
tiohate hufband, I am aftiamed of my 
weaknefs ; delicate, or more properly 
proud feelings, but ill fuit the poor man. 
— Time, my love, will abundantly re- 
concile me to my change of fortune, 
a change which I regret more on your ac- 
count than my own. — How did I fondly 
flatter my felf, continued he, preffing her 
to his bofom, that I (hould have had the 
power of exalting your merit to its due 
eminence. — But even that wifli, added 
he, fighing, was but vanity.— -The means 
of happinefs is ftill within our reach, 
notwithftanding . affluence has forfaken 
us, and poflibly, at fome future period of 
our lives, we may confider even this 
cruel incident in a different light to what 
it appears to us. — Then, paufing a few 
minutes, he refumcd, be affured, my 
Kitty, the higheft and mcanefl con- 
ditions are the moft vicious as well as 
moft diflatisfaftory ; the parade of cere- 
mony being no Icfs fatiguing to an in- . 

genuous^ 
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CHAP. IV. 

A vety heavy reading chapter^ hui cptUains 
matters^ of high importance to this hiftory. 

SI R Christopher retained his re- 
fentment againft his firft-born'in full 
vigor (at lead in appearance) to the end 
of his life ; but, as he had intended both 
his other boys for bufinefs, he was 
greatly diftreffed left Mr. Arthur, the 
fecond eldeft, (hould be incapable of be- 
coming the fine gentleman. 

He had beftowcd merely what he 
called a fuitable education upon him for 
a trader, which amounted to little more 
than an extenfive knowledge of figures. 
In order, therefore, to clear him from all 
mercantile fuet, he fent him to France^ 
under the tuition of an empty, foppifh, 
felf-fufiicient fellow; who returned him, 
at the expiration of a couple of years, into 
his father's hands, licked to his heart's 
defire.— 

^The travelled youth, though inter 
ality devoid of every valuable accdm- 
plidiment, had the addrefs to impofe 
himfelf upon his father and friends for a 
youth of parts. He was mafter of a 

ihcering 
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fneering kind of wit, — a mean com- 
plaifancc, and an artful difcrction. He 
could fmile, though unconfcious of every 
pleafmg fenfation -, — weep, thougli un- 
touched by grief or compaffion, — and 
fawn upon the pcrfon he dcfpifed. 

He was particullary happy in catching 
people's fentiments and fquaring hia 
converfation accordingly. And, by the 
affiftance of a ftrong memory, was fo 
judicious an obferver of time, place and 
circumftance, as to elude all detedion. 
: * This fubtile young man foon reton- 
ciled his father to the lofs of Mr. Henry, 
and having an innate, and, for his early 
time of life, extravagant, paffion for 
money, he made choice of a wife that not 
only gratified, but exceeded his father's 
fondeit ambition. 

The lady had merit, but Mr. Ar- 
thur did not give himfelf the trouble 
of examining it, as (he yielded her pcr- 
fon and fortune implicitly to her father's 
difpoTitdon, flattering herfelf (he could 
command her afFe£tions at will. It was, 
however, ftrongly fufpefted that (he re- 
pented her too paflive obedience, as her 
countenance betrayed the infelicity of her 
heartj ootwithAanding her lips were difr 
erectly fealed.— She only Jived to ©v<i 
C ^ ^ ^^^ 
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fir Christopher a grand-daughter,— 
and was then configned to the family vault 
with very little regret, as her chief ap- 
parent virtue, was the being merely in- 
ofFenlive.~ 

At the period of fir Christopher's 
illnefs, his grand daughter was eighteen^ 
his own daughter five and thirty, — his 
youngeft fon a bachelor having accumu-* 
Jated a plentiful fortune by commerce 
and valuable legacies, had purchafed a 
houfe in the neighborkood of his far- 
ther, for his chief refidence, where he 
hourly lamented his brother Henry'3 
unhappy fate* 

Mr. Henry had not been heard of for 
fix and twenty years, confequently Mn 
Arthur was confidered as legally heijr 
to the family title, as fir Christopher's 
reprobation of that unfortunate gentle- 
man (in due form of law) had made him 
to the family eftate. 

But, .to return to the travellers, Job 
find his brother no fooner reached 
Cliffen .park, than they were informed 
that fir Chkistophea was fpeechlefs^ 
and expeAcd to expire every moment. 

Not ja heart in the family but expe« 
fieiicedy upon this occafion, the agita- 
tions 
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tions of hdpCr fea^r, or generous com- 
pailion, 

Thr domcftics (ex^cept in the article 
of renouncing Mr. Hehry) honored 
and revered their matter. 

Mr. James Cliffen lovred his far 
Cher's virtues, pioufly pitied and con- 
cealed his infirmities, and mofc linccrely 
wifhed his recovery. 

Miss Margaret (as (ir Christop- 
Pher's daughter wa^ called, to diftinguifti 
her from his grand-daughter) was deeply 
follicitous concerning her future pro^ 
-vifion. 

: Mias CliffEn's unfergncd afFeftion 
for her graprd-papa occafioacd: the r^- 
flcftion of her bcifig about to lofc him foi;^ ^' 
:«vcr; to her an h^art wounding one. j 

Mb. Arthur was not without his 
apprehcnfions ; but his ambition to mak« 
a figure in life, and (hake off the rcftraint 
^f parental authority, caufcd them to 
flow fxom a mott unnatural fource. 

The merchant, alias. Mr. James 
Cliffen, never quitted his father's 
apartment, from the moment he was 
fcizcd with his alarming diforder^ until " 
he expired. 

•i Hia tender care and affiduity appeared 

^highly grateful to the dying man ; and 

C 3 K^ 
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he would frequently prefs his hand and 
labor to articulate fome commands he 
feemed to have for him— but in vain; 
the faculty of fpeech was denied him ; 
notwithftanding he retained his reafon 
until the lateft period of his cxiftence. 

When his daughters (a$ he called both 
aunt and niece) approached his bed, he 
was placid and compofed, but Mr. Ar- 
thur's appearance threw him into great 
agonies. Thus he languifhed until the 
fifth day, when, after a few convulfive 
pangs, he gently departed. 

1 HIS miftaken gentleman, in confor- 
mity to his fond defires, for the fupport 
of his family confequence, bequeathed 
his whole cftate to his fon Arthur, 
except three thoufand pounds to mifs 
Margaret and a fimilar fum to the 
merchant-, mifs Cliffen*s name was 
not mentioned in the will, and indeed it 
would have been extraordinary if it had, 
as it was made previous to her birth, and 
was that very identical inftrument fir 
Christopher had drawn up in the full- 
nefs of his wrath at his fon Henry's 
.match. 

Miss Margaret was highly diffatis- 
fied with the fmall provifion ber father 
had made for her ; but, on the m.crchant!s 

promifing 
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promifing (he (hould be no lofer at the 
long run, (he thought proper to mitigate 
her refcntment. 

It may not be malapropos to obfervc^^ 
that, notwithftanding fir Arthur (as he 
was now called) had been maftcr of 
fufiicient artifice to prcfcrvc the utmo(t 
decency and decorum, both in his con* 
du6t and converfation^ that he was by no 
means averfe to the pteafures of life (as 
its debaucheries are corruptly ftyled) 
amongft which his miftrefs and his bot* 
tie held the firft place in his eftimation. 

His views, however, upon his father 
had occafioned his vilits to the lady to be 
more private and lefs frequent, than he 
could otherwife have wifhed, and laid 
him under infinite rcdraint with refpcft 
to the gratification of his other darling 
pafiion. But now^ that the impediment 
was removed, and he happily found 
himfelf at liberty to indulge his natural 
inclination, his pride or prudence, fug- 
gefted to him, that it would be uncce(rary 
to have fome one about his daughter in 
the capacity of companion, or gover- 
nante, to prevent the too clamorous cen- 
fures of his neighbors for negledting his 
home, with fo lovely an inhabitant. 

C 4 He 
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He was far from being attached to his 
filler, and had but a very mean opinipa 
of either her difcretion or.underftanding, 
licvertbelefs, as by her continuance at 
his houfe he fhould avoid the expcnce he 
muft neceflarily have incurred by a 
ftranger's attendance, he determined to 
give her an invitation, to the no fmall 
mortification of mifs Cliffen, as her 
aunt's fentiments and her*s were not Iq 
the Jeaft correfpondent. 

The truth was, that mifs Margaret 
was endued with a fimilar difpofition tQ 
the baronet's, which, to defcribc in one 
word, was moft uniformly unamiable. 

Her perfon was thin, prim and tAlJ» 
much pitted with the fmall pox» and 
ftrikingly defective in her fhape; notr 
withftanding which feveral impcrfccf 
tions, ftie was fo far in charity with her 
own fweet figure, as to believe it capable 
of exciting admiration in the breafts of 
her male beholders, and envy amongftthe 
1cm ale. 

She affefted a cruelty which had no 
exigence in her nature, Dor indeed, if it 
had, was (he ever fo happy as to have an 
opportunity of cxercifing it. But as her 
lovers were loft ere they cppld be jgftly 
faid to be won Ihe was wont to impute 

it 
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it to that difdainful manner with which 
fhe treated them.— Poor wretches (as (he 
would frequently fay to her maid Dol- 
rv) I am forry for them — but what 
would they have one do? — It is not my 
ifitcntion fo look fevcre— biit my eyes, 
Dolly (giving the girl at the fame time 
a twinkling fpecimen) were formed to 
Command, not langui(h. 

Hilt mece, in the bloom of youth 
and beauty, was^ diffident of her own 
merit, and entirely unaflTuming, ihe pof- 
fefled at fprightly, humane and engaging 
difpofuiqn ; was gentle in her manners, 
and delicate in her tafteand converfa- 
tion. Notwithftanding her aunt's be- 
havior was far from dsUming it, ike ever 
paid her the uttinoft d^ence and xc- 
fpeft. She indeed knew not a contrary 
conduft, as duty and propriety were her 
governing principles. 

Sia Arthur, according to the ex- 
ample' of his father^ alleged them one 
maid between them, who, happily for 
mxis Cliffen, was a well difpofed, chear-' 
ful voung woman, and had long been 
molt fincerely attached to hen 

C i? CHAR 
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CHAP. V. 

Contains a tale of faid import — the con^ 
fequence of Jacobus eloquence--^ an ex^ 
, traordinary difcovery — with anfohition 
the reader could have but little expired. 

TH E nurfe, who attended fir Chris* 
TOPHER during his illnefs, did not 
fail to comunicaie to his fcvcral dome- 
Hies, his apparent anxiety to make him-, 
fcif underftood, with infinite exaggera- 
tion. 

Various conje<5lures and cabals, ac- 
cording to the difierent rank and fagacity 
of thofe fccond and third hand gentry, 
were the confequence of that alarming 
intelligence. 

The ileward (hook his head, and was 
fignificantiy fifent. 

The foot: men threw out many un- 
intelligible intimations, whilfl: the maids, 
forming into parties, by their terrified 
countenances, half whifpers, ihrugs, &c« 
&c. denoted their apprehenfions. 

, But the ever eloquent Jacob did not 
confine himfelf to inuendos, for, the 
fuccecding evening to fir Christo- 
*>her's dlcparture, havbg, by the mere 

dint 
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dint of dexterity, obtained a chearing 
glafs beyond his ufual cuftom, openly 
harangued his clafs of dependants (Job 
ftahding at his right hand in mute ad- 
miration of his amazing knowledge and 
elocution) with repeated inftances of peo- 
ple's never being at reft, that died in the 
manner his worftiip had done until they 
revealed their heart's defirc. 

His audience increafed as he pro- 
ceeded to prove, that a vifit might too 
reafonably be expefted from their -matter 
(God reft his foul) dlibofthty fhould all 
fee him put into his cold grave with 
their own eyes. For why, continued he, 
we all know that the grave can hold 
cmly our flefhly part, where as our fpirit 
(that found like magic drew them all 
clofe to one another) can wander about 
this or any other houfe, in fpite of any 
one. What are locks and bolts, exclaim- 
ed he (exalting his voice) againft a 
gboftler or fpirit, that can whip you in at 
a key- hole or the fmalleft crevice ; fland 
at your bed's feet, without your feeing it, 
and call you by your name, alib^ it 
never knowd you afore. 

Sir Arthur's bellringing haftily, 

difperfed the affrighted affembly, the 

heads and hearts of the female part replete 

C 6 with 
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with horrible chimeras; infomuch diat 
they thenceforth ftarted at their own 
fhadow5, trembled at the fcreech owl*!. 
voice, and were evca difcompofed by 
the harmlefs cricket's chirp ; whilft the 
more courageous men, though they en- 
deavored to prefervc the appearance 
of bravery, crept about the houfc with 
heart felt trepidation. 

Sir Arthur was entirely ignorant of 
the weak apprchenfions of his family, 
until an accident brought them to his 
Icnowledge, notwithftanding they had 
uninterruptedly prevailed for the whole 
iuccceding month from fir Christo* 
pher's interment. 

Thz antient cuftom of adorning kit<* 
chens with holly and bay»leaves the eve 
preceding chriftmas, though finking into 
oblivion in th6 polite metropolis, is 
rcligioufly obfervcd by rural maids. 

Unfortunately forthofe two dam* 
jels whofe immediate province it was tq 
perform that anniverfary rite at fir Ar* 
thur's, the village clock ftruck twelve 
Jbefprc they could accomplifli it, — Tre* 
mendous hour 1 -^ when church-yards 
jMlWn and the blue* burning taper denotes 
the approach of beings fupei natural, 

Bridget 
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BmDoiT and Joicb, whilft the clock 
yet (truck, exchanged a glance of fad 
difmay. ~ Then, arm in arm, with 
palpitating hearts— -not daring once to 
look on this fide or that— they traverfcd 
the long gloomy lobby that led to their^ 
apartment. 

When fafe arrived; with trembling 
hands, they foon undreffed themfelves;— - 
and, in the fame inftant, both immerged, 
beneath the covering of their truckle 
bed — fnug and fecure. 

But, ere they had tafled the balm of 
foft repofc — the bed — ah, horrible to 
tell! — (hook under them — a monftrous 
bulk repeatedly attempted to raifethem 
up— they, half deftraAed, cried aloud 
for help — then, leaping up, alarmed the 
houfe — fir Arthur, Jadies — all came 
forth. 

1'he poor affrighted creatures told an 
incoherent tale, of what they had felt, 
and, falling oh their knees, befought fir 
Arthur to fend that inftant for the par- 
fon to eafe his wor(hip*s mind, for, till he 
had fpokcn they were Jdriain fure MJ^ 
never be at reft. 

Sir Arthur's brow was immediately 
eontraded by this intimation, and, call** 
ing tbem^ fools, ordered his fteward ta 

take 
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take the (louted fellows with him, and 
examine the houfe, for he was well con- 
vinced the living, not the dead, had 
occafioned all that confufion. 

The fteward was an honeft, well 
meaning man ; but, as he did not poflefs 
the brighteft undcrftanding upon earth, 
his heart mifgave him, infomuch that he 
ventured to difobcy his matter's pofitivc 
commands. 

Sir Arthur was now infenfcd be- 
yond all meafurc. — - Block-head ! — 

daftard ! — cried he, in the moft vehe- 
ment accent, muft I then lead the way ! 
dare your cowardly fouls follow me! 
•--give me my piftols I'll foon demon- 
ftrate thcfe fimple creature's folly. 

. But, what pen could do juftice to this 
grand proceflion ? — it indeed baffles all 
defcription, — Be it fufficient then to fay 
— -They fearched the houfe — and found 
— under the damfels' bed — a — fturdy 
hound — the caufe of their affright.— 
But ftrong impreffions are not foon erafed. 
•r-^They feared and doubted ftill — fir 
Arthur was piqued at the bumkins' 
incredulity, and, in order to divert their 
minds from fuch idle, and with refpcA to 
the family difgraceful, ideas, refolyed, 
gn returning to his apartment, to make 
an excurfion to London. 

CHAP. 
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Contains new /cenes — new fentimeniS"^ 
, Mew cbaraSiers — et tout chofe de nou^ 
, veaux. 

SIR Arthur's rcfolution was highly 
agreeable to the ladies, as they had 
long wiihed to vifit the metropolis, but^ 
as mifs Margaret had been within an 
ace of making an ugly flip there in the 
days of her youth, they both defpaired of 
ever meeting with a happy opportunity. 

Sir Arthur's memory was feldom 
defeAive, nor did it fail him upon the 
prefent occaGon; but, as his fmer was 
barely twenty when flie contracted an 
improper acquaintance, he was inclined 
to confider it as an error peculiar to her 
age, and that fixteen years' experience, 
and the well known pride of the Cliffen 
family (though, by the way, it was chief- 
ly centered in himfclf) would fccure her 
from every fuch ftep for the future,, or, 
iet her condud, at worft, be ever fo 
^lameable,. he had that cpn^dence in, his 
i^aughter's ' principles, as to believe flic 
Would preferve herfclf clear of every in- 
fe£lion» and pay an impEcit obedience to 

all 
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all his injundtions ; a confidence which 
the whole tenor of bei'irrejproachable be- 
havior had eftablifhed, and juftified. 

f RE little affair mifs Margaret had 
been engaged in, promifedto have turned 
out very prettily; had not fir Chrwto- 
PHER, byfome fatal means, got an ink- 
fing of it (and, from a hafty and er-^ 
roncous judgment, deeming the perfoni 
iinworthy of her) hurried her into the 
country,, never more to return. 

She .had not the lead fufpicion of hif 
eruel defign, but imagined, when fhc 
found the carriage was afcending High* 
gate- hill J that they were taking an airing 
in the city tafte, merely fof the plcafurc 
of defcending again. But fhe did not 
long enjoy that/happy delufion, for, as 
they were whirling briflcly through the 
town, fir Christopher, imagining he 
had nothing farther to fear, began ta 
give vent to his great refentment, which, 
for -many preceding hours, bad been un- 
ipeakably troubleipme to him. 

Im the midfl of hisrevrlifig, he charged 
her with the bafe, the groveling inten- 
tion, of uniting herfelf to a little dirty 
dancing matter's apprentice •, no lefs con- 
temptible in his figure, than in his con- 
nedtions and tmdcrftanding, made manv" 

coarie 
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coarfc obfervatrons upon her tafte, and 
proceedings>andaffured her, that, though 
he (hould not bear her the fame afFeftion 
as ufual, he would fpare no pains to pre** 
vent her difgracing her family. Thatlhc 
had feen her laft of London^ nor (hould (he 
be trufted to her own conduft, even in the 
country •, for he would havefpics upon her^ 
wherefoever (he went ; nor could (he com- 
plain of fuchtrcatment,asherown folly and 
meanncfs hadocca(ioncd it. 

Miss Margaret was too well ac-^ 
quainted with her father's difpofition, ta 
attempt her own juftification. However, 
mortifying, fevere, or groundlefs the re-» 
proachea he made her \ (he could have 
born them all with fortitude, had he a<H^ 
thrown out that bitter declaration of heir 
never again returning to the place (he 
had been trepanned from. 

Happy was it for fir Christopher^ 
that he had proceeded with fo much cau* 
tion ; for, rather than have forgone the» 
fatisfaftions (he enjoyed, (he would have 
purchafed them at the expence of her re- 
putation and liberty. 

Her brother Arthur exulted in her 
humiliation ^nd fuiferings, as heforefaw 
he (hould reap no inconfiderate advan*- , 
tage &om tbem^ by having her fortune 

left 



42 ^be Hiftory of Major Bromlev 

left in his power, or perhaps, feeing her 
wholly dependent upon himfelf for a 
provifion, and he was indifferent which 
of the two, his father might be provoked 
to fix on : nor could he frequently for- 
bear giving her feme (harp cuts, out of 
the malignity of his heart, upon the pretty 
hand (he had made of it. 

Miss was wont to retort upon him 
with great acrimony, and would in- 
finuate, that there were people whofe con- 
duft could as ill bear a fcrutiny as her's, 
but, happily for for them, they po(re(red 
a larger (hare of art. As to the fwain, 
Jhe ftrenoufly infilled upon, it, that he 
was born and bred a gentleman, although 
fhe muft acknowle^e fortune had not 
been altogether fo favorable to him as 
he deferved ; all which did but expofe her 
to her brother's further ridicule and con- 
tempt. 

Mr. James Cliffen was commiflion- 
cd to hire a houfe for his brother and 
family, at the polite end of the town. 
He had quitted IVarwickJhire a few days 
after his father's funeral, on pretence of 
urgent bufinefs ; though, in reality, to 
avoid coming to an open rupture with 
his brother, whofe proceedings he had 
teng obferved with the higheft concern 
anddifapprobation. Notwith- 
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Notwithstanding this gcntlemaa 
was not pcrfcflly free from fome fingu- 
larities, he might juftly be deemed an 
amiable charader. 

He was indeed warm in his attach- 
ments, and warm in his refentments ; but 
humanity and benevolence were his moft 
prevailing paflions, 

Gr atitude was alfo a lively principle 
with him, confequently he was incapable 
of forgetting a brother to whofe un- 
common tendernefs and generofity he 
had been indebted for all the happy pe- 
riods of his infant date. 

Never did injunction coil a heart 
more fevere pangs than the one he re- 
ceived from bis father, of not corref<« 
ponding with, or feeing, Mr. Henry, 
nor would he have had fufficient refo- 
lution to adhere to it, however fatal 
the confequence, had not that gentleman 
moft confiderately withdrawn bimfelf 
forever from his knowledge, declaring, 
in a farewel letter be fent him, imme- 
diately befote his journey, that he was 
determined never to involve any dear 
relation in his misfortunes, but would 
bear him the fame afiedion in his re- 
treaty as in thofe happier days when he 

was 
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was not confined to the bare profefiioif 
of kindnefs. 

Mr. James would continually enter- 
tain his niece, in every private interview^ 
with repeated inftanccs of her uncle 
Henry's moft benign difpofition, and 
conclude with telling her, that, but for 
her converfation, and the convcrfatibn 
of one family, he was acquainted with 
in London^ his life would be a bur- 
then to him ; the lofs he had fuftained in 
being deprived of fuch a friend and 
relation having imbittercd all his cnjoyj* 
ments. 

Miss Cliffek, as has been alreadjT 
mentioned, was miilrefs of many amiablr 
qualities^ both perfonal and mental, but 
her beft recommendation with her uncle 
was a refemblance he fancied (he bore of 
his dcccafed brother (for fuch he ever 
confidered him) and the tears, that would 
involuntarily fteal down her lovely 
checks, when he was mcft pathetic upon 
his favourite fubjeft, fo irrefiftibly at- 
tacked him, that he would refolvc to- 
devote his whole life and fortune to the 
promotion of her happinefs and her*s al- 
one, except, as a gentle fuggeftion would 
inform him» he could prevail upon one 

particular 
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particular lady to be propitious to hia 
humble wilhes. 

He was, by no means^ delighted with 
the news of his brother'^ intended jour- 
ney, as it was impoffible with them to 
meet, without bickering and wandering* 
He had, however, no right to oppofe his 
inclinations, in points that did not im- 
mediately relate to himfelf ; therefore, 
he fo far complied with his requcft, as to 
apply to a perfon of condition, who was 
under fome obligations to him to permit 
her houfe-keepcr to provide them a fuit^ 
able habitation* 

This jady was a vifcount's widow: 
who had great property abroad at her 
hufband's deceafe, which fhe would never 
have recovered, but through the indefa- 
tigable induftry of Mr. James Cliffen,. 
to the prejudice of her owa and her: 
•daughter's fortune; confequently, he was; 
ever a welcome guefl: with them both, 
.and his requefts confidered as marks of 
^iendihip. 

The merchant's attachment to lady 
Hampton was cf a peculiar nature, her 
merit as a wife and mother, her perfoa 
and fine underftanding, had made a ten- 
der impreflion upoa his heart : but hi& 
paflioa wa& hofH^iefay . (ot her kdyihip 
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had, to his knowledge, declared (he 
fhould think herfelf unworthily treated 
by any future propofals for changing 
her condition, however advantageous 5 
as (he had attained an inexcufable period 
for fuch a ftep (though only forty one) 
her child fupplying to her every charafter 
(he could have conneftion with. 

This declaration had the defired efFeft 
in fuppreflSng the merchant's growing 
hopes; for his partiality and intentions 
had not efcaped lady Hampton's pene- 
tration ; and, as (he wi(hed to retain his 
friendfhip, (he took that method to pre- 
vent her lofing him in the lover. 

Mr. Cliffon waited on her lady(hip 
the morning after his receiving his bro- 
ther's letter, and, ha>^ing communicated, 
the contents, the houfc-keeper was (after: 
receiving due inftruftions) difpatched in 
queft ot a habitation. 

She had been but a few minutes dif** 
miflfed, before their company was aug- 
mented by the dropping in of a young 
officer, who was nephew to lady Hamp- 
ton and a moft extraordinary favorite 
of Mr. Cliffen's. 

The merchant, delighted at the ren- 
counter, as he had not feen the Major 
fince his returafrom a foreign expedition* 

congratulated 
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congratulated him, \vith the moft friend- 
ly warmth, upon his happy efcape from 
fuch dangerous circumftances, as the na- 
ture of his command muft have expofcd 
bim to. 

When they refumed their feats, Mr. 
Cliffen enquired, with an honeft curior 
fity, into the particulars of the attack, it 
was a defperate one, indeed, continued 
he, and I trembled for your fafety both 
upon your own and your family's ac- 
count. 

When the Major had, with unwea- 
ried complacence, anfwered all his inter- 
rogatories, he began to inveigh againfl: 
our polite, ambitious, and (as he, in the 
rcfentment of his heart, ftyled them), 
treacherous neighbors, for occafioning 
tj many brave lives to be loft in repelling 
their dating encroachments. When he 
had run himfelf ajmoft out of breath in 
invedives that. did honor to his own 
goodncfe of heart, however ill applied, 
bis heat began to abate, when, foftening 
his accent^ he naturally enough funk- 
into himself and his own concerns. 

Major, faid he, fmoothing every face 
of difpleafure from his brow, I am en- 
des^vorihg, by lady Hampton's means, 
to jprocure a houfe in town for the accom- 
modation 
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modation of my brother's family wichia 
your neighborhood, I hope you will be 
triendly and introduce your coufm to the 
acquaintance, at leaft, of my niece and 
lifter, they are both fingle, added he^ 
fmiling, and you fhould have my con&nt 
to go a ftep further. 

What fay you, Bromley, interro^ 
gated lady Hampton, are you difpofed 
to change your condition-, mifs Cliffbk 
is a young, handfome, and, as I have 
been informed, fenfible lady, with a fine 
fortune. I don't fee where you could 
make a better choice. 

Unless, replied the merchant (cafting 
a look at mifs Hampton) he fhould have 
a defire to become a nearer relation to 
your ladyfliip. 

Fanny and Bromley's difpofitions, 
returned lady Hampton, are, by no 
means, calculated for fuch an union , or, 
I doafTure you, Mr. Cliffen, they Ihould 
have had my confent \ not tliac 1 would 
be underftood, continued her ladyfhip^ 
pieafantly, to intend a compliment either 
to the one or the other, for the objeftion 
I fhould make is to the parity, not dif* 
parity, of their humours. 

Surely, my good aunt, faid the Ma- 
jor, you are introducing a new fyflem, 

can 
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can difagrccmcnt arifc from fimili- 
tudc? 

Iw this particular, Bromley, return- 
ed lady Hampton, I am convinced ic 
may •, however fecming the paradox. -1- 
You have both, from your infancy, affec- 
ted a love of repartee, and I have of- 
ten obferved, that, rather than not re- 
turn the ball, you have had recourfe 
to a little acrimony ; which, though 
:a pretty ieafoning in common converfa- 
tion, is a dangerous ingredient in the 
matrimonial *^ and, too frequently, de- 
ilroys the more amiable emulation of ex- 
celling only in afts of kindnefs and bene- 
volence. 

But it is rather unkind, my dear ma- 
dam, faidthe JVIaj or, drolling, to de- 
clare agaiult us, without firft making 
yourfelf acquainted with our fentiments. 
What a terrible wound would you have 
given my poor tender heart, if it had 
received a due impreffion of mifs Fan- 
ny's charms, but, as we- have thrown, 
or in all probability may throw away, 
our inclinations, on lels worthy objefts, 
your ladylhip's declaration has no terrors 
for me. Ah, my coufin, added he fmarc- 
ly, I hope I have not made an unfeafonable 



50 The Hiftory of Major BROMLSy 

difcoverjr, your complexion feems con- 
fiderably heightened. 

Mr daughter feldom wants anafliftant, 
Bromley, faid lady Hampton, in fre* 
turning the compliments you are pleafed 
tobeftowupon her; button this pccafiot), 
I cannot forbear giving you nr.y fen- 
timents ; I may be partial, but fuch is my 
confidence in my girl's principles and 
under/landing, that, I flatter myfelf, flic 
wiJl never make a choice that deferves 
a blufli. 

Your lady(hip has the addrcfs, K- 
turned the Ma jor, to wheedle us into the 
very conduft you wilh we fliould obfcnrc. 
But [ know — 

Would you infinuate, faid her lady- 
ihip, haftily interrupting him, that a 
young woman ought to be aflbamcd of 
appearing fufceptible of real merit j Fan- 
JHY has palTed the girlilh period (the 
young lady had jufl: entered her one 
and twcntiethyear) and has her mother's 
example for her fanftioh, who did not 
blu(h to acknowledge her fenfibiltty of 
her lover's merit (the merchant fighed 
profoundly) or bcftow hei* haod public- 
ly upon him, the merchant coughed, 
.hemmed, wid was, apparently affc6tcd; 

A TRUCE 
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A Truce^ a truce, good madam^ 
faid the Major humorqufly. — I am 
too well acquainted with the depth of my 
own capacity-to engage with you on any 
fubjea-, but, if Mr. Cuffen will give 
me leave to fet him down, we will dif- 
cufs this point, unawed by your fup- 
perior judgment. 

. Mm. Cuffen accepting the Major's 
^flfer, they took their leave immediately, 
the morning being pr^ty far advanced. 

I wfSH, fir, faid the Major, as the 
cbafiot drove from the door, you would 
ikvor tne with your company to dinner 
to day, as I fhall have a couple of young 
friends with me, whom 1 (hould take a 
particular pleafure in introducing to your 
acquaintance : I am well convinced their 
merit would engage your higheft ap- 
probation. 

How widely different, replied Mr, 
Cliffen, is your tafte and inclinations 
to the geoerallity of young fellows ; the 
company of one of my time of life, 
unlefs a notorious debauchee, would be 
confide red by them as a reft rain t upon 
their mirth ; but with you ■ 

Every worthy heart is acceptable, 
rtpWdi the Major, with fome warmth, 
of whatever age or denomination its 
D 2 ^SSsJSks^ 
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pofTcflbr ; but we are getting out of the 
route to Grofvenor-ftiuare^ thereforct if 
you will permit me ((looping to reacb 
the check cord) I will order my fervants 
to drive diredlly home. 

It is impoflible for me, my good 
friend, faid Mr. Cliffen, preventing 
the Major's intentions, to accept your 
invitation at this junAure. I have had 
an ugly cough upon me for fome time^ 
and am advifcd by my phyficians to 
jtry the Brijiol waters; I propofc leav- 
ing town in a few days and have fame 
affairs I muft fettle before my depart- 
ure, which will require pretty clofe ap^ 
plication. Yoq know how I difliket con- 
tinued he, the ceremony of bidding 
adieu ; it fo much refembles the melan- 
choly farewel of mortality that I would 
wifh to experience it only upon that oc- 
cafiori. — I always make my laft vifit 
previous to my leaving town at your 
aunt's. — This time it has anfwered many 
purpofes. — For I had not heard of your 
ariival, and was mod agreeably furprii^ 
cd when you dropped in upon us.— I 
indeed regret that we can enjoy fo little 
^f each other's company at prefent ; but, 
as I propofe continuing only a monfk 
jor fix weeb^ at Briftoh I do flatter my- 

felf 
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felf I Ihall fee you again before you cm- 
bark on any future expedition. — You 
fliall receive the earlieft notice of my 
return; when I Ihall expeft you will 
oblige me, by an unceremonious intro- 
duftion of your friends. — You have 
prepared me to think highly of them, 
as I know you incapable of recommend- 
ding ' thofe you do not approve, and of 
approving without Angular merit. 
' The expeditious carriage foon ftopped 
at Mr. Cliffen's door ; when, (baking 
hands, with heart-felt afFeftion, not me-^ 
ehantcally, according to the cuftom of 
the prefent age, .they parted with mutual^ 
reiu£tknce;/ 1 ^ 
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CHAP. VIL 

Ccntaim an opening to the hiftory of Ma - 
JOR Bromley— W/A& incidents and con-r 
vnfations the Author flatters bimfelf 
will amufe if not inftruSi. 

THE Major had no fooner parted 
from Mr. Cltffen, than he re* 
flecited that he had it in his power td 
oblige lady Hampton, in a moft fingu- 
lar degree, by complimenting fir Ar» 
THUR with the ufe of the houfe (as that 
lady gladly embraced every opportunicjr 
of evincing her gratitude tor the obligar 
tions Ihe was under to the merchant) 
and, (hould it be neccffary for him to. 
quit it for their accommodation, previous 
to his receiving the expefted orders for 
a fecond embarkation, he could have a 
comfortable apartment in the fame habi- 
tation with his young friend ; he, there- 
fore, rung the bell in a few minutes after, 
his arrival at home, and ordered his prime 
fervant to fally forth, at an early hour 
in the morning, to communicate his 
friendly intention. 

Mr. Dixon, by whom his matter's 
orders were ever obeyed with the utmoft 

puD&uality 
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punftuality, arofe with the fun, and had 
gained the right hand turning into Brook" 
Jireety at'thefouth corner of Grcfvenor- 
fquare whciv he was unluckily met by * 
valet of a very diflfercnt fpecics to himfelf^ 
namely, foppifti, infolent, and vain; 

Dixon was far fronli being pleaied ar 
the rencounter, and endeavored to fhun- 
him, but the affedVed Mr. Spruce pre-^* 
vtTMdi his dcfigfi, by lifping a good- 
morrow. 

Dixon returned his falute withdiftance 
and refervcy upon which the incenfed 
^'RucE feized him: by the button of his^ 
coar, atidv wifd a fienifkanc flirug, told 
htm he was' trur&d polite^ biit his be^ 
havior made him recolle£fc the old pro^ 
vepb— Like matter like mam 

Dixon burnt with rcfentment: ar, 
refledting upon his matter was touching 
him in the moft tender part. — ^ Wbea 
Spruce added, but I have thisconfolation 
that I beara tickle tail about me that will 
whip him into better manners. 

Mr. Spruce, replied the humble; 
Dixon (with a rebukive afpeA) I muft 
intreat you to wave all unneceflary flou- 
rifhes; lam a plain fpoken man, confe- 
quently have a plain comprehenBon. — ^ 
7 his I muft, however, tell you, that I 

^ D 4 have 
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have too much rcfpcft for my mafter to 
fufFer him to be unworthily mentioned 
even by your fupcriors; therefore, if you 
have occafion to fpeak of him, do it in 
fuch terms as his rank and fortune intitles 
him to. 

Why fo warm ? why fo warm ? Mr. 
Dixoi^, interrogated the fop with much- 
trepidation. — I intended no offence -, — 
it is my mafter's orders that I fhould wait 
upon your's with a fmall modicum of 
his fcntiments. I was only — 

A LITTLE too free with your tongue^ 
laid Dixon, interrupting him.^ but I 
fhall take it from whence it comesi and^ 
return with you in order to qonvcy your 
mafter's note to my matter. 

Spruce remained fuUenly filent, Dix- 
on apprehenfively fo, until they reached 
the houfe of Major Bromley. 

It was that gentleman's cuflom, con* 
trary to the polite examples of his neigh- 
bors, to fpend a long morning in his 
fludy, for which laudable purpofe he 
generally arofe at feven o'clock in the 
winter feafon, and fix in the fummer. 

Notwithstanding his religion, or 
particular tenets, might run counter to 
that writer's whofe mafterly language and 
noble fentiments in every other refpedt 

were 
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wf re tririy admirable*- his .approbation 
was not narrowly withheld, nor his ho- 
nor for the heart that diftatcd them in the 
fmailcft degree diminiflicd, for he con- 
fidered himfelf (with Mr. Addison) as 
no mor^ irititled to quarrel with a maa 
for not being of the fame opinion with 
hhnfelf^ than for not having the fame 
colored hair ; except when an opprcflivc 
Of uiichariuble fpirit was confpicuous.^ - 
. DixoK) having given due notice, en*' 
tercd his mafler-s rational retirement, 
with a tremor he could not account for ; 
and^ ftroking back his hair, as he de^ 
clined his head, by way of bow, flam* 
- merod out, A fervant from captain Far<^ 
BJLLh delues tofpeak with your honor. 

What, Dheon, faid the Ma jpR, with 
a look of benevolence, is his embafly of 
fuch importance as not to be communis 
cated to thee. — Well, Ihew him up* 

So, Mr. Spruce, faid the Major, as 
Dixon ufhered him into the apartment, 
your mafter has difjpatched you with an 
early meflage. 

SpAucs bowed ; and, with the auk- 
ward grace of clumfy imitation, prc- 
fented the note, his bright mafter had 
moft elaborately penned. 

D 5 Major. 
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Major Bromley perufed it with e- 
fteady countenance; then returned hit; 
compliments to the captain^-— and \m 
ihould find him a man of honor. 

Away tript Spruce. I 

Dixon, having difpatched this un*. 
welcome meflenger, returned to dr^. 
his mafter. Traces of an aflfedionate: 
anxiety were apparent in every feature;^ 
— He miftook the orders he received;-^ 
Slipt the Major's arm into .his raat^ 
the hind part before. — Fetched his haut 
inft^ad ot fword. — And, in ihort» wu 
overwhelmed by an unconquerable con-( 
fufion. 

The humane Major penetrated the 
caufe of his honeft fervant*s diforder^ 
and, by an eafy, chearfui behavior,, 
endeavored to difpel it. 

I SHALL return to dinner, Dixon I 
Oh fir. 3 

— I AM engaged this evening at lady 
Hampton's. 
— God prefervc your honor» 
You will prepare my things to dre(s» • 
— What will become of poor Dixon ? 
Major Bromley, who would, fear* 
lefs, have encountered the moft formida- 
blc French fleet, was affe&ed,.— his 

refolution 
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refolution fhaken^ his whole purpofe 
difconccrted-— I have altered my mind, 
Dixon } faid he, with vifible emotion, 
and will. not. go out till after dinner. 
Hdpme to a pen and ink. 

'The poor fellow was now unable to 
contain himfelf.— -Joy was too power- 
ful for him. — He, therefore, burft out 
into a deep bellow, nor were his audible 
ibbs .difgratefui to the ear of his worthy, 
maften 

Faithful creature ! — -Ineftam^lc 
token of undifiembled kindnefs ! faid the 
Major, in a low voice. — Then, raifing. 
it, you muft explain your behavior, 
Dixon. 

I BEQ your honor's pardon, replied 
Dixon, hefitating. — A challenge. — I 
ihould have loft my mafter. — He is. 
fafc. -— And I am happy. He coukt 
proceed ho farther : the ink he wa» bear- 
Vig to the Major was augmented by 
the falling of a big tear \ an^), in compafi^. 
fioa to the honeft' weaknefs of his foul, 
his confiderate mafter gave, him time to 
iccover himfelf by writing the following, 
kttcr: 
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To Captain Far&elu 
Sir J 
Tour fervant has this mondng ditivini 
a moft extract dinary biUet inia. mf bandsi 
upon a reperufal of which and em biif 
hour^s refieHion I am convinced J have Sum 
premature in my detemnnation. A mam ^ 
true honor will be as incapable of an mh 
worthy ailion^ in Grofuenor-fqmn'e as Hyd$i 
park. — If youwillthereforccome tomyJboe^ 
accompanied by whatfoever friend yom eb^ 
(hould be witnefs of our cenverfation^ be- 
tween the hours of eleven and one^ youjbalt 
receive all due fatisfaSlion fromy fir^ 

Tour's^ iSe. 

Francis Bromlet* 

You mud clear up your countenance^ 

Dixon, faid the Major, and be the 

bearer of thefe few lines to captain Far- 

HELL. 

Yes^ fir, faid Dixon, again trem- 
bling, with apprehenfion.*— I am ready, 
fir. — - 1 hope— — 

Yotr have every thing to hope, faid 
the Major, but, I promife you, youi 
l^ave nothing to fear, upon my account > 
empty founds Ihall not miflead me.. 
Nor will I hazard my immortal part, 
to humor the capri(^ of any coxcomb. 

Dixon 



Dixon no fooner quitted his mailer's 
apartment, than, opening a bureau, 
he took out a miniature pi&ure, gazed 
upon it with ineflfable delight ; kifled 
the lovely image, vowing to live to the 
lateft period heaven wouM be pleafed to 
pcimit— 'for that dear objeft*s fake. 
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CHAP. VIII. 

Contains a continuation of the MAjoa^it 
biftory.—The behavior of a naval com^ 
wander in a trying exigence'—withfima. 
iircumjiances of a lady*s life^ though ro» 
mantic to the laft degree in appearance^ . 
JlriSily conformable with truth. 

DIXON, on his arrival at captaia 
Farrell's, found the whole houfe 
m confuHon. Not a menial fervant but 
was apprifed of his mafter's gallant in- 
tention, and anxious for the event, not 
from a principle of kindnels but curio- 
fity. 

Mr. Spruce bore the uncxpcftcd al- 
teration of the Ma J or's mind, to his en- 
raptured mafter. 

Cowardly puppy ! exclaimed the 
captain (his heart, in the fame inftant,. 
bounding with joy that his appointment 
was declined) what a mean fubterfuge ! ~ 
But I will poft him at Will's — White's^. 
and George's. — SpRtrcE, you remem- 
ber how this arm (extending it in heroic 
triumph) chaftifed that little prefuming, 
rafcal Jack Eaton. — Then again that 
Portfmouth affair.— Gad (61 but it did» 
me infinite honor. 

Spruce. 
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Spruce grinned applaufc. — He was 
of a civil pliant nature, and poffcSkd every 
accomplifliment requifite in a coxcomb's 
valet. 

Spruce, faid the noble captain, re- 
clining back in his chair, with the mod: be- 
coming negligence, I will not return a 
written anfwer. -~ It would be too great 
condefcenfion. —Therefore, after afliort 
paufe (collefting much contempt upon his 
brow) tell his flovenly fellow I fhaU con- 
fiderbf his mafter's proppfal; — and per* 
haps comply with it. 

Spruce, whpfe heels were as light as 
a fairy queen's, fkimmed the grand ftair- 
cafe with amazing agility. — And, being 
bleft with an excdleot capacity for retain^ 
ing — trifles, — repeated his matter's fig- 
nificant anfwer verbatim. 

Dixon, out of heart's eafe and con- 
tempt, fneered mod meaningly upon his 
airy brother — and departed with verj^ 
little ceremony. 

Captain Farrbll communicated 
the particulars of the challenge, he had 
fentthe Major, (though not the nature 
of the provocation) in confidence to the 
whole circle of his intimates; — who 
laughed in their fleeves at the vain brag- 
gadocio. But, as it was very convenient 
for them to fleece him of fome of the 

great 
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great prize money, he, as an unworthy, 
member of a brave fleet, had acquired s. 
they induftrioufly concealed their real fen-^ 
timents. 

At the appointed hour this naval Bo« 
BAPiL threw himfelf carelefHy into hi|^ 
elegant vis a vis, attended by his quon- 
dam firfl: lieutenant, a man moft aptly, 
calculated to obtdn and enjoy the confi** 
dence and approbation of fuch a captain 
Froth. 

Notwithstanding Dixon had fbiv 
tified himfelf with innumerable, reco» 
leAed ihlVances of his mailers calmnefs,. 
underftanding, and true courage; and 
of captain Farrell's folly and timidi* 
ty (and, above all, from the confidera^ 
tion of his matter's fafety) having fup^ 
prefled every infolent and irritating parC^ 
of the captain's meffage he was alarmed 
when the rap of confcquence denoted 
their arrival.-*— Nor was he in the leaft^ 
difpofed to conduct them into an elegant^ 
apartment where that gentleman was 
prepared to receive them, could a breach 
of his mailer's pofitive commands ever' 
have hoped for pardon. 

The Major had fir Richard Steel's- 
hero in his hand at their entrance, which 

he 
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he immediately laid down, and faluted 
them with great politenefs. 
. Captain Farrell and his friend, 
alias creature^ were no lefs unprepared 
fpr fuch genteel treatment, than incapa- 
ble of returning it* 

Please to be feated, gentlemen, faid 
the Major, pointing to a fcttce. — They, 
impliciity complied and a minute's filencc 
cnfued. 

Mr. Portland, faid the Major ^ 
addrefling the lieutenant ^ as captain 
Farrell has been pleafedto make cnoice 
of you tQ ^e preient ac the clearing up 
of {bme little accompts between us^ I 
hope, you wHl not Judge it unieafonable 
if I reqijeft; the liberty of calling in ^ 
friend of mine^ 

. Right lipconteftibly right! returned 
the lieutenant. 

The bell was rang* — Dixon attended 
and was ordered to flep to captain 
Henry Crosby's lockings, and beg him 
ta favor his tnafter with his company. 

The (riumvirate again relapfed into a 
profound taciturnity, — The Major's 
foul difdaining to hold cpnverfe with 
fuch worthlefs beings^ until the lieuten- 
ant recoUeded that the weather was. 
greatly brightened, — the wind tacked to 

nor 
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nor h ncr^ and he fancitd it would tunv 
out a fine day. 

Dixon threw open the door. —Captain 
Crosby. 

Pardon me, Henry, faid the Mat 
JOR (advancing to (hake hands with his 
friend) that I have troubled you to give 
thefe gentlemen the meeting; but, as 
you are well acquainted with the incident 
that gave rife to this extraordinary inter-' 
view, no perfon was fo proper as youfr 
k\i to be witnefs of its termination. I have 
this morning, continued he, as they rc- 
fumed their feats, received a challenged 
from captain Farrell.— Youfeem&t-. 
prized fir; I do afiure you I was no^It'fs^ 
ib than yourfeif ; and, what will incret{^ 
your aftoni(hment, I was very near pay- 
ing a fatal compliment to the contents.. 
—But rcfleftion has otherwife determin- 
ed me ; yet, as my pride will not per- 
mit me to fit down fatisfied, with eveir 
the falfc imputation of cowardice, I wilt 
lay before your cool and candid judgment' 
On conjunftion with Mr. Portland's) 
the particular foundation of the captain^s 
wrath -, together with my reafons for de-- 
dining giving him that fattsfaftion he 
this morniog fo peremptorily required. 
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Mr. Portland and yourfelf (look- 
ing alternately upon them) are no ftrang- 
ers to my ftation and rank in the gar- 
rifon of ♦»*♦*» at the breaking out of 
the prefent war. So foon as a fiege was 
apprehended, our engineer, Mr. Par- 
NELL, infifled upon his amiable daugh- 
ter's returning to England. Unwilling 
to expofc her, his moft valuable treafure, 
to the hazard of falling into the enemy's 
hands- 

The young lady, though with infinite 
reluftance, in compliance with her fa- 
ther and mother's tender foUicitudc for 
her fafety, embarked, the firft oppor- 
tunity! on board a merchant-man bound 
for her native country, under the con- 
voy of captain Farrell. — The cap- 
tain bad for (bme months profeflcd him- 
felfMifs Parnell's admirer-, and bad 
not been difcou raged by her friends, nor 
abfolutely rcjefted by herfelf. 

They had not got many leagues off 
the harbor before they perceived a py- 
rate of Sa/lee lurking at a diftance ; who 
crowded fail and bore down full upon 
them. 

The trader was heavy laden; and, 
apparently, incapable of getting clear of 
^er ; under which unhappy circumftan- 

cea 
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CCS (he was dcfcrted by her convoy, and 
fell into the enemy's hands. 

Sir, fir! exclaimed the captain, his 
eyes flaming with refentment, wc were 
feparated by a hard gale. 

Captain Farrell,. returned the 
Major, with polite firmnefs, no inter- 
ruption ; you fhall be at liberty to con* 
trovert whatfoever you pleafe, when I 
have finifhed my relation. 

One of the merchant's men, refumed 
the Major (his looks havine penetrated 
his opponent's timid foul) dildaining fta- 
very, refolved to perifh or efcape. — - He 
therefore plunged into the fea; and having 
fwam until his ftrength and fpirits werr 
near exhaufted, was fortunately taken up^ 
by a fifhing veflel and brought fafe on 
fhore,: — From him I received theparticu-^ 
lars I have now mentioned. 

In the firft tranfeorts of my grief and 
rage, I gave a loote to the dictates of my 
heart, I called captain Farr£LL (for I 
am above difguife or palliation, barba* 
rian, coward, nay, fir, why flart ?) vil-^ 
Jain. 

Th£ captain, at this jundture, was 
in truth an objeft of compaflion *, if a 
fneaking confufion of afpoft could ex* 
cite fo noble a fentimeat. 

I ACKNOW- 
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I ACKKowLEDGE, gentlemen, con- 
tinued Major Bromley (his accent 
greatly foftcned) that I had long fecretly 
admired the lovely girl -, for, to behold 
and converfe with her without admiring,* 
required abfolute infenfibility. 

The deep affliftion of her parents and 
the reflexion of the evils (he muft inevi- 
tably be expofed to, dift rafted me with 
horror. I flew to our governor and be- 
fought him to permit me to take an eighty 
gun (hip, then in the harbor, and en- 
deavor to recover fo valuable a prize. 

His affection for the amiable fufferer, 
thoughofadifi^eren( nature to mine, was 
lively and heart-felt — I not only com- 
ply with, faid he, but applaud your re- 
queft. It is the cnterprize of humanity — - 
may heaven be propitious to it J * 

I INSTANTLY departed ; came within 
<Jue diftance of the port the feventh even- 
ing, and foon difembarked at a conveni* 
ent plac«, by thic affiftance-of our boat; 
applied to an effendi of eminence ;— de* 
pofited fome baubles in his bands to be 
judicioudy diftributed at the feraglio ; — * 
and, fo powerful w^as the influence of the 
(hining trifles, that they obtained a paf- 
fage for a note of intelligence, to mifs 
Parnel,— -that anEngli(h(hip was then 
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off the harbor, on board of which flie 
would find a friend, who had undertaken 
the voyage from the garrifon of *«**•*, 
on purpofc to deliver her — and to expcA 
to hear from him again at midnight. 

Interested, as I have acknowledged 
my heart was, in the fuccefs of this ex- 
pedition, you will eafily believe, gentle- 
men, that I experienced but few tranquil 
moments, until the critical hour arrived ; 
when, beyond my beft expedbation, the 
efFendi generoufly put me in pofleflion of 
the lovely captive. — But, ah ! how 
changed from what (he was ! — A death- 
like palenefs had fuperceded the bloom 
of youth and health. 

I TREMBLED with new apprehenfions* 
What brutal treatment might not the dear 
creature have received ! — But this was 
neither a time nor place for inquiry. — 
I conveyed her, therefore, fafe on board i 
and, the wind proving favorable, was, 
by day break, out of fight of the hate- 
ful port. 

. I FEAR, gentlemen, faid the Major, 
cafting a look of complacence upon his 
friend and Mr. Portland, I trefpafs 
greatly upon your patience ; but 1 muft 
beg you will fo far indulge me, as to per« 
mit me to relate the few remaining parti- 
culars 
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tuUrs of this mod extraordinary adven- 
ture; not from any oftcntation on my part, 
or with the moft diftant view of depre- 
ciating captain Farrel^,. but merely in 
order to enable you to form a right judge- 
nient of the provocation he complains of. 

The gentlemen, bowing, in acquief- 
cence, the Major proceeded. 

Miss Parnell's afflidtion and defpair 
had nearly afFefted her charming intel- 
lects. . And Ihe continued, for the firft 
four days of our paiTage, in a moft alarm- 
ing infeniSbility, without ever once men- 
tioning her wretched parents, or content- 
ing, but with great di£Bculty, to receive 
the neceflary fupports of life. I watch- 
ed over her with an anxiety I am incapa- 
. ble of defcribing -— but iiad the unfpeak- 
ahle fatisfadlion, on the fifth day to per- 
ceive fome dawnings of seturning reafon. 
I avoided every queftion that might lead 
her to look back. — Her mind became 
hourly more and more ferene, and her 
fpirits and underftanding as gradually im- 
proved. — The eighth day we reached the 
happy garrifon. 

I ORDERED that no guns fhould be 
fired ; to prevent our arival's tranfpiring 
until I ihould have the felicity of prefent- 
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ing my amiable recovered prize, to her 
difconfolate drooping friends. 

My little ftratageni fuccecded to mf 
wifti; and I was admitted into Mr. Par- 
nell's parlor, with his daughter in my 
hand, at a period when he leaft expefted 
ever to behold her more. — Our general 
was then with them, adminiftcring the loft 
cordial of friendfhip to their half broken 
hearts. 

They thanked; they extolled ; they 
perfeftly deified the humble inftrument 
of their returning happinefs.— But my 
reward did not conlift in profeflions. — 
I had delivered the worthieft of her fex, 
from the mod deplorable ftate of abjeft 
flavery, and difibfed around me that feli- 
city a humane difpofition muft ever de- 
light to communicate. 

Captain Farrell*s valor, humanity 
and love, were arraigned and irrevocably 
condemned by our little happy aflembly. 

(Captain Crosby could not refrain 
from ftealing fome fide glances at the 
mauled commander.) 

Many fevere reflexions were thrown 
out, continued the Major. —The young 
lady difclaimed all further connexion with 
him — and I, gentlemen, I acknowledge 
it, joined my approving voice. 

A servant, 
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A. SERVANT, then in the engineer's fa- 
mily, has lince exchanged thgt worthy 
mafter for captain Farrell; to him he 
is indebted for a repetition of that even- 
ing's converfatiort.— -Me and only me of 
the many tliat were prefent has that gen- 
tleman thought proper to challenge, — 
t am not to be intimidated by a paultry 
fcrawl (taking it at the fame time out of 
his pocket with a contemptuous compo- 
fure) if I am to rifle fo great a ftake 
as my exiftence, it ihali not be on fo mean 
an occafion as a creeping fellow's report. 
For, I now pcrfonally inform captain: 
Farrell, that fo far from repenting the 
reflexions I that evening threw out, that 
I here repeat, they were the fentiments of 
deliberation and rational contempt. I 
will only detain your attention to the con- 
tents of that billet that incited me to 
trouble my friend's ear, with a repetition, 
of what he has frequerltly heard me men* 
tion as the molt valuable a£i:ion of my 
life. 

ToMajor Bromley* 

^ . SJr .- 

^ As Tarn creditably Informed you lave 

taken unwarrantable liberties tvilb my name 

and charidter, / think proper to acquaint 

you that a meeting in Hyde-park this 

Vol. I. E pi^^n.% 
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frefent injiant can alone fatisfy the injured 
honor of^ 

Sify your bumble fervant^ 
nofeconds. 



'■ I 



CHAP. 
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C H A P. IX 

Contains' a fcene in which captain Far- 
RELL unexpeSledly Jhines. — Some few 
moral Jlrohs worthy attention. — Con- 
cluding with an admirable ftmile. 

CAPTAIN Crosby, with the en- 
gaging fmile of true good -nature 
and benevolence, extending his right 
Hand, begged Major Bromley would 
favor him with a fight of captain Far- 
rell's extraordinary invitation ; then, 
turning to that gentleman, humoroudy 
•alked him what he had to offer, in ob- 
jection to judgment's being paflcd againll: 
him. 

But, though the captaih's brain was 
compbfed of the mod combufl;ible maf- 
terials imaginable, he poffeffed a heart 
as frigid as the banks of Greenland. He, 
therefore, replied, with much h?fitatioB 
and irrefolution, you feem difpofed to 
divert yourfelf, captain Crosby; but, 
if I may be allowed to declare my fenti- 
ments,I look upon you as difqualiHed 
by your knowa partiality fq^r t;he MajJor, 
to be a judge in this matter J 

E 2 Captain 
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Captain Crosby, whofe condefccn* 
fion was, by no means, inferior to hi$ 
other merits, finding the commander 
paufed, replied, with much vivacity; 
then, fir, we will appoint Mr. Port- 
land fole arbitrator. What fay you, 
jMajor, are you willing to abide by this 
determination ? 

The Major, giving an aflenting nod^ 
the eyes of expectance were immediately 
turned upon the confounded lieutenant. " 

Notwithstanding that gentkmaa 
was mailer of thofe fine natural talents 
that conftitute — the pimp, the fycoK 
phant, and the rafcal, he was far froifi 
oeing equal to the compliment now paid 
liim. — He, therefore, declared with a 
mean vacuity of afped, that he waslii- 
competent to decide a difpute of fuch 
importance. ' 

Captain Farrell's impatient head^ 
for orice, out running his heavy heart: 
he complained of delays, and muttered 
Tome indifcreet refleftions upon the Ma- 
jor's proceedings, depending upon his 
well- known forbearing difpofition fprthfe 
fecurity of his bonrs, and promifini 
•himfetf the moft volupttuous fcaft 'S, 
brag ga docio bravery at his return. " "" 
■'■■'■•*■. ^ But, 
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SuT, the Major's refentmcnt rifing 
many degrees higher than the captain'* 
expectations, he found himfcif fuddenly 
foiled by the nofe -, his feet, at the fame 
time (by an involuntary kind of motion) 
bearing his difgraced body from one end 
of the fpacious apartment to the other. 

So foon as he felt himfelf at liberty he 
fiiook his ears with great deliberation ^ 
when the Major, prefenting him a. 
fworcj, told him he was then ready to 
give him every fatisfa(5tion he could de* 
fire. 

Captain Farrell held the defen>« 
live weapon for fonie s^omeots vibi^twg 
ia bia tvembling hand ia unfpeajbible d£ 
tre&« Wiien, retceafiifig a few paces 
hack, a^ happy iscolk^ion ftcuck kim^ 
he threw ^e fword upiuai a ^ee and 
owned he dUdainedengagtpg a^ that junC"» 
ture with. a. man» whohaduied himfo- »n-> 
worthily, but that he flbould fijid a time 
to convince the world he knew bow to 
retort an indignity, without throwing 
away his life by fa ui>e(^l an encounter ^ 
his heat giving bi3 adverfary too grcai 
advantage. So faying, he rather Ciealc* 
ed, than walk.ed out of the room, with 
an eaflanoed countenance that things had 
E 3 provccled 
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proceeded the length they had done, and 
an exulting heart, that they had pro- 
ceeded no farther. His faithful atten- 
cant following. 

It is with concern, faid captain Cros- 
by (fcating himfclf by the fire fo foon as 
the gentlemen were withdrawn) that I 
behold the race of humanity expofing 
themfclves without let or moleuation. 
Why have we not houfcs to conceal the 
follies of mankind, as well as to rc- 
reive the unfortunate lunatic ? The cox- 
it>mb, the bully, and the coward, are 
DO lets pefls oi iocjtty, than that being 
whom deprivation ot reafon hurries into 
every rafh and fatal enterprife. The one 
is an involuntary terror to his fpecies thei 
other an induftrious difgrace ; and, I da 
think, fome method ought to be taken 
to flop, the at prefent piromoted, con-' 
tagion from that falfe encouragement, 
our toleration. 

Believe me, Henry, returned the 
Major my notions of true courage run 
counter to the commonly received opi- 
nion of the world. To defend our pro- 
perty, our king, our country or our 
lives, is a natural and commendable exer* 
tion of that inftinSiive principle, but, to 

encounter 
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encounter a villain merely for having, 
fpoke him what he is, and expofe ones 
fclf to fate, by the hand we defpife, is 
an impeachment of our undcrftanding, 
difcretion, and morality. 

But, whilft thefe gentlemen, from 
concious merit, enjoyed a fatisfadtory teU 
i tete^ the mortified captain and his fer- 
vile companion were under very difFcrr 
entcircumftances. 

The commander's heart was ftung bjr 
difagrceable rememberanccs, as the gno- 
mon of his countenance was twinged, 
by palpable difgrace. The lieutenant, 
borne down by the contemptible appre- 
heofion, left his very great friend and 
patron ihould conceive an unconquerable 
averfion to him from the infignificant 
part he had fuftained in the drama, was 
a miferable half-hanged fpefticle. At 
length, the captain difcharged a volley 
of execrations againft all who had be- 
held him that day. Not even excepting 
his wonted favorite ; who, notwithftanding 
he felt the mighty ftrokes of his refent- 
menr, had not the temerity to attempt 
exculpating himfelf. 

Bar, as a rapid current^ wbofe fource 

is derived from the falling ftiowers — 

E 4 when 
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when linfupplifd, naturally fubfidrs— — 
fo, the captain's wrath being unirritatcd 
and unenflamcd by provoking replies, 
died away, like the evening breeze. 



CHAP. 
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C H A P; X. 

Cmttaim a fraef of a verjt diffcrMt nature ia^ 
ibcpTiCiding aht.^^ Some natural iffeSls 
of a nxalmAk atta^bment -^^mtb a kini^^ 
of afoorty hapiiby diaiogue^ 

BUT, notwithftaDding things Cook 
fi> farorable: a cufo in che upper re- 
gions, CQfflunottoa and wild uproar cag« 
ed hebvr. 

DtzoN, eager tOi learn the reiuit oF the 
axtcaordiaaiy,intecvtev^ between bis mof- 
ter and captain FiuiiiBLL, as he perceiv* 
edy oa paffingthat gentleman's doofi, ia 
bis return fron^tran&dting focne bufine^^ 
that his carriage was putting up»iajtudi€ir> 
ou% drops in. upon Mri S^auea,, as if 
by accident. 

Thsl captam had been at home a fu^ 
ficient time for his valet ta be inforoKd 
he had refigned all thotighis o£ fightiag. 
A refiriittiiMi. las former behavbr, upoa 
many oceafions,. had g^Mien; oo mdH, 
grounds to bcexpe&ed lc«Bihim» 

Mr. Sp]ti9)CB was. not ^ a lob to^^eis 

Dtxo;N'& motiye fbic paying him a viGc 

at that junfture ; as that honeft felioMi!' 

was not wont to pertomi &ich aAs of 

E 5 civility 
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civility to perfons whom he did not ap-^ 
prove ; and,, fo fimple and impolitic was 
he, as to make no fecret of his appro-* 
bacions or difapprobations ; he^ therefoiV, 
determined to divert himfelf a little, ac 
the ex pence of the poor creature's peace. 

Wf.li., Dixon, faidthefop, wichhis 
vifual fimpering grace, how come I to 
be fo unexpeftedly honored with your 
good company ? — You are fenfible it is 
a favor, though frequently follicited, I 
could feldom obtain in the garrifon of 
*♦ *##«. — Mutt I then place it to friend- 
fliip, curiofity, or have you been dif- 
pacched, as an emiffary, by your art- 
ful mafler(but, perceiving he had pro- 
voked his ire, be threw in) or, perhaps, 
his wound is deemed mortal, and* 

Dixon's rcfentment was now abforbcd 
by the more noble paflions, of tender 
afflidion and apprchenfion. — But, 6b- 
fefving a fatisfied fneer upon Spruce's 
countenance he feized him without far- 
ther ceremony by the collar, anddeclar* 
ed hfr would fhake him to pieces, iF he 
did not immediately tell him all he knew 
with refpedl to his honored matter. • 

Spruce, having the advantage of his 
anragonifl, in age and ftrcngth ; — -and, 
moreover, being upon his own dunghil. 
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^^(dia$^ amongft his friends; — friends, 
whom he had procured and retained by 
die mere dint of liberally diftributing — 
bis matter's property, — refitted his gripe, 
with fuch vigor, as to difengage himfelf ; 
— and, by. a trip, the captain, whea 
offended, ; had uught him, felled him to 
the ground; where, without the leaft 
honor or mercy« he fo bepummeled and 
belabored the poor unhappy Dixor^, that 
the blood guihed out of his nottrils with 
infinite rapidity. 

The worthy fellow's pride would not 
Cuffer him to acknowledge himfelf van- 
quifhed. — He, therefore, refolved to ex- 
ert his whole remaining ttrength, either 
to bravely conquer or bravely die. 

In the height of their ftruggle, which 
had hitherto httn as filent as the nature 
of ftruggles would admit; — Dixon for- 
tunately ftuck his (harp uncut nails into 
his adverfary's upper lip ; who, appre- 
hending his features mightfufier in an ir- 
reparable degree, and, thereby, difqualify 
him for the title he enjoyed of a very 
pretty fellow; as alfo, from experience- 
ing no fmall pain in the part attacked, he 
roared out with the utmott vociferation. 

The whole party-colored fry, as well 

as the damfels of every denominatioo^ 

E 6 affcmbling 
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aflTcmbling at the uncommon tlarm^ 
Dixon judged it wifeft to fecure his re- 
treat-, which, in their confufion, httSrCt* 
ed. As, without any refleftion upon 
hisralor, a multitude was no eligible en« 
counter. 

Whek he found himfelf tn the ftreet, 
his felf-cares inftantly fubfided, and hk 
apprehenfions for his mailer returned 
upon his mind, with double force. Self- 
accufations were immediately fuegefterf,. 
by his terror. — Why did he fuffcr hJm** 
Mf to be deceived by the calmnefs of 
their converfation into an opinion that aU' 
went well ? — Why did he notnegleft the 
little affair that prevented his being upon 
the watch to have fecured the bloody vil-- 
lain, and brought him to juftice? — But, 
above all things, from the affectionate 
motive of procuring his mafter proper 
affiflance! — what ftupidity! — what in- 
gratitude !— he heavily lamented a thou- 
land other ncglefts, he charged himfelf 
with being guilty of, and his diflradion. 
occafioned nim to mifconftrue every in- 
cident. 

Hw mind was fo entirely engroffcd by 
thcfe afBifting ideas, that his difchevelcd 
IiKks befmeared linen, and difmally bruif- 
td countenance, were forgotten by him r 

nor 
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nor did he hear one fyltable of the witty 
farcafins, that were a& upon him as he 
pailed along. 

When be reached his mafter*s houfe„ 
his fellow fcrvants were alarmed at his 
condition 5 for he was the darling of the 
whole family, through his uncxamplccl 
good nature and bencvofcnce. — ^They^ 
therefore, flocked around him, from a 
motive of aflfcftion, rather than curiofi- 
ty — all exclaimrrng, in the fame mftant.J 
— What difafter hare you met with, Mr^ 
DixoN^-i— What ruffian's hands have 
you faltert into? — Who could be (b 
cruel as to ufe you iU? — You who never* 
hurt even a fly, and we are fure never 
gave any one the Icaft provocation in your 
whole fife. 

In-stead of anAvering thefe friendly 
interrogatories, he demanded, with the 
\Vild look of horrible expedlance, where 
his mafter was? — If captain Crosby had 
left htm — and if he had had proper help ? 

Bung told, that the young gentleman 
had taken his leave, he ruflied from amidft- 
his furrounding friends, and ran up-ftairs 
with uncommon expedition. 

The crowd foon difperfed ; each fliak- 
ing his head and faying, — ah, poor 
fouli fbmc one has roid a frightful' tale 

about 
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about his honor, — he is ever fo» on fuch 
occafions. 

Major Bromley had waited ibme 
time, for his valet, to drefs *, but, how 
was he aftonifhed when the door opened^ 
ind prefented hitn with fuch a ipedacle. 

What fray Haft thou been engaged io^ 
Dixon, faid the Major, viewing him 
with a half fmilc -, it feems to have been 
a defperate one by your appearance.— -I 
hope you are not much hurt. 

Oh, your honor, returned Dixon, iq 
a mofl forrowful accent, my mind has 
fufFered more than my body.— 'I cx- 
pefted to have found your honor in bed. 

Me, Dixon, faid the Major, regard- 
ing him with an eye of grateful pity, how 
came you to entertain fuch a notion ? 

Ah, (ir, a fneaking fellow, whofe Jii- 
folent behavior provoked me to box with 
him, gave me the falfe information, — 
But, I believe, added he, with a look of 
felf-applaufe, diilinguifhable in each hor- 
ribly difguifed feature, I gave him as 
good as he brought. 

Then, I fancy, faid the Major, with 
difficulty reftraining an impulfe of laugh- 
ter, he will not forget you in a hurry. — - 
But, compofe your fpirits, continued he, 
now you find my honor is fafe, and change 

your 
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your drcfi : for, at prefent you ipakc a 
niofl: tremendous appearance. 

Ah, fir, replied Dixow, you are all 
goodnefs.— -I am fenfible t ought not to 
have come into your prefence in fuch a 
nafty pickle. — But I was half diftrafled. 

No apologies, Dixon, faid the Ma- 
jor, kindly interrupting him ; a worthy 
intention would fufficiently excufe a much 
greater impropriety than you have com- 
mitted. What fay you, added he, with 
a look of tender benevolence, to a gol- 
den plaifter for your broken pate?— « I 
think you deferve 

I BESEECH you, fir, faid Dixon pre- 
fuming in his zeal to break in upon his 
mailer, do not think of paying me for 
following my own inclinations. 

When your inclinations, returned the 
Major, incite you to meritorious ani- 
ons, I fhall ever think myfelf bound to 
confer fome mark of my favor upon 
them, but, obferve, Dixon, added he, 
fmiling, I do not commend you for hav- 
ing fought, but for the motive that 
prompted you to it,— Here, giving him 
a couple of guineas ; let me fee you 
again, when you have refumtd your pro* 
per feif. 

Dixon 
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Dtxon retired in all the Majefiy §f tmtd^ 
his heart ov^er-flawing with love and gra- 
titude. 

No fooner had the honeft fellow fliufi 
the door, than his nr^after felt into an odJ 
train of reflcdions. 

Shall we efteem a fahhful cur, faid 
he, for barking at the approach of a 
ft ranger— earc6 if, for its noify tokens 
of affeftion — order that its life fhall be* 
made eafy and happy — yet prove ud- 
mindful of the heart-fek attachment 
of a vafuabledomeftie ? 

It is the inftin6tive nature of that? 
aninoal, to Kch the hand that feeds it» 
but in the human bread are a variety oi 
pafiions, that impel) mankind to fubmic 
to their feveral- dominion : what evii iiv- 
cHnations does not felf-k)ve excite, and 
how almcfit irrefiftibly prevalent are ba^ 
examples ? Do I not feel fimilar tendeo/- 
eies in my own conipofitions, and fhartt 
i not honor the heart that is evidently 
worthier than the one I am myfelf pof- 
fefled of (raifed as I am above cvcrjp 
temptation k i« expofed to) merely becaute 
it is lodged in an humbkr. Ids informed^ 
but perhaps more generous bofi>m. 

Dixon, having exchanged his. fight- 
if^g S^rb for more peaceable habiliments^ 

and 
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and, in fome meafure,. reconcipofed the 
agitation of his mind, prefentcd himfelf, 
with a rather fhy afpeft, before bis maf- 
tcr; who beheld him with his wonted- 
complacence, and again inquired if he 
had efcaped unhurt. 

Ah, fir, replied the honeft fellow, 
j(haking his bruifed head with infinite 
meaning, I was moft unwarily, fuiprifcdj 
into this laft broil. I thinks upon fe- 
cond confideration, continued he, as he, 
placed his tnafter's things to drefs, it. 
would have been more manly not to have 
engaged with fuch a fneaking coxcomb, 
as it was admitting him to an equal foot- 
ing, as it weret which he could never 
otherwife.have attained. -—But how many 
folks upon earth (even amongft perfons 
of your honor's own rank) poffefs a much 
lefs degree of courage, with a third part 
of your honor's coolnefs and temper. 

Moderation, Dixon, faid the Ma- 
jor, as he feated himfelf to undergo 
the neceflary operation of frixeeing and 
toupeeing^ is by no means fo difficult an 
attainment as you feem to imagine ; for, 
if we would but give our reafon and 
refteftion fair play, we (hould hie abun- 
dantly convinced, how few things in our 

temporary 
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temporary ftatc are worth quarrelling 
about. 

It does my very heart good to hear. 
your honor talk, faid the delighted Dix- 
on, as he applied the curling irons to 
his mafter's fore-top; but, it would be" 
as eafy for poor Dixon to' argue points 
like your honor, as to aft with the faaie. 
difcretion upon any occafion. 

■ The dinner bell interrupted their con- 
verfation, by informing them, that thet 
utmoft difpatch was neceffary in the 
bufintfs they were engaged in. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. XI. 

Contains fome infantine anecdotes relative 
to the Major •, capable of amuftng only 
fome particular ferfons\ buty however 
the reader may find himfelf difpofed^ he 
is advifed not to pafs them over y as be 
will fmd^ in the courfe of this work^ 
that they were inferted for his . informa^ 

. ///»«, rather than by way of expletive \ 
a charailer or two being introduced in 

. the enfuing chapter which, notwithjiand; 
ing they feem entirely detached from the 
worky will be brought into aSlion when 
be leaji, expeSls it. 

IT tits been already prorcd^^ the aiK; 
thor hopes, to a demohftration, that 
Major Bromley's mind, was no lefs^ 
indebted to nature than art for accom- 
piifhmencs. By art, is only meant a 
proper cultivation of innate endowments. 
But his fine genius narrowly efcaped 
a wild luxuriant growth : nor might he 
ever have filled the valuable charader 
of the warm friend, the cool comman- 
der, the generous benefaftor, or humane 
mafter, had he not received thft fcafon- 
able poiilh of education. 

Hit 
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His father, who, unfortunately, fell 
in an engagement in bis eight and twen- 
tieth year, was a nanof great bravery 
and gencrofity, and fccond fon to the 
carl of Bromley. 

On his deceafe, an eftate of two 
thoufand pounds a year devolved to the 
little Bromley, then only three years 
old. 

His mother, a fine young lady, did 
not long furvive herhufband; and the 
lovely orphan was committed to the care 
of his uncle ; who poffeffcd the family 
title. 

This nobleman had a daughter, much 
about mafter Bromley's agc;afuiyin 
her temper, and deformed in herpcrfon; 
dfevoid of tendemefs, devoid of gratitude i 
nay, excepting her love for her coufii),. 
devoid of every natural fenfibility. Who-, 
foevcr contradidSted or oppofed her in- 
clination, were fure to bear marks of her 
refentment about them for fome time. 

Lord Bromley was too indolent in 
his difpofition, and too much addicted 
to the pleafures of life, to trouble him- 
fclf with inquiring into the bent of his 
daughter's inclination. He fo far indred 
aded the parental part, as to fupply her 
with larger fums of money, than it was 

ufual 
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cfual for fo young a lady to be miftrefs 
of; and providing her attendants, but, 
whether proper or improper, was early 
left to her own giddyjudgment. 

My lord*s fortune was jmmcnfc, his 
wife, the fole heirefs of a wealthy citi- 
zeen, had brought him a fortune of fc- 
venty thoufand pounds ; and was moft 
conveniently taken off at the expiration 
of the firft year^ in giving him a daugh- 
ter, as he began long before that period 
to be immoderately weary of her. 

At the houfc of this relation, was 
mafter Bromley permitted to run wild 
until he attained his fourteenth year, at 
which jundure his father's, confequent- 
]y lord Broml£y% fiiler {the kidy 
Hampton, already mentioned) inttr- 
fered, and intreated his lordfhip would 
fend him toibme public fchool, as (he was 
convinced he had a fine natural geniuf 
for literature, and promifed to be a hand^ 
fomc youth. 

My lord replied, with the peciiliair; 
eafe of right honorable indifference; not- 
withftanding he felt himfelf piqued at 
her lady (hip's requeft, that he- had no 
other bbjcftion to piidtng the boy out, 
than hi^ daughter's unv^ilHngnei^ to part 
with him •, that 'her ladylhi^ was vaftly 
' ,-. '1'*:; .••; ^^' VJ4sA 
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kind to take his uncultivated manners 
into connderation/ though he could ven- 
ture to aflfure her, he was far from being 
fo illiterate as Ihe imagined, having con- 
ftantly received ieflbns from lady Ma- 
ry's matter. 

Lady Hampton, determined to car- 
ry her point, and deliver her nephew 
from the ftate he was immured in, took 
fome pains to fupprefs a fmile ; and, vay- 
^ng all reply to his lordfhip's parade, only 
faid, that, if he would confent to the 
boy*s removal, (he would undertake to 
reconcile lady Mary to it. 

Lord Bromley, who hated the trou- 
ble of contending upon any occafion^ 
however confcquential, replied, you hav^ 
my confent, I do affure you. — A pedant 
is but a coxcomb of a different fpecies to 
the one he was in danger of beconiing bf 
a fofter education. -r- And, added he, 
with a fneer, I would not for the world, 
be an impediment to the enlargement of 
his underftanding. Then, tpuching the 
bell, with an air of affcded fcreqity, he 
commanded that Bromley ihould make 
his appearance* 

Master, with. the wildnefs of an unr 
^tanpied colt, iniiantly barft into the room^ 
to the no foiall (hock pf la4y Hampton's 
delicacy. Come hither, child, faid (he. 
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extending one of her fine hands, and 
drawing him gently to her fide i you are 
quite a little favage, — and muft learn to 
ftand ftill and foftcn your accent, before 
I can difpence with much of your com- 
pany. 

O DEAR madam, replied the pert 
youngfter, I Ihould be quite as unwilling 
to fpend much of my time .in the fame 
room with yoii, as you could poffibly be 
to permit me, for I hate reftraint. 

A VERY decent declaration, truly, re- 
turned her lady (hip, with great good hu- 
mor; you Ihall be fent to a foreft then ; 
for, at prefent you appear to be utterly 
unfit for human fociety. Do b.ut behold 
how your hair flares, added fhe, kindly 
ilroking up his exuberant auburn locks. 

Your lordfhip, faid mafter Bromley, 
with a look of impatience, will not de- 
tain ntic long, I hope. For lady Mary 
and I have jufl puchafed a couple of new 
fpinners, aad were trying them in the 
lobby. 

What do yo mean by fpinners, 
Bromley, interrogated lady Hampton. 

Tops, fpinning tops, returned the 
young gentleman, with great eagernefs ; 
eiideavoring at the fame time to difen- 
gage his hand ; I will fetch you one, if 
you pleafe to look at it. 
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No no, child, returned lady Hamp- 
ton, I have no curiofity, — and, in my 
opinion, it is high time you (hould be 
put upon more profitable purfults. You 
are now a great boy. What fay you de- 
manded (he, fmiling, to going to Eion 
fchool ? 

I NEITHER know what to fay to it, or 
think of it, replied matter BromleV, 
with a diffatisfied afpeft. Muft 1 go, my 
lord ? Your commands arc not to be dii- 
puted. . ' 

My lord had inflrufted him, notwitK- 
ftanding his early time of life, that tfab 
female part , of the wqrld, were tijo'^hf- 
fignificant to be'paid much regard tb. \' 
I, crtiLD, have nothing to do witKit 
I promife you, faid his lordfhip, it is no 
fcheme of mine. — Lady Hampton has 
been accufing me of fpoiling you ; and, 
therefore, droling in derifion, I have con- 
figned you to her management. 

Lady Hampton withdrew* in qiieft 
of her p^fce ; who, with many prefcnts, 
and miith foo thing, flic pirc vailed upoa 
to part with her coufin for a f(?w days. — ** 
She then called for the boy, and took him, 
whining, ifito her chariot, and Gonvcfcfl 
hJm' home; where^by thie fweetnefs of 
her behavior, tad fenlible cbnvcrfatioii, 
fhe^ at length, won him to her pitrpofe. 
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It was not,, however,, without great diffi* 
culty, that Ihe eradicated many bad cuf- 
tbms he had imbibed; he had not an idea 
of decorum, and had been encouraged to 
laugh at every fpecies of morality. 

His paffions were ftrong, and impro* 
pcrly bent, his imagination was lively, 
but to the laft degree unfteady, his capa- 
city was comprehenfive but he was igno- 
rant of its ulefulnefs, and the only pur- 
fuithe had any notion of, was amufe»- 
ment ; the only reftriunt he was willing to 
fubmit to, my lord's authority. 

Her ladylhip judged it neceflary, in 
cflFcdting her dcfign, to prevent his hav- 
ing too much connexion with lord Brom- 
ley i (he, therefore, behaved at a dif- 
tance -, and, by a polite fhyncfe, frei- 
<juently pradlifed by the great, for a 
lefs worthy purpofe ; dwindled the inti- 
macy into cold falutes in public, and, on 
his lord (hip's part, much contempt in 
private. 

So foon as this good lady had weaned 
her charge from his difrelith for a life of 
reafon and regularity, (he placed him at 
Eton^ under the particular tuition of an 
eminent divine ; where he made a furprif- 
ing progrefs in every branch of polite 
Utei^aturjCi his bread being replete with 
that proper emulation, which cxcvt^^ 
Vol. I. F ^wx^ 
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youth to excel, in all that is prai(e- 
worthy, 

His fchool intervals were fpcnt at her 
iadyfhip's, who was well qualified to 
cultivate and improve every valuable at- 
tainment. 

' This young gentleman was not deter- 
red by his father's unhappy fate, from en- 
gaging in a military life \ as his natural 
inclination prompted him to make choice 
of it. He entered a cadet in the guards 
at eighteen ; at nineteen obtained a pair 
of colors ; and, at the period of captain 
Farrell's challenging him, was ad- 
vanced to a majority ; notwithftanding 
he was not then fix and twenty. 

His graceful perfon, rendered him at 
all times acceptable with the ladies ^ his 
good underftanding, humanity, and g^- 
nerofity were the admiration of his own 
fex. No one indeed ever more tnihr 
merited univerfai approbation. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP- XIL 

Contains fome very decent^ feruimenialjlrokes 
adapted to every capacity — the cbaraSlef'- 
ijiics of two young fellows — both amia^ 
ble in their kind though direS cont rafts. 
^^ A lively flourijh upon aferiousfuhjeil-^ 
when the chapter concludes in the very 
* manner the Author could wifh viz. -^iii- 
. fenfibly leading the reader on, to what he 
will find in the fucceeding pages. 

AS Dixon's condition would not per- 
mit him, pcrlbnally, to execute bis 
matter's orders refpcdting Mr. Cliffew 
(at leaftfor fome. days) that genilemaa 
determined to furprife him with a letter 
at Brtjiil^ immediately upon his arrival j 
which would anlWer the double purpofc 
of communicating his obliging intentipn, 
and congratulating his friend on the fafe 
termination of his jourrtey. 
. This refolution was barely taken, and 
the Major rifen from under his valet^s 
hands, before his young friends made 
their appearance. — But, as theie youths 
area part of the dramatis perfana^ or prin- 
cipal charaders of the hiflory, it cannot 
be amifs^ at this jundure, to introduce 
them to the reader's acquaintance. 

F 2 T^^ 
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The elder, whofe name was Henry, 
ludjuft attained his three and twentieth 
year, adorned with ^11 the blooming 
graces of that youihful period. His mind 
was uncommonly amiable; as gentlenefs, 
candor, humanity, and probity were 
the only inclinations he feemed to be in- 
formed with. But, notwithftanding all 
thefe endowments, that perverfe jade Fdr^ 
iune had not been capable of diftinguifh- 
ing him from the herd ; bur, perlifting 
to blefs her ftupid favorites whofe bcfl: 
recommendation was the being joftlcd in 
her way when the bellowing fit was upon 
her, left him wholly negleSed. 

Both Mr. Henry and his brother 
were educated upon the foundation ac 
Eton\ where the former, from narrow 
finances and their infeparablc mortifica- 
tions, contrafted a humility or meeknefs 
of fpirit, which even the life of afoldicr 
could not entirely fubdue. 

The Major, whofe heart was pecu- 
liarly calculated to approve and counten- 
ance filent worth, feledled him from the 
fnultitude, as . beft meriting his warmcft 
attachment.— And, notwithftanding his 
early (and too frequently unthinking 
time of life) moft kindly rendered his 
fuperiority of fortune as cafy and advan- 
tageous 
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tageous to his favorite, as he poflibly 
could. The little difparity of their ages 
was loft in the fimilarity of rhcir taftes 
and difpofitions; nay, Mr. Henry was 
frequently miftaken for the elder of the 
two, from the uncommon fteadinefs and 
folidity of his whole conduct. They 
were called Py lades and Orestes by all 
their fchool-fellows, though from diflfercnt 
motives ; fome giving them that title as 
due to their remarkable friendfliip for 
each other, whilft many intended mere- 
ly to ridicule an aSedion they were ia- 
capable of feeling. A military life b&^ 
^ame the young gentleman's ^oice, fiotn 
being the cnoice of his triend, and they 
were wont to amufe themfelves whale 
winter evening,s with paffihg imaginary 
campaigns, and obtaining (ignai. viAaries 
hy each other's fide* But, . unfortunate- 
ly, Mr. Crosby could procure no other 
introduftion into the army, than a pair 
of colors, and a foreign ftation, where 
he experienced innumerable dangers and 
difficulties before the Major, no6wit?JT- 
ftanding he ever remembered him in the 
moft kindly manner, had it in hispowcr 
to get him removed into another corpy, 
on its return home ; and he forbore put- 
ting, what he had long had at heart, .i^to 
•* F 3 execution^ 
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execution, namely fixing him in his owii 
trcop, from the confidtration of the ha- 
voc r* four years* abfence from his native 
country, had made in his conftitution, 
which ftood in need of much indulgence 
and a falutary air, for its reparation ; 
and the Major, as we have already 
obferved, was in daily expcftation of leav- 
ing England. 

Mr. Ji^MES Crosby, only eleven 
months younger than his brother, was 
of a. quite different i'pirit, bold, robuft, 
generous, and brave. «^The peer, or the 
cradefman's fon, was the fame in his •& 
timation, nor was he lefs fevere in his re- 
fentment, or warm in his attachment to 
the one than the other: thofe who in the 
courfe of his fchool connexions would not 
love him, he compelled to fear him.-** 
He v/as ever ready to protedl the weak, 
and humble the ftrong; and happy was 
the party that could boaft of his favor 
and countenance. He looked upon the 
world's profperity with indifference 5 ad- 
verfity, with manly compaflion. Gay and 
lively in his converfation, indefatigable 
in bis purfuits, and independent in his 
wilhes, a naval life became his choice, 
wherehe could force himfelf,ashcphrafed 
it, into obfervation, if not a£Buence. His 

aAive 
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aftive genius could not brook reftraint ; 
and, therefore, he was wonttofpeaklur 
dicrouQy of the tamer (chough equally 
ufcful) part of his fpecies, who could 
fubmit to the confinement of a city cage, 
as he called a comptiog houfe, the. dry 
tautology of a law office, or the more fer- 
vile pradlice, of fneaking after prefer- 
ment at a great man's levee. His only 
error was a light opinion he had imbi- 
bed of the female world, which he car- 
ried to fo extravagant a pitch, as to im- 
pute watry heads, and milky hearts to 
the whole race of their votaries^ 

Soon after thefe genlleirien joined i;h^ 
Major, dinner vvas fervid up; -— afl(}^ 
when the cloth was removed, and they 
began to attack a friendly bottle, the Ma- 
jor entertained them with a preparatory 
defcription of his aunt and niece, to whofe 
acquaintance he had engaged to intro- 
duce them that very evening; for, as 
his companions had never refided in LoJh: 
don^ but at certain periods, when he was 
many miles diftant from that metropolis, 
they were ftrangers to- the perfons, 
though not the fame, af thofe ladies. 

The Major was very juft in his def- 

cripwon of his aunt •, but, in. order to 

divert himfeif with an innocent deception, 

" F 4 he 
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he painted mifs Hampton little fhort of 
deformity itfelf. — He bcftowed a dowdy 
complexion upon her, — a conrrafted and 
forbidding afpcd, — a pair of fmall grey 
unmeaning eyes, — aprotubcranr nofe, — 
cxtenfive mouth, — piqued ciiin, and thun- 
dering voice — W ith refpedt to her te mper, 
he left that unattackcd •, as he hadfrcquent- 
ly mentioned her as fprightly and agrec- 
ab!e. The Major, confidcring his rank 
and fortune, had an uncommon afFc£lion 
for mifs Hampton, in the double char* 
after of friend and relation \ but, as flic ' 
had never infpircd him with fofter fcnti- 
inenits, he had but feldom made her the 
fubjcft of his converfation. 

Captain James declared hitnfclf 
greatly rejoiced, to find mifs Hampton's . 
perfon was fuch, as would fecurc him 
from thedilagreeableneceflity of racking 
his barren invention for compliments,— 
Your beauties, added he, impofe fo fevcte 
a tax upon one's fincerity, and arc fo in- 
ceflantly requiring frelh homage and 
adoration, that I look upon the hours 
devoted to their company and pretty un- 
meaning converfation as abfolutely but- 
chered. 

James^ faid the Major, I doubt not 
but I.fhall live to hear you fpeak a differ- 
ent 
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cnt language.— We may afftfttodcfpifc tht 
Jadiesasmuchaswepleafc, but we receive 
a more clcgantpolirfi from the foft refine- 
ment they infenfibly communicate, than 
all the reft of the world can give. The 
book-worm is contcnrptible> the tar a 
lavage, until the heavincfs of the one, 
and the boifteroufnefs of the other, is en- 
livened and qualified, by a confprmity 
to that vivacity and decorum, eflential to 
their being admitted to the conireriation 
of the weU-bred and fenfible part of the 
fex. 

I WOULD willingly travel a thoufand 
iniles,replied captain James humoroufly, 
to behold that fair- one, who has been 
capable of rendering you fo warm an ad* 
yocate for a fet of petticoats — I will ac- 
knowledge lamprcparedtoadmireher-** 
nay I will even go fo far as to confefs, I 
have no quarrel with thofe women., who 
can be rational — - but they are fuch rare 
produ6tions, that were not your aunt 
and coufm exceptions to the hypotheiis, 
I fhould confider mifs Par>M£L as the 
phoenix of the age. 

Amiablb as my heart efteems miis 
Parnel, returned the Major, I am far 
from looking upon her as a lingular char- 
acter. Reafon and.love^ however wifely 
F 5 fools 
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fools may refine upon the fubjeA, are 
by no means incompatible ; nor is it pc^ 
fible for me to fuppofe mifs PARNR.Lii 
has no equal ; notwithftanding 1 am pat-i 
pably convinced no woman upon earth 
could have fo powerfully attacked me.«^ 
But you have given me a theme, added 
he, fmiling, which I could expatiate 
xipon from mom to dewy eve^ a fummn^s 
day. 

Oh, good fir, cried captain Jambs; 
I befeech you to referve your theme unex- 
aufted, until a more fuitable period. —-We 
have no fummer's days, at prefect, to 
throw away ;— nor would fuch foitnefsbfr 
any means, correfpond with London joys. 
—But, (hould Henry once become* aiti 
inamorato, aiid a peace take place, then 
may ye retreat to fome fylvan fcene, and, 
comparing your pathetic pity moving 
notes, more ftrongly cement your alrea- 
dy unexampled friendfliip, whilft I ■ ■ 

Meet with the due punifliment of 
your infenfibility, returned the Major, 
a perpetual condemnation to folitary 
complaining, without the confolation w 
even one fympathizing friend. 

James is a happy fellow, at preient, 
faid captain Henrv; and, I hope, his 
airy volatile difpofition will at all times 

fecurc 
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fccure from the great misfortune a tender 
attachment muft infallibly prove both to 
him and myfelf. — To whom can the 
poor man be attached without difagreca- 
ble confcquences ? — if his ambition in- 
cites him to look up to a woman of fortune, 
ten to one but he is infulted and dcfpifed 
andl. (hould he be captivated by merit 
alone—— 

He muft be either a fool or a.mad* 
man, faid captain James, haftily break- 
ing in upon him. The gloomy Henry, 
continued be, addreflSng the Major, 
has prefentcd us with a moft dreary 
wretched profpcft.— We were not born 
in a romantic age. nor are our appetites 
calculated for the airy fubfiftance of er- 
rant knights. — Merit alone, quotha! 
-^no (hadows for me. — If I could in- 
tleed pick up any thing fo fubftantial, as 
ten or twenty thoufand pounds, I (hould 
perhaps be tempted to purchafe it at the 
expence of my liberty ; though, by the 
way, I ihould confider it as a moft ex- 
travagant price. 

. I COMMEND you, James, faid the Ma- 
jor, for your fentiments. — Ambuionis 
by no means an unworthy paifion, in a 
young man -, but rather deferves culti- 
vation, under proper reftriftions. If you 
F 6 "arc 
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are not over nice as to your woman, you 
need not defpair of a handfome provi- 
fion. — We have too many inllanccs of 
the very refufe of mankind bearing all 
before them in the fortune hunting trade 
to doubt the fuccefs of real merit, un- 
lefs we were capable of paying the ladies 
fo vile a compliment, as to fuppofe, 
that with fo good a perfon to recom- 
ihend you, they would have objedbns 
to your having been genteelly bred, and 
being a young fellow of reputation and 
honor, 

I WILL be hanged, faid captain James, 
if the fine feeling Henry would not 
be fo fqueamilh, as to decline a tender 
of that nature, from a fine woman (for 
his humility would not permit him to 
fpeak) either from the apprchcnfion oi 
over charging his gratitude, or fome 
whimfical difguft he would conceive at 
her breach ot delicacy, in making the 
firft advance. 

It is well for you, James, faid the Ma- 
jor, that our time will not permit you 
ro cxrpofc yourfelf any farther, for I fee 
my carriage is ready, and my aunt is 
not fo fafhionable as to drink her tea at 
eight o'clock at night. 

It 
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It is ftrange that you cannot be (cnfi- 
ble of the dreadful figure you make, 
whenever you attempt, as on the pre- 
fent occafibn, to ihine at your brother*! 
ezpence, for the virtues of his chara&er 
are fuch, as muft refle& honor upon 
him, (though mangled in the grcateft 
degree by ridicule, or diftorted by ill 
nature) and teach us at the fame time, to 
entertain, but an indifferent opinion of 
tiiat peribo^ who can make a facrifice 
of his judgement^ to indulge his rir^^ 
city. 



CHAP; 
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CHAP. XIII. 

Contains fome ufeful hints for mothers^ and 
daughters^ — a piece offophiftry too fr§^ 
quently preached by young minds, ^^ A 
joumty — a vijit — a fcheme formed im 
confequence 0/ that viJit — wthapieci 
offinejfe wcrt/jy imitation. ' 

LAD Y Hampton was fo well plcafed 
with the young gtrntlemen, that Die 
gave them a general inviration to her 
houfe, with the Tame unrcferved freedom 
as was praftifed by her nephew. 

Miss, who had a peculiar turn for 
raillery, was highly taken with captain 
James's behaviour, — (he had been ac- 
cullomed to be addrefied in fuch idle 
ftrains —her tenets no fooner communi- 
cated than adopted, — that the contra- 
dictory, though polite humor of the 
handlbme jar, had many charms for her. 

This Jady, as weiiave already inti- 
mated, was in her one and twentieth 
year ; a good fet of features, the bloom 
of youth, and an engaging fprightlinels 
rendered her face ftr iking, though not a 
beautiful one. Her difpofition was good- 
nefs iifelf, and fo fweedy was her natural 

vein 
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vein for fatirc, tempered by benevolence 
and candor, that where it created her 
one little minded enemy, it procured her 
twenty approving friends. 

Lapy Hampton had difplayed her 
iine talents in their brighteft colors, in 
lier daughter's education. She had form- 
ed her judgment with unfpeakable deli- 
cacy, and retained unlimited rule over 
her, by a filken rein, — flie was indeed 
the companion and friend of her daugh- 
ter, — and her daughter the affeftionatc 
dependent and humble imitator of her 
mother •, the approbation of the fenfiblc 
was the tcftimony of her merit — the ap- 
probation of her own heart -^ its reward. 

'r.HE Major's fcheme of furprifing his 
friends by introducing them to an agree- 
able female, inftead of the one he ha4 
dcfcribed, fucceeded to his utmoft wifh. 
Mr. Henry's equal mind did not how- 
ever betray fuch palpable fyftems of 
aftonifhment, as his brother's, who ftart- 
ing back a few paces in great confufion 
— was unable to acquit himfelf of the 
ceremony ufual upon fuch occafions, 
with the grace it required, 
j The Major took upon him to account 
for his deficiency with much pleafantry, 
and bore fo hard upon captain James, 

that 
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that he could not rally his fpirits for 
fome time, — efpecially as his neart had 
undergone an uncommon palpitation from 
the irrcfiftible vivacity of mifs Hamp- 
ton's eyes.— He however, at length, be- 
came fo coUefted as to bear no incon- 
fiderable part in that afternoon's conver- 
fation. 

From this period the gentlemen per- 
fcftly lived at lady Hampton's, not a 
day pafTing without their {pending fome 
hours of it at Privy Garden. 

The young lady had no conception^ 
that her acquaintance with captain Jamss 
(notwithftanding (he found her good lik- 
ing increafe with every renewed vifit^ 
could ever be productive of any unplea- 
fijjg confequence. 

It was true, that in his abfence every 
incident that occurred, either trivial or 
important, was conneftcd with his idca» 
— ^what would captain James fay upon 
fuch or fuch an occaflon ? What would be 
his fentiments — how would he aft— • 
would he, or would he not be affefted, 
were for ever the fuggeftions of her heart. 

A REFLECTION would fometimcs 
ftrike her,— but why captain James, and 
not his brother, — but then the reafon aK 
ways prcfcntcd itfelf— -he is lively tod 

has 



tfi7^ Miss Cl 1 f F£N. 113 

has fimilar fenfations with myfelf. — This 
excellent folution paffed current, and 
mifs Hampton was entirely unfufpicious 
of the empire, a little mifchievous deity 
was indaftrioufiy creating in her heart, 
to deftroy her peace. 

1 HE Major at this pundture receiv- 
ing a letter from Mr. Cliffen, inform- 
ing him that his brother moH: gladly ac- 
cepted his offer, and was impatient to 
come to town, he was fo very complai- 
fant as to leave his houfe, agreeably to 
the refolution he had taken, and difpenfe 
with a fingle apartment, with his young 
friends. 

Sir. Arthur, who had immediate in* 
teili^nce of this particular, prepared for 
Jiis journey with all expedition, not a 
little delighted at the diminution of thofe 
expences, he had laid down as infallible 
in this excurfion, by having his lodging 
gratis. 

The manner in which this good fami- 
ly travelled, was by no means a contrafl: 
to Or Francis Wrongh£ao's memora- 
ble journey. 

On this fide of a great old built coach 
was placed the two ladies, Mrs. Dollv 
their hand- maid, and the gloomy knight 
occupying the other, an overgrown 

fpaniel 
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fpaniel, the property and favorite of fir 
Arthur, was ported atone of the win- 
dows (and to prefcrve the uniformity oS 
the thing) a fwcct little Dutch bitch cur, 
of Mifs Margaret's, drew the atterir 
tion of all beholders to the oppofite one ; 
whilft on her lap fat purring with great 
demurenefs, a beautiful tortoife-lhell cat 
which that good lady had been frequently 
heard to declare enjoyed a larger fliare rf 
her afFeftion, than any friend or relation 
Ihe had upon earth. 

They were drawn by a heavy fet of iH 
matched hearts, — their coachman was 
lean and meagre*— their portilion was fat 
and greafy, and, to complete all, by way 
of decoration, an enormous fized trunk 
was ftrapt on behind for the double con- 
venience of their cloaths, and accom- 
modating Mr. Jacob with a feat; whofe 
figure, no lefs than his rttuation, did not 
a little contribute to the magnificence of 
the equipage. 

Sir Arthur's pride was rather mor- 
tified at the compliments Jacob received 
from the ftage-coachmen, waggoners^ 
and waggon-paflengers, they pai&d- in 
the courfe of their peregrination — but as 
the glafles were drawn up, and (when 
they had gained the high road at the end 

of 
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oi Coventry town) the carriage out of 
every one's knowledge, he hugged him* 
felf from the old proverb of. Let them 
laugh who win, tor the travelling ex* 
peaces of an extra horfe, befides the lofs 
of fle(h, he would in all probability have 
fuftained in performing fo long a journey, 
was aconfoling circumftance, thatfujfficies 
over-balanced their momentary and un- 
profitable mirtb. 

Miss Cliffen thought the journey 
tedious — but patience was. a leffon (he 
had not then to learn, (be therefore fup- 
ported thefe new fcenes with great com<- 
pofure, arid they, at length, arrived fafe 
in Grofvenor-fquare. 

The Major made them a polite 
complimental vifit the enfuing mornings 
and was mod graciouQy received by' the 
baronet, who was, indeed, profufe in his 
acknowledgments for the favor that gen- 
tleman had conferred upon him, intreat- 
ing he would add to it by letting him fee 
him often — and, on the Major's inti- 
mating his expeftations of leaving Eng- 
land^ exprefled a forrow he was incapable 
of feeling on any occafion, that fecured 
him from expence. 

Major Bromley, notwithftanding 
be was far from being charmed with fir 

Arthur's 
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Arthur's behavior, or the perfon of 
his ftiflf looking fifter, beheld his daugh- 
ter with uncommon delight. 

The beauty of her alpeft — the foft- 
nefs of her manners, and her eafy en- 
gaging addrefs, fo agreeably deluded 
him, that he was more than half per- 
fuaded, he was converfing with his be- 
loved mifs Parnell. The improba- 
bility of their being relations (as he had 
never heard the engineer mention his 
alliance to fuch a family) and the impoifi* 
bility of there being fo ftriking a rcfem- 
blance between unrelated perfons, puzz- 
Jed him extremely : he indulged himfelf 
with lengthening his vifit to the utrneft 
politenefs would admit, and even tnca 
xook his leave with palpable regret. 

Miss Margaret rejoiced at his de- 
parture, rude creature as he was; had he 
no eyes but for fuch a raw unbred thing 
as her niece ? 

The truth was, that, during the Ma- 
jor 's vifit, (he had made a moft attrac- 
tive difplay of her charms — but, had met 
with her ufual mortification, fhe being 
totally difregarded. She flew immc* 
di^tely to her apartment, where Mrs. 
Dolly was bufied in unpacking their ga/ 

trappings^ 
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trappings, and almoft out of breath with 
rcfentment. 

Is there any thing uncommonly fright- 
ful in my dreis to day, Dolly^ demand- 
ed (he, or engaging in my niece's, that 
(he alone ihould be the objecl of attention y 
I proteft I was never fo groffly ncglc6ted 
before in my whole life. 

Indeed madam, faid the well difpo- 
fed, though flattering Dolly, I think I 
never f^w you look better, than you have 
done this morning. — My young miftrefs 
cannot pretend to vie with you in tafte» 
nor itidetd does Jhe, for I have often 
heard her fay, my aunt is amazingl/ 
happy in her fancy, and drcfles witk 
great judgement. 

What could the fellow mean then, 
returned mifs Margaret, I tell you I 
was utterly difregarded. 

. Perhaps, madam, (aid Dolly (a fen* 
timcnt (he borrowed from her elder mif- 
trefs) the gentleman was only pitying my 
young lady's bafhfulnefs and innocence. 

Ignorance, call it ignorance, dear 
Dolly, faid mi(s Margaret interrupt- 
ing her. — 

Well then, madam, faid Dolly, 
dropping a curtefy, with your leave igno- 
rance. 
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rancc, when you imagined he was ad« 
miring her. 

' I vow, Dolly, faid mifs Margaret, 
with a fimpering grace, you are infinitely 
agreeable— and have a better under- 
ftanding than you folks are in general 
poffcfled ot\ — then your expreffions are 
happy — and your ideas, — you arefeldom 
miftaken in your ideas.— I begin to think 
I wronged the gentleman, he was by no 
means a bad figure, and we may fee him 
again perhaps, poor timid foft tool, how 
I too pity her. 

All this paffed whilft the lady altered 
her head drefs, and fhc returned to the 
parlor, in the moft perfeft harmony of 
fpirits imaginable. 

Dolly's fineflTe proceeded from an 
honeft caufe, — her attachment to mifa 
Cliffen— whofe life would have been 
one continual fcene of unhappinefs, if 
this prudent good-natured young woman, 
had nor, by playing the hypocrite in a 
moft egregious degree, occafipnally re- 
conciled her to herfelf, her niece, and all 
the world. 

When the Major returned to his 
lodgings, he informed his young friends 
how much he had b^en furprized and 

pleafed 
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pleafed with mifs Cliffen. He was ex- 
travagant in his encomiums upon her 
£ace, her (hape, her every excellence. 

Mr. James Crosby's countenance 
wore a farcaftic fmile durmg the gentle- 
man's warm defcription, and, on his con- 
cluding with the declaration, that no 
heart could refift her charms, that was 
not captivated by fome other objeft, he 
cried our, bear me to her. Major, bear 
me to her, I can (land the fire of her eyes 
undaunted ; however divine fhe may 
think herfelf, or you defcribe her — you 
will find me invulnerable. 

Without doubt, faid the Major, it 
will not be long before (he makes a vifit 
at my aunt's, I will then introduce you, 
Jaa^es, but at your peril be it — we will 
give you no quarter as a winner for your 
unprecedented hardinefs and vanity. 

I ACCEPT your terms, faid Mr. James, 
but Henry ihall not be of the party, his 
tender fympathy-feling difpofition is 
calculated to lead him into fome fuch 
fcrapes, and I will not be acceflary. 

Your pardon fir, returned the Ma- 
jor, they feem formed for each other, 
and I determined whilft I beheld her to 
procure him an interview. She has a 

fine 
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fine fortune, your brother's merit muft 
engage her approbation, and I think I 
have fufficient intereft to infure him one 
great friend in the family. I will leave 
nothing unattemptcd to raife him to 
that fituation, nature evidently intend- 
ed him for, by the uncommon pains 
fhe bellowed in the formation of his mind 
and manners. 

And yet, Major, faid captain James^ 
you muft allow, that the good dame 
committed a horrible blunder with re* 
fpeft to Henry, either from malice or 
ignorance, or fhe would never have dreflT- 
ed up fuch meekncfs as he poflcfTes in a 
mafculine habit. 

If meeknefs is only another name for 
humanity,youngfpark, returned the Ma- 
jor, your wit may not be altogether 
ill- adapted, though I think you pay us of 
the mafculine gender, a moft hidious 
compliment, when you would deprive us, 
of what alone diflinguifhes us from the 
brute creation, 

James, faid captain Henry, is ever 
ridiculing a feeling, which I am confident 
he himfelf experiences in an almofl ade- 
quate degree with his brother; if the 
volatile di%uife it wears in his breail 

was 
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was but dripped ofF, nor indeed is that 
the only deception his vivacity impofes 
upon. 

^ Dijon's appearance put a period to 
their converfation, by informing tliem 
that the morning was far advanced. 
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CHAP. XIV. 

Contains a demenjiration of the ilUeffeEts tf 
vanity — an inftance of the humor and in-^ 
jmcmiy of mankind. — The private re^ 
fleHions of two ladies upon a fimilar ftib^ 
jiSty-^ concluding with the premature of 
ibe one — and heroic refolutions of ibt 
•tber. 

LADY Hampton, out of compli- 
ment to Mr. James Cliffen, paid 
% vifit at Grofvemr-fquare^ and gave the 
ladies, 9$ well as fir Arthur, a very po* 
I^ ini'lUtion to dine with her the next 

^•: 

The baronet excufed himfelf, to avoid 
the expence of returning the favor, ^eu, 
pretence of an engagement ; but told her 
ladyfhip, that his fitter and daughter 
Jliould do themfelves the pleafure of wait- 
ing upon her. 

The Major and his friends were ^ 
be of the party, and the dinner hour was 
impatiently expcftcd by every feparate 
^rfon, except the -grave lady Hamp- 

TOJT* 

T«» 
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The period of aflembling, however, 
at length arrived, and when the firft 
ceremonies were over, they becaaie in- 
fenfibly familiar, and pleafed with each 
other; good humor and complacency 
glowed on every cheek, and mils Mar- 
garet's hard features were, in fome niea- 
fure relaxed. 

This lady's particular turn was not 
long undifcovered by the arch captain 
James, who, merely by the levity of his 
diipofition, afFefted co be ftruck with her 
tafte and addre fs, and gave evident; V^r 
kens of fingular approbation* 

Miss Margaret, in whofe compo^ 
fition ingratitude to an admirer had no 
ihare, was fo fenfible of the diftindlioci 
paid her, that (he had no attention but 
ibr him, and liftened to fome of the 
brighteft fpeeches he had ever attempted 
to utter in bis whole life, with unwearied 
pleafure and fatisfadion. — And when the 
parting hour came, the captain complete* 
ed his conqueft of her heart, by iniifting 
upon waiting upon her home, efoeciaily 
as he, by a fly iniinuation, as he nanded 
her out of the carriage, gave her to un- 
G t derftand^ 
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derftand, he (hould be very unhappy if 
he did not fee her again in a fhort time. 

Captain James was (o much diverted 
at this antiquated virgin, as in her ab- 
fence he politely ftyled her, that he de- 
clared he would take every opportunity 
of feeding her vanity by a repetition of 
the fame idle things, he had that day ear 
tertained her with — adding, that he could 
hardly reftrain his laughter at the re- 
bukive looks the Major and his bro- 
ther caft at him, and the formal fhew-^of 
civility they obferved towards her— ex- 
tolled his own ingenuoufnefs to the fkies^ 
protefllng he would as foon be guilty of 
high treafon as hypocrify. 

James, faid the Major, your vivacity 
tranfports you beyond your reafon,. whai 
name can you give to your late behavior ? 
Raillery, raillery, replied-he, the man that 
runs, may read it. 

But are you not convinced, iaid the 
Major, that the lady put a literal con- 

■ftrudion upon all you faid. 

I HAD no defire Ihe ftiould, returned 
he, it was the folly of her own condu^b, 

that 
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that induced me to affume a falfe cha- 
faAer, and ffce rnuft anfwer it to hci^lf 
•— 'jt is no concern of [nine.. 

Your doftrinc James, faid the Ma- 
jor, is far fronri orthodox^ for though I 
mull acknowledge the lady was in fome 
pieafure to blame, I cannot wholly ac- 
quit: you, — we ought to compaflionatc,* 
Bot Tidiculc the weaknds of our fellow' 
mortals. j ' : * > 

Your humble fcrvant,&ther pRANciat 
faid captain James, bewing humorouQy 
Jr^tut let me tell yobv ' that even the 
^int-likc difpofition you would recom* 
mend has its limitatiofts^ — the perfonal 
or intellcftual defefts of the human fpe- 
cies demand our pity — but the follies of 
the world are food for fatire^ and I wa^ 
and ever (hall be a cormorant there. But 
my brother's fentiment of the niece— 
what fays our Henry to the Iqvely 
maid ? — 

Our Henry, as you call him, faid the 
Major^ cannot but approve her, but I 
perceive the gratification of your, idle 
humor will be. produftive of fome very 
^anpleafing confequcnces. 

G 3 And 
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And pray, returned Mr. James, whtt 
nvife thing may your honor's forcli^ 
fuggcft. 

That the elder lady, faid the Ma jOR^ 
will molt certainly expcft the admiratioa 
you have afFeftcd to be infpired with^ 
to incrcafc with your acquaintance, con* 
fcquently the leaft falling off in that par^ 
titular livould be taken fo heinoufly bjr 
her, as to occaflon an infuperable bar to 
all future acccfs with either. 

Oh fir, faid Mr. James, you may 
compofc your apprehenfions upon that 
account, for I do affure you, Henry Ihall 
never be a fufFcrer from his brother's 
levity ;—-for (hould it become eflential, 
I will even marry the lady to fcrve him, 
— it is but obtaining fucceffive foreign 
ftations— -a deliverance many an honeft 
ftllow vainly fighs for. 

Such was the gentlemen's converfa* 
tion, and, notwithftanding the ladies were 
far from being equally communicative^ 
their thoughts were not the lefs employ- 
ed by the company they had quitted. 

Misa 
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. Miss Ma-hgaret complained of ww*^ 
rihefs, and retired immediacety to her 
apartnient, in order to indulge the ovct-< 
Sowings of her heart without incerrup* 
tion ; her niece followed her example lOF 
once unreluftamly, and they fepar^lttiy 
laid their heads upon their pillow^ not t0 
court repofe-- but give a^ logfe to mc^^ 
taxion. 

Miss Cliffen involuntarily wilhcd 
for another interview^ with the handfooie 
brodierfr) (he admired captata JamIIs's 
^nghclinefs and hurnQr, but fhe thought 
Mr. IIenhy had greatly the advancago^ 
both in 6gure and polhenefs* SucK de^^ 
iicacy in his expreffions, fuch fenfibility 
ifi his manner — the mod accomplifhed 
tliat Ihe had ever converfed withj and 
properly calculated to pleafe her taftc^ 
What deference did he not pay to heir 
judgment — what elegant^ what well- 
chofen compliments did he addrefs to^ 
her, — (he had never experienced fo muck 
pleal'ure in any vifit before iaher whole 
life. 

She then lamented her aunt V unhappy 

vanity. — Upon recollcdtion though: it 

G 4 rather 
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rather ungenteel of captain James to take 
advantage of it, and fo evidently divert 
himfelf at her expence : (he had obferved 
his brother to call many difapproving 
looks upon him, but he was incorrigible. 

How amiable the contraft,— he was' 
incapable of that little fatisfaftion the 
wcakncfs or follies of a woman could 
communicate to a narrow mind, — inl 
(hort, (he would endeavor to go to flcep 
and think no more of bim, 

■ She did fo-*but Mr. Henry Cros^. 
by's image ftill prefented itfclf — and Ihe 
was obliged once more to rcfolve, on her 
awaking— -that fhe would never agaia 
permit him to enter her thoughts. 

Miss Mab caret pafled the night m 
the moil pleafing cogitations imaginable, 
•»— fhe had often concluded fhe had givcri 
gentlemen their death's wound, from a 
much flighter or rather no foundation,— 
no wonder then fhe fhould conceive 
amazing expedations from captain 
James's behavior. 

But, as an amour had no charms in 

her imagination unlefs conduced with aii 

; air 



kir of myftery, ihe detcrmiDed td inti- 
mate to her lover (provided he gave her 
an opportunity byfollicitingpermiflion to 
wait upon her) thatihc w^s not at liberty 
to receive his vifits publicly, for that her 
brother, who was a man of a moft jSetu- 
liar turn of mind, was cxtremdy,averfe to 
her entering into any tender engagement^ 
from the narrow motive of augnoentin^ 
his daughter's already prepoftcrous for- 
tune by retaining her fingle. 

Miss Margaret was confcious that 
this precaution was neceffary in order to 
prevent fir Arthur's taking alarm at 
the unfuitablenefs of her lover's: age, and 
perhaps fmali fortune, with fifty othor 
perhapfes equally in disfavor of her farther 
connexion with him, — all of which (he 
intended artfully to cover under the fug- 
geftion above-mentioned. 

BiTT what recommended the fchcme (he 
was forming, beyond every other confi- 
deration was the quickening eSeft it would 
infallibly have, upon the captain ^ for (bfi 
had been informed both from reading and 
converfation, that difficulties were ever 
delightful to a lover,— »confequentIv, that 
he who vifited his miftrcis hj uealth, 
G 5 could 
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could alone be capable of cxperiencinff 
all chofe pleafing perturbations — fo often 
afiefted, but never truly felt, except in a 
clandeftine interview. 

The pretty confufion, youthful appre* 
tienfions, and mutual felicity peculiar to 
fuch occafions, were not only eligible but 
pcrfedlly enchanting ; and fhe tremblcrf 
left any evil accident fhould prevent her 
putting her deiign into execution. 

A CONFIDANT was the next thing that 
occurred to her, as being an infcparable 
appendix to an amour. This article gave 
her great perplexity, it could not be her 
niece— -impoffible — (he was formal in 
fentiments, fuch a lover of decorum, that 
flie was utterly difqualified for that 
honor. 

Their maid— worfe and worfe — her 
neice would too probably worm thefecret 
out of her — and a fecond-handinforma* 
tlon give an ill-appearance to what in i^ 
ielf was extremely natural and innocent. 

The houfc-maid, cook, &c, &c, fc-^ 
verally prefcnted themfclves to her bufy 

^imagination. 
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imagination, buc were reje£ted for good 
wd fubftantial rcafons. 

At length, JACOB/Camc under cotifi* 
deration ; his fimplipty — the many years 
be had lived in the family, a fhrewdnefs 
fo bordering upon difcretion ; his love of 
money — his parade when even employed 
lA common matters, but above all, the 
integrity and addrefs with which he had 
executed eyeiry commiffion ihe had in- 
trufted him with, pleaded ftrongly ia hia 
favor. 

But atas, his fex was an objeAion, »t 
was impoQible flie CQuId interrogate him 
with fo little refervc as a female^ refped- 
ing the looks, the expreiSons, and tender 
difordcr of her lover upon the receipt of 
every afiedlionate epiftle or jiappy afiig* 
nation. — What felicity ! —Yet (he muft 
iacrifice it to her better tntereft of having 
a go-between /he could rely upon. 

Some further time elapfed before flie 
could determine in what language ta 
break the affair to him •, — when lo, the 
uncertainty of her having occafion for his 
affiltance, ftared her in the face in fo bold 
and CQjafident a manner^ that ihe was^ 
G 6 quite 
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quite out of countenance ; and as it were' 
involuntarily acknowledged, that it would? 
be wifeft to regulate her future condu£t 
by captain James's behavior ; neverthe^ 
Icfs repeating her refolution, that Jacob' 
fliould be the perfon employed, if fhc 
could but procure him bufinefs. 

This lady was however foon convinc- 
ed, that (he might have fpared herfelf the 
trouble of cafting about for a confidant; 
as (he had the pleafure of feeing the gen- 
tleman very near as often as fhe could 
with decency wifli at lady Hampton's, 
ifithout the leaft interruption from her 
brother, who never fufFered himfelf to b6 
prevailed upon, to engagie in one of their 
parties. 

His time indeed was more nobly 
fpent, than in harmlefs chat or rational 
vifits, fortune having been fo peculiariy 
indulgent to bim a tew fuccecding days 
after his arrival in town as to caft an old 
acquaintance in his way, that in every rc- 
fpt6t fuited his purpofes and inclination.^ 

This acquaintance, whofe name was 
PfiTERsoN, had been a wag in his youth-, 
•Md ^ftill rcMiaed fuch a degree of levity 
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in his conduft and conrerfation, as ren^ 
dered him at all. times an acceptable 
companion with the coronet. They had 
had fevcral frolics together at Paris^ when 
fir Arthur traveled for improvement, 
and the profound fecrecy Peterson had 
^bferved, refpeftine every foch con* 
nexion, had not a little contributed to 
eftablifh the caufal attachment. 

Birr as caution was the card fir Ar« 
THUR played during his father*s life, he, 
though mod reludta.ntly, declined all 
correfpondencc with his favorite, on ac- 
count of his profligate charafter, for feat 
of dete£fcion, and he had too well ftudicd 
ifir Christopher's difpofition, to flatter 
himfelf with the leaft degree of toleii- 
tion, if ever caught tripping, t:onfcquiert(?» 
ly this unexpeded favor of the ficklls 
goddcfs, was of treble value, fron) his hav- 
ing for many years utterly defpaired, o^ 
€vcr again enjoying his much loved coitf- 

•pany. ' * 

.... .. , . ' 't 

'■ A neighboring cofiee-houfe, ihtb 
which the baronet had ftrolled for the fake 
of diflipation, was moft happily produc- 
tive of his reunion with this lang loft 
brother ia iniquity, who (under the di- 

* • - rcftion 
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rcAion of fome propitious fpirit)'h4<| 
ieaced himlelf in the moff confpicuom 
box, where he perufed the papers and fip^ 
ped his capilaire with equal comppfure* 

The lines of each of their countenance* 
were too Urongly marked, for even the 
iron hand of time to have wrought any 
confiderable alterationt therefore their 
eyes were mutually (truck, their hearts 
reciprocally afFeded and the exclama- 
tions; Can it be Peterson ! — Sure it is 
Mr. Cliffen! no fooner difcharged than 
the warmly prelfed hand confirmed their 
doubtful happinefs. 

They then, with one confent, ha(i:ene4 
to a private room, where fir Arthur 
communicated hb change of fortune, and 
unchanged bent of inclination. 

Two bottles of claret inAantly bled in 
bonor of their paft and unexpe^edly re- 
newed friendfhip, at the conclufion of 
which Mr. Peterson propofed introduc- 
ing the baronet to a fine woman of his 
acquaintance, with whom he could infurc 
him a mod welcome reception. — A pro^ 
pofal that was gladly accepted by that 
gentleman, as it was the very thing he 

could 
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cobld have wifticd i they therefore faHicd 
forth to pay their devoirsy and fo well did 
the lady acquit herfelf, that fir AaTH^m 
was dubbed keeper that very eveniog^ 
Mr. PETE&saK had a fnug box at Riclh' 
mondyihtTC he frequently accofoamodated 
his friends^ and rendered hitpfelf ft moft 
ufeful and obliging perfon. 

. Miss Clipfitv had the. misfortune t# 
difcover her father's tafte for yidoua 
amufements, in a ihort time after they 
were fettled in L9ndon\ a difcovery that 
proved a perpetual alloy to the felicitjr 
ihe would otherwife have derived from 
faer agreeable connexions : it W4B her in*- 
oocence and afiedton^ that had alone pro- 
vented her from becoming fenfible of k 
in the country, nor would any otber^ tbao^ 
a moft notorioufly flagrant ijDckient have ^ 
opened her eyes. 

She prcfomedto exprefs mucfa^iobap^ 
pineis upon the occafion, which did noC 
fail xo indir her father's . mortal difpk*- 
furc, hotwithftanding her remonftrancea 
were tempered byrthcniceft fenfeof dut];i» 
and all that delicacy and Ibftnefs, siM 
were her principal charadterifticst 

Sm 
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Sir Arthur, however, forbore flyinK 
out, as was his ufual cuftom when offend^ 
ed, but it was the confideration of his 
own reputation, not parental tendernefs, 
that reft rained him ; and as he every day 
became more and more attached to his 
pieafures, confequently alienated from 
his child, he fecrctly determined to re*- 
vcnge the aflFront fhc had given him, by 
'difpofing of her the very firft oppor- 
tunity. 

Miss Cliffen was too well acquunl^ 
cd with her father's temper, not to be 
lenfible that he was forming fome plot 
againfl her ; and as (he had rather haftily 
parted with her heart, even beyond her 
own power of recalling it, flie trembled 
for theconfequence; what Ihe could, (he 
did, towards the recovery of the little 
pervcrfe fugitive, — now foothuig— now 
chiding — but, at length, finding that 
like a frbward child, it became only the 
:inore rcfradory, the more it was corrcft*- 
cd; fhe gave it over for Idft, and fat 
idowii tolerably content, from having 
nothing to reproach herfelf with in the 
rvhole adain 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. XV, 

yl very fift pretty reading chapter ^ love he* 
ing the chief fubjeSl^ — except j indeed j 
where an ugly dejign is formed by an un* 
generous mother^ in order to eradicate 
that tender paffioh from her daughter's 
heart. 

MISS Margaret, at length, af- 
• tained the defire of her heart, and 
the trufty Jacob was brought into employ^ 
ment. . It was true, (he had had the plea*^ 
fare of hearing one and the fame uorj 
fo frequently repeated, that it was a great 
refle£i:ion upon her memory, that even 
one fyllable ihould be new to her \ but^ 
there was dill fomethine to figh for, (he 
had not an evidence of her fwain's fide« 
lity or admiration beyond what occa« 
ficnally felt from his lips, and, as hi^ 
cxpreffions were pcrfeft hieroglyphics, as 
it were, of his mind, (he could not reft un« 
til (he obtained a viQble and fpeaking 
copy — or in other words, a tender epiftle. 

The captain was, for fome time, very 
dull in his apprehenfions, which occa- 
fioned his fair miilrefs unfpeakable mor-; 

tification^ 
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tification } but in the end fhe condeicended 
to become io very explicit, that captain 
James, not only perfcftly underftood her 
meaning, but acquited himielf of a lite* 
SUV cflay to his own, and the lady's fa^ 
Cisfadlion. 

This point gained, mifs Maegaret 
^ould neither fuffer her lover or herCelf 
to be idle ; file was punAual to a nicety 
in returning anfwers, confequently the 
ball ever refted with the captain, who 
could not confidently with politenefs, or 
rules of amour, fuffer it long to enjoy tl^ 
blcfling of inaAivicy. 

But if the lady was flattered, the genr 
tteman was entertained in the higbeft dt^ 
gree, the falfe orthography, far-fetched 
cxpreilions, and glaring a|Fedation,.with 
which every new inftance of her folly was 
decorated, proved an inexauftible fund of 
mirth for him. But had his inclination 
prompted him to retreat, he would have 
been retrained from putting it in execu*- 
tion, by the confideradon ot its being in* 
compatible with his brocher*s interefl. 

All mi($ Clitfsm's prudence was ntife 
proof againil captaia Ci^QaJSjr's cIo- 

quence,, 
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quence, and her aunt's example; but, at 
her heart had betrayed her into a clan-r 
deftinc attachment, Ihc was by the force 
of her lover's arguments, prevailed upon 
to enter into a clandeftine correfppnd- 
ence. 

Sue was much diffatisfied with berfclf 
for giving into fuch a ftep, but then, as 
ibe never gave her gentleman the mo0i 
diftant hope of bellowing her hand upon 
him, unlefs it were poifible to remove 
that mountain of impediments that ftood 
between her father's and uncle's confenty 
to fuch an unprofitable, however happy 
union, there could be no great harm iu 
it; — fhe was only following her aunt'i 
lead,— and, indeed, was much lefs inex^ 
cufable, as fhe fought no other gratifica* 
cion, than what flattery could beftow; 
Whereas capuin Henry's letters. foften^ 
ed her cares, brightened her amufements^ 
and, in (hort, afiorded her fuch innocent^ 
though heart-felt fatisfa£tion,*— -fhe could 
not think of depriving herfclf of it. He 
was a means likewife of improving her 
underftanding, his fcntiments were fo re- 
fined, his notions of life lb juft, and his 
knowlec^ge of the world foextenfive. She 
Ibuod her&lf a rory, ignorant creature,, 

and 
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and (hould not do hcrfelf jufticc if fhii 
ueglcftcd fuch an opportunity of enlarge 
ing her mind. If alfo rendered her z 
more expert pen- worn an than ufua], — - 
how rapidly her thoughts flowed in upon 
her, — (he was amazed, fo as flie ufcd tcr 
deteft writing, and now always quited it 
with reluftance, fceming ever to have left 
fomcthing of moment unfaid. She was 
entirely indebted to the captain for that 
conqueft of her indolence, nor indeed 
was it the only favor {he had to thank 
him for. 

MissCliffen's anfwers to Mr. Cros« 
Bv's moft tender epiftles were fuch, tM 
rcflcded honor upon her fex, her lover 
and herfelf, and could not fail of proving 
excellent patterns for young ladies under 
fimilar circumftances ; could the author 
without deftroying the thread of his hi(-. 
tory introduce them, but as that is im^ 
poflible, he leaves it to the delicate and 
lively imagination of his readers to fug- 
geft her fentiments, afTifting fo far, how- 
ever, as to tell them no affefted coldncfs, 
no unbecoming warmth appeared in one 
finglc expreflTion -, but elegance, tender- 
nefs, modefty and fmcerity governed the 
wholes many might have wrote more 

wittily^ 
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Tirittily, many more learnedly, not one 
more properly, they were, in ftiort, in the 
language of Mr. Pope. 

Nature to advantage dreft 



What oft was thought^ but ne^erfo well 
expreft. 

Lady Hampton's penetration would 
not permit her to be long infenfible, that 
icaptain James had made a conqueft of 
her daughter's heart; (he indeed very 
unwillingly admitted the fufpicion, but 
upon due obfervation found it impollible 
to doubt. 

The young lady's vivacity began to 
droop, except when animated by his pre- 
fence and converfation ; fhe was appa- 
rently difcomppied at the affiduities he 
p^d mifs Margaret, as fhe was unac- 
quainted With his motive, grew fond of 
retirement, fighed frequently without ap- 
pearing concious ot it, and in a word, be- 
trayed every love-like fymptom. 

Lady Hampton, notwithftanding fhe 
was fuperior to every narrow prejudice, 
and generoufly approved and counte- 
aanced the meritorious, of whatever rank 
m denomination, wai both mortified and 
"^ aJarmci 
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alarmed at her daughter's growing indio:* 
nation for a young fellow, whofe con* 
nexions were obfcurc — profpefts to -the 
lad degree limited — and whofe morals^ 
could flic have over-looked every other 
article, would have proved an infupcra- 
blc objedlion. Captain James was too 
volatile and giddy- headed to be much 
upon his guard in any company, and as 
he had no particular reafon to induce him 
to fupprefs his natural levity, even in 
lady Hampton's prcfencc, fo long as 4c 
kept to the windward of brutality or ill- 
manners \ he had made no fecret of hii 
averfion to a life of fhackles as he termed 
the matrimonial, nor was he either mor« 
tified or offended at receiving a gravi 
leAure upon fuch occafion from that 
good lady. 

Her ladyfliip was greatly perplexed 
in what manner to avail herfelf of thia 
difagreeable difcovery — (he was per-* 
Ibaded aufterity would be .unneceuSn^ 
with fuch a mind as mifs Hampton pdf- 
fefied-^nor could (he have beea capable 
in all events of pradtifing it without 
wounding her own heart. To have thtt 
child unhappy, whofe felicity alone hwi 
for many years been the objeft of her afe^ 

tention 
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fcntion and purpofe of her life, was a re- 
flexion (he could not fupporc, and Ihe» 
at length, determined to take her ne- 
phew's advice in fo critical and impor- 
tant an affair. It was not long before (he 
found an opportunity of engaging him 
privately, when (he communicated all 
her anxiety, and itsfourcc without re* 
fcrrc. 

The Majou had made the fame dif- 
^vcryas her ]ady(htp fome time before, 
and was almbftelqaally concerned at it, . 

I WOULD not for the worlds faid lady 
Hampton, add to my child's afBidtion, 
ftie IS fufficiently punifhed in having per- 
mitted her incHn!a.tions to foe engagedby^t 
fhan of fo careleft and inattentive a di(^ 
pofitioh, that I dare believe he is the hft 
Who will fufpcft the advantage hp has 
filled. I bJame myfclf, continued Jhci 
lor my own (bUy -and narrow-(ightedne(s 
in expofii% -pANifT to the misfortune 
ihe had- incurred by promoting the zc* 
<}uaintanec:*— fidt what couJd Idq-^^tht 
cuftomof the age obliges us tohave fome 
connexion with your fcx,-*--aod I flattcr- 
td myfelf I had performed my part when 

I encouraged 
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j encouraged only the vilits of men of 
honor. 

I AM forry madam, faid the Major,' 
that I fhould have been acceflaiy, by my 
introdu£tion of thefe young fellows to 
your ladyihip's and my coufin's un-* 
eafinefs, but there is no forefeeing events 
•—I would not be underftood to plead ia 
a wrong caufe, yet you muil give me leave 
|o fay, that if perfonal and mental ^c- 
compliihments could be deemed a comr 
penution for want of fortune, no men 
upon earth are more worthy confidera- 
lion than James and his brother. 

WsRE we to wave all mention of pecu* 
niary advantages, returned lady Hamp^ 
TON, and allow your friend all that merit 
your partiality prompts you to impute 
to him,— would not my daughter's paf- 
fion dill be hopelefs, unlefs we could con- 
defcend to give the infenfible youth a 
dired intimation of it— -but as it is appa- 
rent, his difpoHtion is not in any degree 
calculated to make a well-judging wo- 
man happj, we need not call ink 
ftronger objeftion; 

ICAlf 
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- I CAN fugged but one remedy, madam, 
faid the Major, —remove iny coufm 
from town— James's infenfibility and 
Fanny's well known delicacy will fc^ 
cure you from every apprehenfion of his 
eitlier following, or correfponding with 
her. 

But what will fecure me, faid her 
ladyihip, haftiJy, from the knowledge of 
my child, being unhappy, — however, re- 
fumed (he, after a fhort paufe, we muft 
render the feparation as tolerable to her 
as poffible,— and in order to prevent her 
difcovering or even fufpefting that (he is 
conveyed into the country upon his ac- 
count,' we mufl: have recourie to fome lit« 
tie artifice $«— I am convinced the town 
would have no charms for her, if he was 
to quit iti and therefore would wifh to 
impofe a tale upon her that fhould make 
our retreat her own requeit. 

But do you think this caution nectU 
fary, returned the Major, — declaring 
your own inclination to vifit your featt 
would be fufficient. My coufin — « 

I N£V£R yet. Gild her lady (hip break- 

u)g in upon him rather abruptly* (ound 

Vol. !• H Fanky 
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Fanny deficient in even a point of com- 
plaifance, I cannot therefore doubt her 
where her duty is concerned ; but, nephew^ 
it is plain, you have not fo much attend- 
cd to the operations of the human heart 
&s myfelf, or you would be fenfihle, that 
ienity can alone fubdue a pafTion of dm 
nature. — It hurts us to have our judge- 
ments called in queftion upon any occa- 
fion, but more particularly where the 
heart not the head is concerned. Paren- 
tal care begins to lofe its weight, and filial 
affeftion to decline, the moment love 
fakes pofleffionof ayoung bread.— -Op- 
pofition contributes to the extindion of 
both, and the misfortune is, that .what- 
ever the parent is deprived of, the lover 
acquires. Fanny has as yet taken no 
ftep, but what demands compaffion, ra- 
ther than reproach, but was (he once ap- 
prized of my diffatisfadlion, my hurry- 
ing her into the country, though merely 
with a view to heal her peace, would be 
conftrued a diftruft of her prudence, nor 
Ihould I be able to convince her I did 
not apprehend the young man had an in- 
tention to addrefs her, and (he to encou* 
rage him,— war would be inftantly dc- 
tMred— and, as I had commenced hofti- 
.litiest I muft take the confequence ; — * 

Ac 
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fhe would conceive him as no lefs injured 
by my proceedings than herfelf, — and 
in (hort, I (hould finally accomplifh, 
what Ilhould be endeavoring to prevent 
— the favorable imprelHon Ihe nas re- 
ceived of him becoming permanent. 

It was at laft fettled between them, 
th^tthe Major fliould engage captiin 
James to attend him to Batb^ under pre- 
tence of bufinefs with Mr. Jame$ Clip- 
FEN, and that he (hould bring him tt> 
take a formal leave of his friend in Pri^- 
Oarden % lady Hampton's heart fecinod 
greatly relieved by this coofultatiob, as 
file flattered herfelf it would be pcdchks 
ti\re of the wi(hed for fuccefi« 



.i : ■. 
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CHAP; XV. 

Contains what cannot fail of pUafmg every ^ 
reader under eighteen. -^ Bui^ as it tends 
to clear up fome rather obfcure paffdges 
in this hijlory^ muji not bepajfed over by 
any age orfex^ unlefs they are content ta. 
jdrop both author and work at this periods 

WHEN the Major returned ta- 
his lodgings, he was greatly fur- . 
prized to find Captain Henry Crosby^ 
with the utmofl dejection of afpe£t| wait- 
ing his arrival. 

His heart immediately fluttered^ as it 
were, from fympathy, with uncommoa 
apprchenfions. 

Major, faid Captain James, with 
his ufual gaiety, we have news for you. 
— But why, added he, looking archly, 
that dolorous look ? — What terrible 
misfortune do you imagine is in (tore 
for you ? 

The Major's fpirits by no means cor- 
rcfponding with his friend's, he intreat* 

cd. 



fd, with an anxioufly inqwifirive air, 
that he would not keep him in fufpence. 

Are you prepared, then, replied 
Captain James abruptly, for a fecond 
embarkation ? 

' The Major inftantfy reproached 
himfelf for the little deceit he had been 
planning with his aunt. — This unex- 
pedled fummon (for he had hoped to ob- 
tain fome home ftation, notwithftanding 
he was refcrved in that particular) ap- 
pearing to him in the ligrit of a judgCf^ 
mcnt. — What had hi to do wkh tno- 
thef 5 and daughter's ? — Or how could 
he in confciehce condemn his coulih for 
fche choice Ihc had made, when he him* 
felf was wholly attached to merit. 

These: reflexions engroflcd him fo en-' 
tirely for a few moments, that he was to- 
tally infenfibJe of every thing around him, 
but recoUefting himfelf; arid* affuming 
the beft grace his circiimftahces would 
admit ; I am confcious, James, faid he, 
that I muft make a very ridiculous figure 
iri the airy judgcmerit'of 'fu'ch a fpark as 
you are, for receiving a* piece of inform* 
ation I ought to have been prepared for, 
H 3 from 
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from the nature of my profefllon, with 
fuch apparent diflatisfadionJ 

For my part, returned Captain Jambs, 
with affcfted aftoniflitnent, I am perr 
fedlly petrified — perhaps it is fympathy : 
for, though Henry is ordered only to 
join his regiment in the^^ offVigbi^ • he 
has been droopij)g ever fince. 

I CAN judge of his feelings by my own, 
laid the Major. — Now mud the caufe 
of our hearts ftar.d ftill ; never morCi 
])erhaps, to be profecuted with fucceiiii' 
.A multiplicity of affairs has detained me 
io town, and I have fuffered myfelf to be 
deluded by the falfe hopes I receivcdfrom 
a man in power ; that my corps, in con' 
fideratipn of the hardfhips it has lately 
endured) would not be required to leave 
£wf/W again, except on fomecxtraor- 
dirifiry emergency. 

I CANNOT, for my life, faid Captain 
JAMES, fee how either your multiplicity 
of bufinefs or your embarkation canaffe£jt 
your lovov — The fervices you have ren^ 
dercd mifs Parkejl, the fuperiority of 
yourfoitun c— " ■ 

MlOHX 
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MioHT purchafe> Jambs, I allow 
you, faid the Major, haftily interrupt- 
ing him, if not win, her heart. — - How 
can you be fo void of ddicacy.? -^ Was 
gratitude alone to induce mife Parnei; 
to be mine,, though that drcucnftance is 
fo eilential to my happinefs, I could not 
receive the tribute of her hand. •— * How 
can you then once fuppofe I would ac- 
cept a mercenary hearts She is formed; 
by nature for the utmoft refinements oi;* 
love- and fricndihip : I am convinced I 
have infpired her with the latter,, but it 
is inadequate to my fen&tions, unlc£r ia 
conjundion with the former, \ 

What would the man be at, cried' 
Captain Jambs, with his loves and his 
&iendfhips, his delicacies and conjunct 
tions ? — Would it not turn your iquea- 
miih ftomach to have the lady make the 
firfl advance? 

Still wide from the mark, James; 
replied the Major. — No : I would not 
be ftiocked at a too explicit acknowledge- 
ment of her approbation. : — But I would 
fteal it from her by infenfible degrees^ 
«— Her eyes — her foftened accent, and 
a^ thoufand enga^ng, delightful incon- 
H 4- fillcnces. 
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licences, fliould betray her heart-felt 
tendcrnefs. I acknowledge I have a£fced 
very myfterioufly. — Her confenting to 
tolerate Farr ell's pretenfions, though 
I applauded the motive, difgufted me. — • 
I was upon the point of difclofing my 
fcntiments — had flattered myfelf thati 
had obtained an intereft in her affe<5Hons 
•—when that puppy fteppedin, and» by 
dazzling her relations with the prol]jcft 
of hi» fortune, obliged me to make x cru*^ 
cl retreat. — > It was not a fubjedl to enter 
upon with the dear dutiful girl. •— > Her 
hefitation (lung me, and I determined to 
abide the event, coft me what pangs it 
would. — I defifted my vifits in great mea- 
fure, for I ifound my refolution weaken* 
ed by her prefencc ; and we had been 
both undone if (he had difcovcred my 
real fentiments at that junfturc. 

You had not then rendered her any 
extraordinary fervices, faid Captain 
James, therefore her gratitude was not 
in the queftion at that period. 

Bi7T, (hall I be able at laft, J>«mes^ 
faid the Major, to explain myfelf to 
your dull comprchenfion. — Without 
vanity, the woman who could deicend to 

befkoiw 
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beftow one thought upon fuch a «recch 
as Farrell —— 

Oh, oh, my good fir, cried Mr. 
JiAMES, I now begin to underftand you ; 
your vanity would not have been at' all 
gratified, if, on your application, the 
Captain had been rejefted, and your me* 
rit allowed the preference. — You have 
fetched a violent compafs in coming to 
the point. — But how happened it thA? 
you fupprefled the tender declaration 
when you were fo amvcniently cooped 
up for eight days in a cabbin together? 

The dejefiion of her fpirits, returned 
fhe Major, rendered that an unfit time 
for an overture of that nature, if I could 
have conquered thcobjeAions I have al** 
ready mentioned, which had received ad- 
ditional force from .Farrell*s fcanda- 
lous and inhumane behavior. I endea- 
vored, indeed, to make my adions as 
cxpreffive as poffible, in hopes, that the 
gentle impreffion of that friendihip fhe 
did profefs for me, might be ib far ripen*^ 
cd into love, as tp fecure her heart unen- 
gaged, until I (hould have a happy op- 
portunity of removing all my doubts, by 
fpehding fomc time with her previous to 
H 5 her 
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her knowledge of my partiality. -— Bat I 
am now amplv punilhed for negle£ling fo 
many favorable moments as I have enjoy- 
ed. — And, (hould I embark wichout 
explaining myfelf, and lofc her for ever, 
farewell to every kind of felicity. 

Love, returned Captain James, with 
aScfted gravity, when it proves an in- 
citement to laudable ambition, is a de(ir« 
able inhabitant of the human, bread ; — 
but, if it renders the meek coxcomb a 
bully, or the hardy foldier a meek cox- 
comb, it ought to be expelled with the 
utraoft vigilance and refolution. 

Would you mean to intimate, faid the. 
Major, with a half-pleafed accent, that 
i am in danger of degenerating into the 
latter charafter ? . 

.1 
Hum — not abfolurely, returned Cap- 
tain James, witli an agreeable negligence, 
'— - but yourdiftempcr may increafe — Idq 
not apprehend k is yet at its height — and 
would, therefore, recommend lenitiycs,,' 

• 

I MUST tell you, faid the Major, 
looking very gravely upon him, yo^r 
/aiilcry is not well limcdj -—; neycrthclcfti 
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COLXonvince you that my marual fpirit i3 
riot foeafilyfubduedas you may imagine, 
I declare myfclf ready to obey my love- 
reign's commands, let them be of what- 
foever nature they may.-^ — I can do vio- 
lence to my tendered inclination for the 
important purpofe of defending my king 
and country. 

And can Ma jon Bromley, faidMr. 
James, be ferioufly offended at the idle 
i;attle of his friend? 

James, returned the Major, forgive 
my petulance. —I am not myfelf. — My 
behavior fufficientiy evinces lam not— • 
Butthefubjeftwcwerc upon, inmyopini- 
on,was toointcrefting to be fported with. 
— But, continued he, affumingafpright- 
ly air,. I will never again fuffer my lolly 
to fubdue my better judgement. •— My 
profdSSon renders fatigues and difap- 
pointmerits inevitable — nor is the laurel, 
wreath attainable but by thofe whofc hardy 
footfteps can beat down the briars and 
thorns that impede their paffage to the 
eminence on which it is hung. 

Bravely obferved, cried Captain 

James, (haking hands with the Major, 

H 6 thus 
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thus are we once more upon a friendljf 
footing. -^ Inftead of having difiigreea, 
vft ought to have exerted our joint on-* 
deavors to chear our brother Dejpandem:^^ 
pointing to Captain Hbnry. I queftion 
if he has heard one fyllableof our brighl 
converfacion. 

Do what you can for him, faid the 
Major, fmiling, whilftlretirc^ inordcfj 
by a moment's recolleftion, to put my- 
felf in a condition to be ferviceable to 
him. — The blind leading the blind is a 
ihocking fight. 

The Major no fooner entered his 
apartment, than, drawing a flender bole, 
to prevent a furprize, he began to in^* 
dulge himfelf, as was his daily cuflxMn^ 
with viewing a little rcfemblance already 
mentioned. 

Alas, faid he, fighing, of what va- 
riegated materials is the human heart 
compofed ! — When I contemplate this 
dear objeft, how am I foftencd by the 
pleafing influence of aflfedlion, tenderneis, 
and admiration ! — The elegant fymme- 
try of thefe features, with the irrefiffiblc 
recoUeAion of the valuat^le foul by which 

they 



thcf are animated --^ how do they fearcti 
and agitate my heart j •*- Could I che^ 
iiipport the lofs of her for ever ? 

Thek, firikiog his hand* bv way of 
fxitredYOix, upon his foreheadt lie cried^ 
But whither would thefe tender' reflexiona, 
lead me ? 

Wh£n. I behold thofe martial habilK 
ments (cafting his eyes upoa bisrc^ir 
mentals) how am I infpired with (he 
great, the laudable ambition* ofatchiev- 
ing adions worthy my prince^ my coun« 
try, and my truft. — Am I not appoint- 
ed to lead a company of brave cnfteiprif- 
ing fellows into the field ? -^ Is it not» 
therefore^ incumbent upon me to com- 
mand judicioufly, and aft exemplariJy : 
•no iefs depending upon my prudence, 
than the prefervation of their lives and 
liberties, in conjunftion with the confti- 
tution and property of my native land ? 
— But are duty and love incompatible ? 
whifpered his heart, as he ftole a fide 
glance at the miniature. -—Ah! by no 
means, if under due regulation.— But 
I am ill-qualified, at prefent, to recon- 
cile them I as the formerfummons me to 

a diftant 
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% diftant country, whilft the latter invites? 
me to a corner of my own. 

A GENTLE tap at the door, bydenot«-> 
tng Dixon's attendance, interrupted the 
Major's painfoi, yet pleafing, medita--/ 
tions. 

Affection quickens the fight, no lefs 
than ill-nature; confequently, Dixon 
was not backward at perceiving his maf- 
ter'li chagrin and uneafinefs ; but as ref<* 
peA forbade all inquiry, unlefs encou«; 
raged by the Major's difcovering an^ 
inclination to communicate, he filently^ 
received the feveral direftions for packf** 
ing up, &c« &c. and bowed at the con* 
clufion, in token of ftridt obedience; 
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CHAP. XVI. 

CMabu a tale^ greatly Utbf Imorjpf the 
parties concerned in it* — A pr^f of tie 
power of natural eloquence ; with many 
particulars the reader mufi be prepared 
for^ by inttmatiMS interfperfed in tba 
preceding part of this work^ 

Dixon's concern for his mafter 
had prevented him from making 
the obfervation, that, in allthedire^- 
ions he had received relative to prepara- 
tions, no mention had been made of 
himfdf; he, therefore, haftily returned, 
fo foon as that rccolledtion ftruck him, 
and begged to know the reafon. 

Dixon, faid the Major, you know 
too much of my heart, for it to be ne- 
cefTary, at this time of day, to make you 
profeffions of kindnefs : if I loved you 
kfs, I (bould rather, perhaps^ confult 
my own happincfs than your's ; bur, as I 
am fenfible of your uncommon worth, I 
am unwilling to expofc myfelf to the ha- 
zard of lofing you. — You arc not fo 

young 
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young as you hare been, and I hopcyoo 
are convinced, that you are not fit to en* 
counter the dangers anddifficiUties of the 
cnterprize I am now entering upon. 

Ah, fir» cried DixoH, with grief anil 

horror in his countenance, what I fo 

much dreaded is now come to pafs ; yoo 

find me ufelefs, and would (hake me off; 

hut my infirmities are of the mind* not 

of the body. Do not then, I befeech 

your honor, continued he, with the moft 

affecting eameftnefs, do not forbid my 

attendance y the apprehenfion of your 

wanting my care if wounded, and the 

impoffibilityof my reaching you in your 

Cfxtremity, would moft certainly kill mei 

and you know, fir, a broken heart is the 

ferereft death human nature can fuftaiiu 

— * Is there, can there be any hard(hip yoii 

can endure, that I am unequal to ? — I 

that (hould never have known {nor, in- 

' deed, was born to know) fiich eafe and 

indulgence as yoiir honor has obliged me 

to enjoy, had I not been fo happy as to 

recommend myfelf to your favor, by a 

trifling accident, as to my fhare in it. 

This a£tion, which Dixon^s humility 
induced hina to mcntioa fo ifightly, waa 

no 
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M other than faving ayoung nobleman's 
life, at the hazard of his own. 

' The poor fellow had fomc relations at 
H^ndfor^ at whofc houfc he, rcfided for 
two or three months for the benefit of the 
air ; afucceffion of difappointments and 
loffes in his trade of 2iJhoe maker^ having 
brought his health into a declining con* 
dicion. 

He was walking one evening very 
difconfolately along the banks of the 
^bamesy comparing his prcfent ftate wtfh 
what be bad been^ when he was fuddenly 
rouzed from hts painful reverie, by a vio*. 
lent fcream, and plunging at a diftahce. 

He inftantly forgot his own cares — « 
flew to the place whence the noife pro- 
ceeded — and, on perceiving a fellow- 
creature in danger of drowning — he 
jumped into the river, unmindful of the 
confequence; and, with great labor, and 
fomc little (kill in fwimming, faved his 
own and the gentleman's life. 

As foon as the latter had, in fomc 
meafure, recovered himfelf, he told his 
preferver he belonged to the college, and 

bade 
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bade him call upon him there in -the morn^ 
ing. 

Dixon, who undcrftood this appoint-' 
ixient as an intention to reward him^ 
would, have declined it ; but the youth 
preIRd him fo ftrongly, telling him his 
title and family ; and the poor fellow's 
jieceffities, from the inevitable demands 
of fickne^ were fo urgent, that he, at 
length, confented. 

But how were his higb-raifed expedt^ 
ationsdifappointed, upon the nobleman'^ 
putting five fhiilings into his hand, and 
coldly, thanking him for what he had. 
done. 

The Ma>or, who ftood at feme Iktlc 
diflance and was wholly unacquainted 
with the merits of the aflfair (for my lord 
difdained boafting of favors) was ftruck 
by the vifible alteration in Dixon's coun*' 
tenance ; and, obferving that he turned 
away his face as he paffed by him (from 
an honeft fhame) to conceal a falling tear, 
his natural good-nature prompted him to 
Ibllow him, until he reacbeda convenient 

Slace for converfation — when be ad^ 
relTed him with sceat humanity^, and 

had 
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had no fmall difficulty to extort a fccret 
from him, that did him fo much honor. 

The Major was (hocked beyond exr 
prcffion at his fchool-fellow*s mcannclB 
and ingratitude ; and, having learnt the 
llory of the worthy creature's misfor- 
tunes (for Dixon, in the foft forrow of 
his heart, communicated all) he flipped 
half a guinea into his- hand (Lis whole 
fiore ac that junfture) and, as he wa« 
uncommonly delighted with the good 
fellow's countenance and behavior, he 
kindly aiked him, if it would be agreea- 
ble to him to renounce all hopes of re* 
eftablifhing himfelf in trade> and attend 
him as an humble friend. 

Dixon was charmed with theMA jor's 
goodnefs and condefcenfion, but knew 
not how to reply to a youth's propofal, 
who, too probably, might not be at li- 
berty, without the confent of perfons in 
authority, to enter into fuch an engage- 
ment. 

The Major, however, foon remov- 
ed his doubts; and, as he was to leave 
fchool within the enfuing fix weeks, ife 
was fettled, that Dixon fliould itmaia 

at 
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at his relation's until that period, anJ 
then attend his new maftcr (as he was fc* 
cretly inclined to hope,, from the agreea- 
ble impreflion he had received of him) to 
the end of his Jife, Nor had either of 
them once repented their connexion in 
the whole eight fucceeding years they had 
been together. 

The Major left no argument untriecl 
to prevail upon his valuable domeftic to^ 
be fatisfied with his propofal — but ia 
Tain. •— Sighs and beleeching looks weris 
all the anfwers he received. — ^ At length, 
overcome by Dixon's mute eloquence^ 
as it was only through his own heart h(5 
could wound that worthy creature's re'- 
pofe, he faid, in accents that did honor 
to his fenfibility : Be it, then, as you 
dcfire — but remember, Dixon, there 
is but one greater misfortune can befafl. 
me in this world, than the lofs of you* 

Oh, cried the delighted, grateful, re- 
animated Dixon, never fear, fir, wc 
fhall return to our native land again, not 
a jot worfe for having quieted it. — Your 
honor had the fame cruelly kind objeft; 
ions to fuSering me to attendVou in yottt 
tzpcditiim for the recovery or mifs Pab;- 
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37£L, but y^u know, iir, cpntinUcd he; 
I told you then (and I am ftill of the 
fame opinion) xhat your honor's life 
would be the care of heaven \ and that 
your poor fervant would not be totally 
negleded fo long as he retained his con- 
(equence with his maftef^ 

. This, point adjuftcd, the Major's 
perplexity refpeding the cpndudl hefhouk) 
obferve towards mifsPARNii^ recurred 
iipon his heart. To leave her in a ftate 
of uncertainty^ or rather ignorance of his 
ientiments of her, and expofe himfelf t<^ 
the danger of being for ever deprived of 
her, was a reSexipn that bordered upon 
diftra(^ion. He knew too well, that the 
gencleneis, the docility, of her diipoii-*^ 
tion, left her open to the perfuafions o£ 
her friends, no lefs than her filial duty 
and aiFetflion. And as his love incited 
him to imagines that no one could behold 
her, but with a partiality little inferior to 
his own, he trembled left fhe ihould ^c^ 
cept of fome ofier in his abfence that 
might captivate her relack>ns, whatever 
charms it might have in h^r jp!gjht."~And 
he was neither fo rop:)aiitiiHtik vain as tp; 
flatter himfelf flie woukl .ri^i^ her band; 
Un^figagedfor Che fakeola ffiMk9Hy>>^tlM?; 

he 
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he had made himfelf in fome degree fer- 
viceabic to her, had never dircdtly folli- 
cited her tender confideration ; and, for 
fome time paft, had, in appearance, 
wholly neglefted her. 

His fchemc of difcovering what place 
he held in her afFeftion, previous to his 
declaration in her favor, began to fink in 
his opinion. It was idle — it was chi- 
merical — nay, in a few moments, his 
imagination converted this once pleafing 
delightful idea — into bafe, diflionorabic 
and difingenuous — would he try fuch- a 
heart as (he was pofleiTed of with mean 
artifices? — How he abhorred the 
thought ! — She was fuperior to every fpe- 
cies of infmcerity or deceit ; and would,. 
with the fame amiable franknefs that go- 
verned all her aftions, have difcovered 
the honed feelings of her foul, whether 
propitious or unpropitious to his wifhes, 
on an application from him for that pur« 
pbfe. 

He would, therefore, write to her in 
the firft inftance. — Why had he not 
written long before ? — This queftioa 
made him aimoft frantic. — - If I am un- 
dboe, cried Jie, in a tranfport of grief 

and 
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;and defpair, by my own ridiculous fan- 
cies, I will never more return to my na- 
itive country. 
■k 

- Materials being at hand, lie imree^ 
diately began the important epiftlc \ and, 
as his heart and hand afted in perfedt 
unifon, never was ftylc fo animated, io 
pathetic, fo irrefiftiblyperfuafivc.— -He 
dcfcribed every anxiety hehad experienc- 
ed upon her. account ; his tender hopes, 
alarming fears, and all the cruel efFeds 
cf his impofed filence, in the moft 
glowing colore ; concluding the whole 
with an adieu fofofc and penetrating, as 
could not have failed to have won her to 
his purpofe; even if the bufinefs had not 
been above three parts accompliflied 
manymonths before. 

. But, unhappily for them both, thit 
letter never reached mifs Pariiel^ as 
the Chefier bags were robbed that very 
poll, and the letters thrown into a ditch^ 
where moft of them rotted andbecanic 
illegible before they were difcovcred.. 
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CHAP. XVII. 

Contains the execution of a fcheme already 
mentioned^ — an inftance of the refraRo^ 
rmefs of the human hearty — a parting of 
the tender kind conduced with great re^ 
folutim and decorum^ — fome operations 
of maternal tendemefs '-^witb a young^ 
ladfs choice of a confidant ^^^no Ufs ex-» 
traordinary than exemplary. 

MAJOR BROMLEY having 
relieved his own mind from its 
cxcreameft anxiety, began to recoUcA 
what he had undertaken on the part of 
his aunt ; and as he was no lefs inclined 
to contribute to the reftoration of her 
peace from his natural humanity^ than 
his real affeAion for her, he determined 
to engage Mr. James Crosby to ac- 
company bim to Portfmoutb^ and conti:^ 
nue with him until his embarkation, which 
would enable her ladyfhip to carry her 
defigns into execution \ he accordingly 
propofed it to him, and it was mutually 
agreed to dedicate that afternoon 'to a 
farewel vifit. \ 
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The MAjOR-apprized lady Hampton 
of their intention ; who, in order to fparc 
hitt djuug^F the moitiBcacion of receiv- 
ing fuj[;h ihockipg MWft in her prelfncc, 
purpofely abiientra herfeif, enjoining that 
young lady ito CDtertain her friends until 
her return.-*- A moft confiderablc pre* 
caution, as 11UJ9 Hampton would indeed 
have fuffered more from tJie dread fiH ap* 
prebenfion of her mother's fcrutinizing 
eye, th(ui any other ciri:unal(l:anc^ in the 
whole rencounter. 

So prone are we nnortals to be decelv « 
ed by our narrow view into things, ^^ 
that mifs HAMrroit was pradiflng a fa- 
vorite air of captain James's upon her 
hkrpficord when they entered,— her heart 
correfjponding with the harmony her fin- 
gers produced, fnerely from the anticipa** 
tion of the picture ihe fliould that after- 
noon enjoy in captain James's uiirc- 
drained converiationi-*--for, notwithftand- 
ing the advantageous lieht he had ever 
appeared in to her parti J judgement, (he 
could not but conceive her mother*^ pre* 
fence mud have been a check upon his 
vivacity, — (he therefore quitted her em- 
ployment on their appearance, and with 
^ Vol. !• I fgatldvw^ 
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fparkling eyes and unaflfeded compUi« 
fance bid them welcome. 

You muft confider me to day, gentle- 
men, faid fhcj with a great degree of 
fprightlinefs, in the double capacity of 
lady Hampton's daughter and ]ady 
Hampton's reprcfentative,— fome little 
though indifpenlable engagement haa call- 
ed her away for a (hort time, and (he has 
commifiioned me to do the honors of her 
houfe, and give you the beft receptioa in 
my power. 

I READILY excufe her ladylhip, re- 
turned the Major, afFcfting equal viva- 
city, though he was concerned to think 
of the fhock he had prepared for her^ 
and dare believe thefe gentlemen will be 
no lefs candid, — fuch a fubfticute, mifs 
Fanny, is fufficient compenfatioa. 

Take care, coufin, faid mifs Hamp- 
ton -, vanity is a weed that requires but 
little cultivation, — and I hope you have 
too much friendlhip for me to wifli to 
cheriih it in my breaft. 

He has too good an opinion of your un- 
dcrftanding, madam , faid captain H s mr y , 

CO 
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to conceive you capable of fiich wcak- 
nefs. 

Ah, fir, returned the young lady hu- 
moroufly, it is dangerous trulting frail 
mortality, — that weakncfs, as you deem 
it, has frequently proved too ftrong for 
the mod rcfolute efforts of reafon, or 
rigor of philofophy. It is fuch a Proteus^ 
continued fhe, that if it finds a heart in- 
acceflible in one (hape, — it will inftantly 
afiume another*, and, to borrow a military 
phrafe, where ftorm would have been un- 
availing, by the mere arts of delicate in- 
finuation, obtains a vidlory. 

. Vanity, faid the Major, to an ami- 
able mind, is like a fingle biemi/h to a 
pifture, notwithftanding it may be too 
ilriking to efcape our obfervation on a 
firft view, is foon lofl: in a contemplation 
of the perfedions the piece is really pol- 
fcflfcd of. 

But I hope, good fir, faid mifs Hamp- 
ton archly, if you was difpofed to be- 
come a purchafer, and there was a pofli- 
bility or expunging the fingle blot you 
mention, you would willingly be at fomc 
'expcncc for that purpofe, — or was you, 

I 2 to 
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to continue your o^n metaphor, in pQiV 
Icffion ot an unblemiftied piece, tell me, 
would you from folly or inattention ren- 
4Jer it defcdive. 

How dcxterouQy, Fannv, faid the 
Major, do you improve the hint I fqr- 
Aifhcd you with, at once difplayitvg your 
own fine fenfe, ^nd converting your miri- 
judging coulin,— who acknowledges the 
juftnefs of your fentiments, . and will 
henceforth be an advocate for unafie£bed 
inanners. 

Incorrigible Eromley, cryed cap* 
tain James, — what an excellent foil da 
you prove on moH occalions for jrour 
coufin, by treating thofe matters ludir 
crouQy, that dcferve more fcrious coiifi* 
deration — though I will be anfwerabte 
for him, continued he, addrefiing mift 
Hampton, that his private undilguifed 
fentiments correfpond with yours;. fori 
have frequently heard him difclaim flat- 
tery as the nioft unworthy and di&oge- 
nuous of prafticcs, — contributing alooe 
to fumilh the merit you ladies are allow* 
ed to pretend to, by inciting you to 
build your praife upon the fandy foun- 

datiott 



datiorh of » &ir ^ot-ficle^ which the nexe 
blaft is capable of deftroj^ing. 

SiADiUs are allowed to pretend toT re^ 
peated imft Hampton,— -upon my word 
k h an excellent remark, let it belong tc 
which of you it may,— but pray, fir, will 
you be to kind as . to infiorm me frooii 
whom they derive their kanty privi* 
ledge ? 

From us' firft created beings, neplied 
the captain, --« our authority is indeed of 
original datr, and pretty eftablifhrd prac* 
lice. Wkat dreadful court, James, faid 
the Major fmiling, art thou paying x» 
a young lady by reducing her to fuch 
rfyrupt clunifcy fubordi nation, — you 
fhould have kept to the windward of your 
ancient cuftom, and only intimated that 
it was very eafy for her to inform herfelf 
of the origin of our fupcriority by turn- 
ing over fome few leaves of that hiftory, 
that more immediately relates to the pri-i 
mitive exiftcncc of the fpccics, —give hcf 
to underfland at the fame time^ that ihe 
would have fufficient leifure to make her- 
iclf miftrefs of the fubjeft before our next 
meeting, at this will be the laft vifit we 
I t fliall 
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ihall be able to make her for many fuc« 
cceding months. 

Miss Hampton's countenance was 
inftantly deprived of its vivacity, — the 
rofe faded upon her cheek— and (he de- 
manded in broken accents, if their de« 
panure was not very fudden and unex* 
peeled. 

The Major fccretly fympathized 
with his coufin in the tendereft manner, 
:^— the contagion indeed went round --^ 
and even captain James ceafed for a mo- 
ment to be lively — .^though without 
knowing the rcafon why7 , 

Miss Hampton was mortified to the 
lad degree, at the fenfible change (he 
found in hcrfdf, — and made many efforts 
to refume her former gaiety — but in 
vain, — captain James, pale, wounded, 
breathlefs, prefented bimfelf to her terri- 
fied imagination, — nor could (he fup- 
prefs the horrible apprcheufions of never 
beholding him more.- 

She was happily relieved from this 
painful fituation by her mother's return, 
as ir gave her an opportunity of with- 
drawing 
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drawing to r^ulate, and as (he flattered 
herfelf, fubdue her unaccountable cha* 
grin. 

Alas, (aid flie, when feated in her own 
apartment, why all this anxiety and per- 
turbation? — captain James, as a n)an of 
integrity and humanity, I ought to. 
eftcem, — as fuch only ought I to be in- 
terefled in his fate, — there are fo fewamia* 
ble characters in the world, that it could 
iil-fpare fi> great an ornament, — but 
wh^t is all this to me in particular ? 

O BUT he is an acquaintance, whifper* 
cd her heart, — you have fpent many 
happy hours in converfing with him,*^ 
he is a favorite of your coufin's-— a fa- 
vorite of your mother's — idle, idle, fug- 
geftion, mean difingenuous fubterfuge, 
cried ihe, in the daughter's good opinion 
has he made too great a progrefs ? — he 
thinks not of her, but as the relation of 
his friend, — ^whilft (he beholds him with, 
— ftrange as it may feem — with unfpealc- 
able approbation. What a fhock has 
my peace, my happinefs fuftained, — I 
have indeed a formidable difficulty now 
to contend with,---for whatfoever it cods 
I 4 nic. 
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tPt^ itiy roo forward inclinatk)!^ llialU tie- 

How eafily do we impofe upon our 
dwrvjufigf ments, and, with RfiKARi) in 
the fable, purfuade ourfelves the moon iaP 
a<ftually a cream cheefe, beraoie we mtk- 
it Ihoold bt 0ne. — 

MisY Hampton, like a multitude oP 
poor miflcs under fimilar circutnftuicet^ 
mdi no fu4^icfon» that her looks liad fce^ 
trayed her, previous to her judieioiis re-* 
treat^-^prudential examination, and ke-* 
iT:fic idbiurions, 

■ ) 

Shb did not once confider that cq^mf^ 
fions are not half fo intelligent, as k- 
fpeaking afpedi— and that the eye cait^ 
make a grr arer difcovery in a momenr» 
than the lips of a long convcrfation, -^ 
the former being animated by the reab 
fent^mencs of the heart, — the latter cool- 
ed^ aiid modulated agreeable to the will. .' 

Mtsfi Hamptont imagining fhe had- 
broug^ her features under due regda- 
tioriF, and in gf^^ Rieafure compofed the 
tfgitaiion of her mind, ventured to rejoitt- 
the company. 

Oif 



4Mi M I ( s C A I rt B If. 17^ 

6i« her re-eR€«riiTK tiie dining ixK>m» 
feer ladyihip and the Majca exchar^ged 
s figmficant look, -~ they indeed were 
CQihvinced from the young )ady*8* whole 
behaivior, that the iWf> they had taktn^ 
however cmct in the firft mftance, was 
highly necelTary — and they ftparate^ flat- 
tered thcmfclvcs, — would be produftivc 
cf the defired coofcqiicncc 

CAi»TiiiN Jamsi, notwiihilaD^ag his 
heroic^ felt fiMne very umrommoii^ enic^ 
tions when the parting bout catne,-^ 
the foftnefs mifs Hampton's concern 
bad given her countenance, vrodering her 
ttery lovelyy and hia heart involtmtanly 
aeknowkdgcdy as be faJoted her in his 
furnv tha€ he bad never met with any 
womaB fe a|fieeablc to his ta(le» The 
snijp?efBoi» f hit incident made upon him 
was (b ihongy as to contiooe palpably 
sconblcfodfie for two whole hours-H^nor 
VMS it even then difjpeUed but by die fidrte 
of a cheating glaii.^ k rcfomed again 
and again --^ but every new auaek was 
wieaher than the former -^ontil the re- 
iMemberance became fo ^afy and familiar 
fo* his innaginarion, that he was capable 
of r^dlyiog himielf upon the hctlc (J'i&rder 
I 5 it 
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ic had occafioned Um,— -he neverthclefi 
found himfelf m(M« abundantly thankful 
Chan ever, that his heart was conapolcd 
of lefs tender materials than his brother'ai 
— from the certainty of that confequca- 
tial havock and devaftation mifs Hamp- 
TON*s image would have made an it if 
congenial with his. 

Lady Hampton, inftead of retiring at 
Vras her ufual cuftom on the departure of 
company fo late in the evening, refeated 
herfelf by the fire, her daughter impU^ 
cidy following her example. 

That good lady now, the caufe was 
removed, would gladly have foftened 
every efied that might give pain to her 
beloved child's heart. She wifhed it was 
•poflible for her Fanny to forg^ the 
difparity of their ages, and diftinftion dP 
cheir fituatiohs, in order to prevail upoa 
herfelf to make choice of her fincoreft 
friend for her confidant and comforter* 
Such a depofite would have been highly 
grateful to her ladyfhip, from the double 
pleafure of finding (he had loft no ground 
in mifs Hampton's affe&ions, and the 
being enabled to open her eyes to the 
impropriety and unfuitableaels of capuin 
^ Jambs^s 
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jAiffSft's difpofition ; fht therefore intro* 
duced a kind of leading converfation to 
her defired purpofc — as flie was deter- 
mined not to tear, but if poffibie win the 
Ibcret from hen 

It is with concern, faid (he, looking 
kindly upon her daughter, that I refleft 
upon the dangers to which a military or 
naval life expofes its profeflbrs, and how 
poor a balm to an afflided heart, thofe 
ftately monuments are capable of prov- 
ing, ereded by their country to the memo* 
17 of thofe who bravely fall in its defence* 
The father, child, or hulband, is too 
much to refign without a fevere conflict : 
for nature's tye, my Fandy, cannot be 
diflblved but by rending the heart of the 
furvivor ; to part, continued Ihe, with 
the object of our tender eftafie£Hon,in the 
t>loom, the pride of life, requires either 
a larger portion of philofopby or apathy, 
than generally falls to our £ex's fliarc. 
How could you, my child, fupport your- 
felf under fuch trying cir'aimftances. 

Miss Hampton found herfeJf ifo 6^ 

ordered by this fcarching converfation, 

4ind the unexpeAed demand her mothor 

caade upon iier, that (he did not dare t« 

i 6 <^pll« 



repfy, left her faulcer'ra^ acttnt flvMld 
betraf the fecrec fbc fo anxiouOf mftied 
CO conceal 

Lady Hampton read all the meaBtfi^ 

of ker iilence; and, as ber pailion was aug- 
mentedy her defire of carryinig ber point 
increafed,-^ (he therefore proceeded in 
the fame manner (he began. The geoe*' 
rality of the army is compofed of the very 
refufe of mankind, as the coward^ tke 
jj;ambler, and the libertine, who endeavor 
to conceal the fcveral defedls of thru? 
rharaders under his majefty's honorable 
livery, — but BROiMLEv and the Crosbys 
TcSed: honor upon thtir country, and 
t!ieir foYereign muft rejoice in their lcr« 
▼ices. 

I CANNOT help wi(hing, faid mift 
Hampton with a diffident accent, that 
my coufin was difengaged from fo ha- 
zardous a profeffion^ tor we have no 
tboner enjoyed fuch a part ©f his agree- 
able company and converfation as re- 
vives all one's accuftomed affcdion, than 
he is fnatched away, and the pleafure of 
having met, is abundantly over-balanced 
by (he pain of parting. 

BlPT 
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But how ootnes it^ Favny, faid lad^. 
Hamptok, that Baoiclky engrofles 
yoiur whole confideration,-*— £urely you 
might have beftowed fome little com*, 
paffionate attention upon the agreeable 
C&osBYs, — you was wont^ my oear^ to 
have a more enlarged heart* 

This reproach went deep— alas» faid ' 
mi& Hampton to herfeif^ my mothee, 
has already diicovered me,—- bow mean 
and difingenuous muft I appear for at- 
tempting to impofe upon ner,— -I was 
not indeed accuftomed to praftife fuch 
janworthy relerve. This refiedtion wat 
fo powerful in its operation^ that fhe al- 
moin involuntarily exclaimed, — ah, my 
dear madam, what humiliation do yoa 
oblige me to undergo,*- 1 would (belter 
mylelf from your fcrutinizing though 
maternal eye, — but it is impoifible — you 
have my heart in your hand, and mould 
it as you pleafe, — vou muft, you cannot 
but pUy your child's unhappy error,--- 
and will afllft her in concjuering it» 

Faknv, faid lady Hampton^ em- 
bracing her, depend upon my utmoft in- 
dulgence, — I grieve that 1 have been 
acctiTsry to your unealineis---and fhall 

rejoice 
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rejoice to fee you fubdue it-— confider 
my love, your fecret is lodged in a breaft 
that is incapable of betraying it, but will 
gladly bear its part in your forrowi, — « 
and even by this confeffion you will find 
the weight greatly relieved,— I do not, 
I cannot blame your fenfiUitty, he had 
every charm to captivate a young mind, 
—I indeed would have perfuaded myfelf, 
that your education would have fecured 
you from admiring fcvity, however pleaf- 
ihgly adorned (nay do not let me hurt 
you) it was requiring what is not to be 
met with at your time of life, — and my 
folly in judging of your reafon by my 
4>wn, is much more inexcufable than 
yx)urfufccptibility,— -but I will not op- 
prcfs you by any farther convcrfation at 
prcfcnt,— only intreat you will confider 
if there is any ftep that can be taken to 
amufe andtiivcrt you. 

Let me quit this town, madam, faid 
mlfs Hampton burfting into tears,— 
*vcry objeft here will but contribute to 
feed my blamcabic difcontent, — the 
country, the country, my dear mama» 
WHl entirely rcftore my peace. 
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Then you (ball not long wane its effi- 
caqr» replied her ladyfhip, — very little 
preparation will be neceflary for our ro^ 
*fnoval,.— and, if agreeable, you (ball bid 
•adieu to this town the day after to-mpr- 
.row,— I have many things to fay to you, 
that will .abundantly convince you bow 
important it is for you to ftifle this paf* 
£on in its infancy, •— but we will taiK it 
over at a more convenient fealbn,— «fo 
iaying, the rung for her woman, and hue- 
ded to her apartment to conceal her own 
emotions* 



C HAP. 
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CHAP. xvni. 

CiHUbis a wlofi sad aJmtfi rmmMU pft^ 
pag€^ ^ /<ww^ ^ ^ftrmiger^ — fiim 
fiucefsfid tffarts of femaU twotmum'^-^ 
wbtn^ kki a rolling ^^mte am m mtfy mrf^ 
the plop tbickau ly progr^H^. 

TH E fecond morning after the 
preceding converfacion, did Isdy 
Hamptow and her daughter commence 
thdr journeyt and in five days nsaeb ih«ir 
country feat. 

It was an ancient, but not ill-appear- 
ing ftru£hire, environed by a nobly ex* 
cenfive park. 

The river which glided in its natural 
courfe along the bottom of the kwa and 
gardens, was taught to flow in many 
parts of the latter in various forms, as 
canals, rivulets, &c. &c. and did not a 
little contribute to the beauty of the 
fituation. 

Birr what rendered this place partita* 
larly eligible at that juncture, was its vi* 
cinity to the city of Cheficrj where the 

amuieinacs' 
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afrnufements of aflembltcs and toncertr 
might be eafily participatcfd,— a circum-* 
ftancc lady Hamptov was ppcdctcr-- 
mined to afffcft to be highly plcafcd with, 
ais m her judgement folicude was a mife-^ 
i^ble recipe for a wounded heart. 

Her ladyfhip was fcnfiblc, that time 
and difiipation would operate more 
powerfuUy than her beft arguments in* 
the reftoration of her daughter's peace; 
and that probably the young lady would 
derive fome degree of pleafure from the* 
participation of public diverfions", pro- 
vided fiie did not iufpeft (he was takeit 
there merdy for that purpofc : for humaw 
nature, «ho«gh ever fo pcrfctSt, ha» sirf 
innate averfenefr to conftrakit, commonly^ 
called perverfenefs, and will not be com- 
pelled to joy; theveryideaof an impo- 
fitiort, however kindly intended, creating* 

diftafte if not difguft WhiM!, on the? 

ether hand, by paying feme judicious' 
and delicate attention to thefe particu-^ 
lars we might »Heviate the diftcefs of 
augment the felicity of our friends, in ^ 
mo& extraordinary amd cfxtenfire iMhherj 

Vftm « cinder vie¥»v fherdwry ta her 
daughter's repofe, did this good lady fiy 

ibon 
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foon as they had recovered the fatigue of 
their journey, exprefs a defire to be pre- 
fent at an aflembly ; for, as according to 
her calculation, her dancing days were 
over, (he was only a fpeflacor upon fuch 
occafions. Mifs would gladly have been 
excufed being of the party, but that was 
impoflible — - her mamma would not go 
without her, and faid (he flattered herfelf 
that Fanny would be far from wiihing 
to deprive her of any entertainment.. 
7 his plea was unanfwerable— (he yield- 
ed therefore to necefliity, — but neglefted 
every ornament of drefs, fince captain 
James could no longer behold her,— • 
then, with a tolerably chearful counte- 
nance, but deeply dejedted heart (he obey- 
ed that lady's fummon to attend her. 

Lady Hampton was (hocked at the 
fettled melancholy that appeared in her 
daughter's afpedb, as it too plainly, 
evinced that captain James had made a 
more lafting impreflion than (he had been 
willing to think he had, but it was not 
her bu(inefs to feem to attend to fuch. 
particulars,— confequently (he betrayed 
no other token of obfervation, than a 
compaflionate (igh, which involunurily 
efcapod her. . > 

BiTT 
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But, ndtwithftanding tnifsHAMPTOK 
entered the rooms with a determination 
not, or as ihe conceived it an incapacity, 
to receive pleafure, before the minuets 
were over (he was convinced of the con- 
trary. 

An elderly gentleman advanced to the 
feat fhe was upon, and making an apo- 
logy for difturbing her, offered his hand 
to a lady who fat behind, and had re- 
mained until that moment perfe£Uy un- 
obferved by her. 

The lady denied dancing — but in 
vain,-^the gentleman perfifted in his im*; 
portunity, and fhe was at length prevail- 
ed upon from a point of complaifance to 
oblige him. The whole company's at- 
tention were inflantly d'kgaged *— and a 
buz — of who is fhe— was heard on one 
part, the wilhed for information on the 
other. Lady HAMPTONand her daughter 
were of the inquiring party, and they mu- 
tually agreed they had never beheld fa 
lovely an bbjed. 

All the world mull: be fenfible, that a 
irlnuet is calculated to fhew a fine wo* 

ma^ 
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man to advantage, — no one thought chef 
cou!d fufficirntly extol the graccfiil cafe^ 
with which this lady moved the elegance 
of her fliape — or animation of her far* 
tures. The gentleman, on concluding, 
again handed her to her fear, — and, ia 
pailing the ladies, (he made them a com-' 
pliment, that completed her conqueft of 
their beft admiration. 

Miss Hamptoh was fo indefatiea- 
bfe in her inquiries refpeAing the Fair 
ftranger, that m the end flie collefiedT 
full and fatisfaftory inteHigence^ vhs.' 
that her name was Parnel — that her 
fkther was an eminent engineer, had 
apartments in the caftle, — that they livecf 
very retired ; for, notwithftanding their 
acquaintance had been follicited by moft' 
of the neighboring gentry, flic had fa-* 
vored only a happy few with their vifits; 
tfrat her father was evidently a well'-bned 
man, but fall of referves, — that her mo- 
ther died abroad, during Mr. Farnbl's 
nrfidence on fome foreign ftation, whofe 
lofe he continued to lament with conccni,.- 
—that this was only the fecond timeol^ 
her appearing at the aflembly, and the ^ 
firft me had contented to dance, thougJ^ ^. 

\ttf intrcated. 

Miss 
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Miss Ha>ipt0k returned home, hcur 
head and heart wholly engroiTed .by thifS 
kdy, <^ — what a delightful convpanion 
jnuft (be be, if her intelligent countenancic 
iTiigh^ be depended upon,~J>er mother (S 
behavior was indeed all that was kind 
abd i2greeable,'-^.but thje U^tot tefiea tete 
would infenfible have ibme inlipid inr> 
rtervals — which mifs Pajinjel*^ ooiiverp 
fatipn could infallibly brighten, — and 
Chen her mother, who was found ^f hot 
<lQ(et, would be relievfid from the ne- 
cdTity her alFciflion made her think hoc- 
felf under, of doing violence to her inr 
^ncliiiation, in orckr/to divert her ixwisd 
ffpm top heavy inclinations, -^^ add it> 
all thefe a more powerful motive which 
mifs Hampton endeavored to conceal 
rcveo from herfdf, thai: it was not impofli- 
tii:, but flie might obtain a happy op>* 
pQitunity by this connexion of talking.of 
her beloved captain jAMEs,-*<iD tt\tf 
/:pmmunication an intimacy naturaU]f 
Je^ds perfons of the lame agp into frpoi 
,l^ir being liable to, if nQt.a&ually under 
c^e very fame predicament with lirfelf. 

\ Her mother's condefcenfion waa alfo 
j^to&l itQ ber .(humiliating perhaps) as 

Ihc 
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(he felt the weight of an unreturnable 
obligation, but this lady if her features 
were not uncommonly deceitful, would 
liften to her both with pleafure and fym- 
pathy, either from anticipation or the 
reality of what flie might then feel. 

Lady Hampton was highly pleafed 
at this incident, as fhe flattered herfelf 
it would be a means of reftoring her 
daughter's peace and gaiety ; (he, there- 
fore, rcfolved to leave no method untried 
to procure an intimacy between them, as 
the more (he inquired, the more fhe was 
charmed with mifs Parnel's charaAer, 
and (he was induced by an amiable ma- 
ternal partiality to imagine her Fanny's 
mind was in every refpedi; congeniaU 

Her iadyfbip was of opinion, upon 
mature deliberation, that the beft ilep 
they could take to avoid the appearance 
of abfurdity or intrufion, was to accom- 
pany her daughter to the caftle; and, un- 
<ler pretence of curiofity, with refpeft to 
viewing the artillery, fortifications, &c. 
&c. introduce themfelves, if pofliblcr to^ 
this almoil inacceilible gentleman and 
lady. 

Accord I NGX»7, 
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Accordingly, in a few days, their lit- 
tle fchcme was carried into execution, 
and having been (hewn every department 
that did not belong to the engineer-, lady 
Hampton fent a polite mefiage to him, 
begging he would fo far indulge her, as to 
permit her to enjoy thofe delightful prof- 
pefts, ihe was informed the ramparts 
contiguous to hi^ apartments afforded. 

: Mr, Parnel complied with this re- 
queft rather reluftantly, as the ladies were 
ftrangers to him, — but, as he was un- 
willing to commit a breach of poHtenefs 
or hofpitality, — he attended them in a 
manner that plainly evinced he poiSefled 
no inconfiderable ihare both of good 
breeding and good nature* 

Miss ftill remained invifible, and the 
difficulty was — how to draw her out,—, 
but lady Hampton, who was determined 
not to leave the= matter unaccomplifhcd, 
finding there was no other means revealed 
her whole defign. 

I DARE believe, fir,faid (he agreeably, 
that it is impoflible to impofe upon a 
perfoa of your apparent undcrftanding 



and penetration, — my daughter's artifice, 
or if you pleafe mine, mud be too fliallow 
for you not to perceive it, jnor c*n Ifljafco 
a merit of communicating. You hare a 
child, fir, whofe charader we are no kfs 
charmed with, than we wcr« ccpcivfttcd 
by her appearance,— ^ my Fanny is un- 
commonly defirous of cultivating her ac« 
qgaintance, I can aflure you flie is pccu-* 
liarly nice in the choice of her iocimaces^ 
but mifs Parn£l*s countenance has fo 
greatly prejudiced her in her favor^ that 
ihe promifes herfelf more fiitisfdAion in 
her company and converfation, than all 
the amufenients the town can give ; your 
inaccefiibknefs put us upon this lexpe* 
dient, for we found there was no coioing 
at you in a common way. Then telling 
him her name and familyi ibc impaticot« 
ly expcdled his reply. 

Madam, faid Mr. Parnel, appear- 
ing much furprized, you do my daughter 
much honor, — I have reafon to believe 
my charaAer, in this part of the world ii 
but a whimfical one, — there are fo maay. 
perfons who are ready to be acquaint- 
ance59 but fo few real friends (I fpeak 
from cruel experience) that I decline the 
fociety of moft, to avoid, if poffible, gir-' 

ing 
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ing offence to any, — but your Jadyfhip is 
a peiifon I am welt acquainted with by 
fame, and Ihall think Kitty particularly 
happy in the advantage your countenance 
and favor will be of to her. We have in- 
deed unfpeakabk obligations to a near 
relation of your ladylhip's, but as the talc 
i^ connected with ibme tender circum- 
ftances, I am not fufficiently mafter of:) 
myfelf to enter into it with any coherence, 
— I muft refer you to my daughter for 
a recital of it, whofc gratitude, though 
not more lively than my own, is more 
capable of doing juftice to her great de- 
liverer. The ftory is not much known- 
in this part of the world, — we arc greatly - 
obfcrvcd without that incitement, I would 
therefore be glad it fhould remain ftill 
untold, unlcfs.you, madam, fhould deem 
my filencean ungrateful return forfo un- 
common a benefit, — fa faying, he pre- 
vented all reply by flepping to the door, 
and calling his daughter (and mils 

; Hampton had but jufl time to remark; 

v'^batit muft be her coufin Bromley, Mr. ; 

;'TR%R.NELL meant, notwithflanding he had 
been fo fly and referved) before he re- 
entered with her in his hand. 

Vol, I. K The* 
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The young lady's dcfhabille was fuch 
as would have graced a drawing room, 
nor was Ihe under the too general ncccf- 
fity of apologizing for her appearance 
from that miferable plea, — notcxpefting 
company, — as if the laws of decency 
and propriety were not at all times in- 
difpenfible. 

My dear, faid Mr. Parnel, addref- 
(ing his daughter as he advanced to- 
wards lady Hampton, this is a lady, 
who though you are prepared to efteem 
and honor, you could but little have cx- 
pe6ted to meet with in this remote cor- 
ner of the world. It is lady Hampton, 
continued (be, the aunt of your noble 
friend, who not only permits me to in- 
troduce you to her, but condefcends to 
foUicit your acquaintance. 

The ladies faluted the blufliing lovely 
girl, to whofe retired life, they imputed 
the agreeable confufion flie was under, 
though in reality it proceeded from A 
fofter fource. 

Chocolate was ordered,- and lady 
Hampton infilled upon both father and 

daughter 
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ceive a line of information . ( by Mrs. 
BoLLy's ufual affiftancc) that Captain 
Henry was in town, and had obtained 
a twelve-days refpjtc from joining hrs 
regiment, than her doubts, her appre- 
henfions vanifhed into air ; and fhe gave 
a loofe to the moft lively fenfations of 
pleafure and fatisfaftion. 

A DiFFicxTLTY, howcver, occurred 
that puzzled mifs Margaret's inven- 
tion, and gave no.fmall uneafijiefs to her 
lovely niece. The convenience of meet- 
ing at lady Hampton's was now no 
'more. — It was itnpdflible for two fuch 
agreeable yonng fe'llows to make frequent 
vifits at fir Arthi^r's free from fufpicion, 
ind the confequence of their being fuf- 
pefted to have defigns upon the ladies too 
obvious not to be guarded againft. 

Miss Cliften -was under the difagree*- 
able neceffity of remaining paffive, and 
placing her whole confidence in the ferti- 
lity of her aunt's brain, nor had flie 
raufe of complaint ; for that good lady 
was indefatigable until (he had fixed on 
an expedient that was prodaaiVe of the 
defircdpurpcfc. 

K J The 
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The ladles had made their appearance 
in but few public places, notwithftanding 
they had been above two months in Lon^ 
don\ fir Arthur's avarice and avoca- 
tions not permitting him to attend them.. 
"But they were by no. means fenfible of 
their misfortune until lady Hampton** 
departure, as her houfe had afforded them 
every felicity they either wiflied, or were 
inclined to enjoy. 

Miss Margaret*s fluttering difpofi- 
tion was but ill calculated to fupport the 
m iferable change of fcene that im mediately 
fucceeded the lofs of that good, lady's 
company (and fome other company of 
equal, nay fuperioc value, flie was wont 
to participate in conjunftion with her's) 
and fhe was for flying every where ax 
once to difpel her chagrin ; but prudence,^^ 
that. excellent monitor, occafioned her to 
refl^rain her rapid inclination, and flie at 
length determined to make her firft fally 
into St. James's Park. She therefore 
condefcended to give her lover due in.- 
telligence of her intention ; or, in other 
words, appointed him to meet her in the? 
walk next the lawn. 
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Miss Cliff en*s fufpehce was become 
very uneafy to her, as her aunt proceed* 
ed with fuch circumfpcftion, as to pre- 
vent every poffibility of her forming one 
probable conjedure refpedling the fteps 
fhe was about to take, when the enfuing 
morning happily relieved her, by thac 
lady*s communicating her defirc of walk?* 
ing into the Park. 

She hoped, (he faid, with a look that 
demanded compliance, that Betsey 
would accompany her, as the weather 
was fine, only a little fharpandbluftring, 
and if they confined themfelvcs at thac 
feafon untill they had an unexceptionable 
morning, they might remain prifoners 
during their whole continuance in town; 

Miss C1.1FFEN, whofe mind was in a 
queer half-fatisfied ftate, confented to her 
aunt's propofal with pleafure, as (he flat- 
tered herfelf there was meaning in it; or, 
at word, that fhe fhould lofe the odd 
fenfations in a crowd, which her altern- 
ate hopes and fears relative to the de* 
fired interview with Captain Henry 
occalioned her. 

K 4 Jacob 
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Jacob feceived orders, on removing 
the breakfafling things, to put on his beft 
livery and attend them ; not fo much for 
•the necefficy as the appearance of the 
thing. 

Miss Margaret advifed her niece 
-oot to make the lead alteration in her 
drefs ; as (he could affure her, that per- 
fons of fa(hion in London diftinguifticd 
ihcmfelyes from the vulgar merely by 
their gmtil defhabilUs. 

Mjss Cliffen's perfon, indeed^ ftood 
iiot in need of improvement, as it wasa£ 
:all times as elegant as her mind : but, 
whether her aunt brheld her with a pnejiP- 
diced or unprejudiced eye, is uncertain 4 
as, though (he confidered all ornaments 
unneceflary for her niece, &e .did notiail 
adorning herfelf in fuch an extraordinary 
•manner, as if ibe had made the prepofter 
iYMJS attempt of exoeUtng her lov^ely comf 
{>Mton. ^^ Then, with the (imperiog 
cwo-dfted Jacob in his due ftatioo, they 
let forth for SLjames^s. 

Miss Cliffen was not a little difbofn^ 
pofed, as Ihe pa0ed along, at the fami'* 

liar 
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Ear attention the men paid to her by fta^f- 
ing under her hat, proclaiming theit 
opinions aloud ; and followed her from 
ftreet to flreet, in the GuKf^gitAt. She 
wi0ied herielfathome a thoufand tilDel i 
blamed her aantfor not caking the coach^ 
and declared 9 if thofe were tht L$ndM 
cuftoms, (he (hould, witli hearc-feltiatis* 
faiflion, return to htr wonted retirement. 

Miss Makgarbt anfwered her vt)rf 
pettifhly, that ihe was a moftienntivi 
plant indeed, to fhrink at fuch trifles ; 
efpecially as flie mrght thank herfelf for 
the better half of the wits that fo muth 
difturbed her; for, by fufFering it to bd 
apparent to every fool, from her ill-timed 
confufion, that (he was newly imported 
from the country, flie alone ^ttrftfted 
that offenfivc obfervation. This inveftiv^ 
was fome relief to mifs MAaOARfiVi 
heart, aJmoft burfting with envy And 
refentmcnt ; for ihe had not entinely ef* 
capedibme coarfe reflexions, intertniftgled 
with rhc encomiums paflTcd upon hef 
niece. But, as her whole motive in thi* 
expedition was the meeting Captaia 
James Crosby, (he perfevered with 
amazing refolution, until they cntertd 
the Md/l^ where the firft objedl her eyet 
K 5 WCI5C 
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were bleflfed with, was the very identical 
ohe they were twirled about in qucft of. 

The firft fa|ute occafioncd fomc little 
confufion on all fides ; but, as the ladies 
Were arm in arm, and the gentlemen 
without company, it was the moft eafy 
thing in nature for the whole party to be 
pleafed, by the gentlemen's filing o9^ to 
the right or left, as inclination fhould in- 
cite, which was accordingly performed to 
their general fatisfadion.. 

Miss Margaret flill cheri^ingthe 
unaccountable opinion, of having been a 
great fufFerer by her cruelty to her admi- 
rers, and never lofing fight of the rcfolu/- 
tion (he had taken, for (everal preceding 
years, of altering her conduft in that 
particular, to every future captive, was 
lb amazingly gracious and condefccnding 
in this happy interview, that the enrap- 
tured Captain Jam£s had the temerity to 
intimate fomewhat relative to frequent 
vifits at the baronet's, with, very manyt 
agreeable confequcnces. 

The lady performed her part to admit* 
ration. — Communicated her well difiem^^ 
bled apprchenfions of her. brother's di£* 

pleaium 
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pleafurc— and, ihfbort, gave tKc young 
gentleman his lefibn in fo diftinft and 
comprebenfive a mianner, as to render all 
farther inftruftion necdlefe. Jacob waa 
to be the principal agent in the whole 
affair ; nor was the commander to take 
one ftep without him. Captain Jamei 
did not fail to make proper acknowledg- 
ments for fuch unexampled goodnels^ 
protefting, with many lover-like affcvera- 
tions, that ihe ibould never find him 
ungrateful. 

Miss Cliffen was an entire flranger 
to this converfation, as her aunt had art- 
fully flipped her arm from under her's, 
and ftroUed to a convenient diftance for a 
private conference, nor was the young 
lady fo ill entertained as to make other 
than one or two faint efforts to joio 
them. 

In a delightful moment, when captaift 
James was moll refpeftfully preffinghi^ 
miftrefs's hand, in confirmation ot his 
vows of eternal conftancy,. the cnviou* 
clock ftruck two. — Mifs ftarred' at the 
found. — And, as fir Arthifr was ex- 
pedled to dinner, moft reluftantly tore 

h«Fi^ 



haki£ftomh^ ^mrer, enjoiniogiiimt 
ia the ikme Ififi^^t^ as he loved ber, to 
proceed with the utmott caution and 
cixcuin^ftioa^ 



CHAP- 
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CHAP. XX. 

Qmiains a hrigbt foliloqvy^ or^ in Mr. 
fiAYs's lai^uagCf " A bob for ibe great 
** ones.^* — • Some overflowings of a vain 
heart — with a few quaint reflexions from 
the mouth ofafprigiily chambermaid. 

JACOB had not been long pradifed 
in his new occupation before he was 
vifited with qualms of confcience, from 
bemg unable to reconcile the fervice he 
was rendering his miftrefs with the duty 
he owed his mader. 

FREQjrfiNT foliloquies and felf-exami* 
nations were the confequence of tholi; 
riling doubts, and he was wont to fteal 
into private corners, where he treated 
himfelf with the utmofl: feverity. 

Many on us, Jacob, he would fay, 
how deadlily t^ou art altered of late 1 •— 
Who would have fufpefted that thou, 
4ibove all others, wouldft have hired thy 
felf for gain — to do the vericft wickedtft 
work upon earth — deceiving thymafter? 

DOTfl 
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Doth he not pay thee the wages thou 
requiredft of him?^ — Wherefore, thcn^ 
Ihouldft thou fufFcr thyfclf to be fq in- 
veigled by a flippery tonguc4 i>iMfc»^, 
tts to receive wages of hi«i alfo I When, 
paufing a few moments, his* avarice 
would whifper, but is not madam mwc 
to blame than thou ? — If fhe cannot with- 
ftand the bribery of fmooth words, how 
ftouldfuch a poor /^//pr as thee withftand 
the tejnptatFons caft in thy way ? — What 
irill not the whole world do for money ? 
—There- is too much foul-play and' cor- 
ruption in this nation, for thee to blu(h 
at a fmall matter j nor wilt thou ever be 
marked out for a fingle ten, fo long as 
fhou haft the firft gemmen in the land upon' 
a par with thee. 

- How humiliating this clumfcy fimiii?, 
where the heart cannot but acknowledge 
it juft ! — How pernicious its effeft upon 
• little mind! for with this falvo Jacob 
hufhed every honeft diffatisfaftion inta 
peace ; and- became as much at his 
tniftrefe's devotion, as flic could either 
wilhordefire. 



/ 
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Sir Arthur, condefccnding to infi- 
nuate at dinner, an engagement he had 
inade the enfuing evening for the play, 
enabled his fitter to give her handfome 
captain an early proof of the fineerity of 
her profcflions, by inviting him to fpend 
that happy period at Grofvenor fquare. . 

Jacob no fooner received his cue, 
than he difappeared; and mi6 Marga* 
RET experienced the utmoll anxiety ima- 
ginable during his abfence. — Should any 
accident befall him— how alarming the 
thought! — Or ihould he be obferved, 
and her fecret become a lacrifice to the idle 
curioflty of fomc mean prying wretch — • 
ihe ihould die with confufion and vexa- 
tion. But her moft prevailing apprehen- 
fion, however Ihe might conceal it even 
fromherfelf, was, left the captain (hould 
not accept her invitation with that degree, 
.of ardor ihe judged fuitable to theocca- 
fion. 

Having figeted rn and out the dining 

parlor a thoufand times, on various pre- 

fences, notwithftanding her real motive 

: was a fecret but with few ; flie at length 

cipied Jacob^ with a rubicon counte- 

nance,. 



nance, fteering into the hall. — She in- 
jQuuitly repaired to dielitderoom appoint- 
led for their renckzvous^ and, with pal^ 
pitating heart and trembling hand, re- 
coved the fofteft epiftlc ever pennled by 
irough tarpaulin. 

Jacob was no fooner withdrawn, than, 
firft locking the door, this antiquated 
virgin thrtw herfclf upon a fettec with all 
the agreeable languifhment of a girl of 
fifwen. — Now (hall I, faid Ibe, have the 
dear dear iatisfa£lion of reading fome of 
the handfomeft, fweeteft, things on earth. 
For no one writes or fpeaks better than 
the captain. 

My neice, continued fhe, has truty 
.the vanity to expe£t nothing of this kind 
/ibould efcape her, merely becaufe btr 
minxing lady (hip has attained the filly 
period of eighteen ; but I (hall convince 
-ber, that men of fpirit have eyes to fee, 
and judgement to approve, maturtfr 
charms. So faying, (he broke the feal, 
and feafted her fight on fome pretty, ten- 
der, wellchofen epithets, that had been 
•ofi^ered up at many a fairer (brine. They, 
oicverthelefs, paffed current once more 
-with her i and fgt pleaiingly tickled her 
VI too 
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100 green imagination, that, the abund* 
-ance of her heart almoft involuntarily 
flowed from her 1^. 

This letter, cried Ihe, holding it forth 
^ith rapture, is a proof how vilely the 
-gentlemen of the navy are traduced, when 
degeneracy of manners, depravity of 
tafte, and boillerous wit, are imputed to 
them. — Or we females, added Ihe, with 
igreatielf-complacence, have a moft allo- 
fiifliing art of iaimanixing them : but, aa 
tkt ibng iays, fVbat canU a charming wo- 
-man do? 

A PIER-GLASS was moft conveniently 
<fituattd 4)pf)ofite die iaAj ; in which, 
having viewed and reviewed her own 
elegant figure for fomc time, with un- 
<:ommon fatisfadion, Ihe, at length re- 
<olle£bing herfelf, adnd rifing in the fame 
inftant fsid. But I muft prepare for \m 
4reception, and engage mycat'a-paw^ as 
-ufuat, to entertain his brother, the only 
purpofe I can difcover tlK ^irl is )fit for>; 
and even there her hfgheft<}uali?ficaciopis 
the being unfufpicious. 

MissCLiFf£i!i!smaid, who was evw 
Vfow the watch and liften for her young 

lady's 
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lady's advantajge (for why (hoaki not 
ineannefs and cunning, as fhe would of- 
ten fay, meet with. it's match) happened 
to be in the next apartment to mifs 
. Margaret, during her foliloquy,* ^nd 
diftindly overheard every fyllable : there- 
fore,' entering at one door, as mifs re- 
treated at the other, fhe burft forth into 
the following exclamation : 

What a ftiame it is, that fuchan old 
fright fhould be fo over-run with vanity 
andaffeftationt What nonfenfe has (he. 
been uttering! — And then the billet- 
doux. — What a curious rogue the man 
muft be ! — How little does this divine 
creature think for what purpofe (he it fo 
be-flattered and be- complimented. —But 
flie may thank her own folly ; and^ were 
fhe my aunt, I fhould not be fo fqueamifh 
as my young lady is^ who, I warrant, is 
now overwhelijied. with felf-accufations 
for the fincere part fhe is afting : but { 
will endeavor to divert her with an ac- 
count of what I have heard, and apprize 
her of her lover's intended vific^ 

Mrs. Dolly was not miflaken in her 
.conje6tures„ for; inifs Cliffjbm^s notions 
cf duty gnd propriecy^ would ;noc permic 

her 
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her to be fatisficd with the praftice of fo 
much deceir, but (he was entangled, and 
knew not how to recede,— r the contri- 
vance her aunt*s, — the plot a mere ac- 
cident, occafioncd by her folly, — it wa$ 
impoffible (he could receive any real in- 
jury, and (he, undoubtedly, defervcd 
feme punifhment, for her niece to have fo 
many Interviews with an agreeable young 
fellow, merely to ferve a particular pur- 
pofc of her own, unmindful of every con^ 
fequencc with refpeft either to her repu- 
tation or repofe. 

Should fhe from a chimerical point 
of honor reveal the deceit,, how lhoul4 
fhe avert her aunt's rcfentmenr,.for hav*- 
ing been at firft prevailed upon to coun- 
tenance fuch proceedings ? 

And muft not captain Henry be the 
facrifice, to what? — A phantom. — How 
could (he anfwer it to herfelf, to drive a 
deferving young gentleman to deipera^t 
tion, — he feemed rather of a melancholy 
cad, and would retain the (hock, perhaps^ 
to the end of his life, — (he could not 
bear the thought, — and the old* proverb 
of. In for a penny ^ in for a pounds encou- 
raged her to per£bvere« 

Sh£ 
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She had juft reconfirmed this ncteer* 
tkous refolution, when Mrs. Doli-t ap- 
peared covered with fmiles, and brimfuH 
of intelligence. 

She began with a farcafm upon old 
maids, which was fo evidently levelled 
tt mifk Margaret, that mifs Cliffek 
thought it incumbent upon her, to re- 
fottk^ her forit. 

How often muft I repeat to you, 
Dolly, faid (he, that you cannot dif- 
f>leale me more, than by cafting reflec- 
tions upon a perfon I ought to honor. 
Her unhappy foible has put both her and 
me fo much into your power, that, per- 
haps, you fancy the little fervices you 
render us, intitles you to fpeak your free- 
eft fentiments,^-but it is a priviledge I 
can never allow you, and to refcue my- 
felf from^fuch fervHtty, I would even -en- 
counter my father and aunt^s difpleafure, 
Jind forfeit all my future, profpefts of 
bappinefs. 

• Bea& madam, faid the really ^11 
meamng Dolly, why will you repri- 
mand mc with fuch ^fcvcrky : you know 

how 
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how much it is the dcfirc of my lieart to 
^eafc yout but I cannot always be tipon 
nxf: gviard^<^^^ao]d I have met with Uichi 

new caufe » , 

WBUt, do not itiention it; child, 
faid mifs CuprENy interrupting her^ I 
would not give you pain» and do believe 
you.would not intentionally hurt me: foy 
once for all^ never fpeak: of my auntun** 
lyottbily, and I ihall think you mecitrajr 
befl:kiiKbe&. 

EtoifLY^ thanked her miftre£fr for for* 
giving her, and promiied never more tou 
offend.. But,^ madam^ continued (bt^ 
you muft give me leave to inform you, 
tbatcaptaia GRotsy will be heretomon*^ 
row evening v I ^nm fure my old- lady was 
not difpleafcd with the intelligence. 

You muft, Dolly, replied mifs 
Clikfeji^. forbear ufing the epithet of 
eld. My aunt would think it difrcfpedl- 
f!|l; though, in my opinion, thofcare 
the happieft,. who have pafled oven the- 
giddy fcenesof youth; efpeciallyif they • 
can look back without much remorfe or 
mortifioattop. 

And 
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And yet, madam, faid Dolly, where 
is the pcrfon who is willing to be reck- 
oned old ? 

That ill-judged reluftance returned 
mils Cliffen, is owing to the ftrange 
conduft of the world, and the too com- 
mon wrong education of females. Dif- 
cretion is fo utterly exploded, that the 
ideas annexed to age are, confequently, 
far from engaging. Inftead of honoring 
our feniors for their experience and better 
judgement, we confider them as merely 
butterflies that have had their day, and 
are incapable of fluttering longer : and, 
from the value we are taught to fet upon 
the idle gaieties of Hfe, as enemies to our 
enjoyment of thofe plcafures they are by 
time alone unqualified rotafte, with either 
propriety or fatisfadion. 

Well madam, faid Dolly, I do 
think you will make a mod extraordi- 
nary old woman, you ace fo extraordinary 
ayoung oae. -— But will you not pleafe 
to drefs ? 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXL 

Contains afarlher difplay of fir Arthur's 
perfellions^ — his turn for fatire^ and 
paternal tendernefs ftrongly exemplified in 
afcene wherein his daughter isfomewhat 
difconcerted. 

BUT there was a florm gathering 
over their heads, that they were lit^ 
tie aware of, for mifs Cliffen's perfon 
. had the misfortune to attraft the brave 
captain Farrell's eye at St. George's 
church i a place to which (he reforted 
each fucceeding Sunday, from a princi- 
ple of piety ; and, where that noble gen- 
tleman was allured by the fingle motive, 
of difcovering fome lovely female, worth 
ftaring out of countenance, a method of 
killing time he was peculiarly fond of. 

His admiration was wont to termi- 
nate with the fermon, but this lady ap- 
peared fo ui^commonly charming in his 
light (the fecond inftance of real tafte, he 
was ever known to betray) that he conde- 
fcended to follow her, at humble diftance,' 
to her father's temporary manfion, and 

make 
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make himfclf acquainted with her name 
and family. 

But how was he delighted, on obtain-^ 
ing the defired information, to find that 
he had a friend whofe intimate connexion 
with fir Arthur, might undoubtedly be 
of the utmoft fervice to him. 

This friend was no other than Mr. 
Petbrson, the baronet's prime miniflrcr, 
who had wiped ofi^ the difgrace^of a mean 
and fcandalous original by acquiring a 
very tolerable fortune. It is true, the 
means, though frequently praftifcd, was 
not the moft: notle imaginable, handfome 
premiums for advanced fums, being held 
in but little cftimation, except by fuch 
as have fome private end to anfwer. 

Whether Mr. Peterson faw the 
profeflion in any difadvantageous light, 
or not, is uncertain, but he no fooner 
found himfclf mafter of a capital, that in- 
titled him to look about him, than he 
became ambitious of filling a more rc- 
fpeftable charafter, he therefore procur- 
ed an agency of confequence, by cancel- 
ling the debt of a minor of diftinftion, 

which. 
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which, together with the intereflj was no 
defpicable gratuity. 

Captain Farrell's knowledge of 
Mr. Peterson, was owing to a natural 
defirc he too had experienced of antici- 
pating the ample provifion his father had 
fcraped for him, at which period he had 
found him fo very complaifant and ufe- 
ful a gentleman, that he took a pleafurc 
in keeping up the acquaintance. 

To this man, therefore, he applied for 
afliftance upon the prefent occafion ; who, 
upon proper terms, engaged to ufc his 
intereft with fir Arthur, and, if poffible, 
prevail upon him to accept fo honorable 
a gentleman for his fon in law, — nor did 
he difoair of fucccfsj for the captain was 
one or fortune's happy favorites, not with- 
Handing nature had been fingularly fpar- 
ing in every valuable endowment, both 
with refpeft to his head, and his heart. 

It had been fettled fome time, that 
Mr. Peterson (hould embrace the firil 
opportunity of communicatinghis friend's 
propofaJs to fir Arthur, before that mi- 
nifter found it convenient -, but, having 
fonie leifure hours upon his bauds, and 

Vol. 1. L \.\5:: 
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the captain growing importunate, he de«^ 
termincd to pufh the affair with the ut- 
moft vigor, almofl in the fame inftanc 
of divulging it. 

The baronet had waited upon his fe- 
male friend foon after breakfaft, and had 
the mortification to find her much indif- 
pofed with a cold, a circumftance that 
totally unhinged his fcheme of vifidng 
the theatre, as fhe was the only compa- 
nion, he either propofed, or wiftied to 
have with him at thofe houfes. He, 
therefore, returned home fullenly filent, 
and making but an indifferent dinner, 
called for his pipe and eafy chair, which 
was always underftood by his fifter and 
daughter, as an indireft declaration, that 
their company was no longer agreeable; 
they, accordingly, never failed to move 
off with the utmoft expedition, 
f. 

Unfortunately for mifs Cliffen, 
the bufy Mr. Peterson fixed upon this 
unlucky period for the difchargc of his 
embaffy; and, dropping in unexpedledly 
to his great furprize, perceived the 
gloomy cloud by which the baronet was 
furrounded. 

Thb 
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The agent foon learnt the caufe of fir 
Arthur's chagrin, and induftrioufly 
plied him with fucceffive bumpers, in or- 
der, not only to difpel it, but give him a 
favorable difpofition towards the bufineis 
he had undertaken. 

When he had gotten him pretty deep 
.into his third bottle, he made lb happy a 
difplay of captain Farrell's fortune, 
connexions, perfon, and accomplifh- 
ments, that the old gentleman, perfcftly 
elated with the profpeft of removing his 
daughter in an honorable and advantage- 
ous manner, infifted upon her being in- 
flantly called, that he might give her 
her leflbn. 

Miss Cliffen was retired to her own 
apartment, when Jacob bore this un- 
welcome fummon to her: (he did not 
daretodifobey; but, with trembling fteps, 
haftened down to the parlor, preparing 
herfelf to fuftain fome difagreeable lee- 
ture, though of what nature, flie was far 
from apprehending. 

Sir Arthur lifted up his eyes on his 

daughter's entrance ; and, conceiving the 

L 2 fcrious 
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ferious turn of her features to proceed 
from refraftorinefs, he accofted her in a 
very rough accent. 

Come hither, girl, faid he, taking his 
pipe out of his mouth, and difcharging a 
volley of fmoke, come hither to me, I 
have fome news for you : nay do not pout 
fo you ungracious hufly, cried he, raifing 
his voice, but remember I am not to be 
fooled like your uncle. 

Believe me, fir, faid mifs Cljifpew, 
with great fweetnefs, I am utterly uncon- 
fcious of meriting the rcfledkion you call: 
upon me 5 you commanded my attend- 
ance. 

So I did, Mrs. Wifeacre^ returned the 
baronet with a fncer, but I did not com-* 
mand that undutiful lour upon your 
brow, as if you fufpefted the bufinefs I 
had with you, and was predetermined to 
be difobedient, — but look you, Betsey^, 
added be, with great vehemence, I have 
once facrificed my inclination to yotii: 
uncle's intreaties and your whining, but 
ftiall never again make either him or you 
fo great a compliment. 

I HOPE 
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I HOPE fir— faid the young lady with 
a look that would have foftened a favagc, 
but the unfeeling baronet exclaimed ; 

Trouble me not with your hopes, 
nor your fears, — what pray does your 
kdyfhiphope? That you may be per- 
mitted to chufe fome beggarly rafcal to 
inherit my eftate, becaufe he may happea 
to plcafc your pretty fancy ? 

I DO affure you, fir, — faid the timid 
iovely girl, but ihe was interrupted with. 

Ok, dear madam, I do not in the leaft 
doubt your aflurance — but give me leave 
to afiure you in turn, that Peterson has 
informed ine of a perfon who has done 
you the honor to make choice of you, arid 
marry him you ft»all, or I will reprobate 
you for ever. 

Miss Ci.iffen was fcarcely able to 
fupport herfelf at this unexpefted infor- 
mation ; as it was death to all her tender 
expeflations; which her father perceiving 
(previdfafiy tnimatinghimfelf with another 
bumper) he faid with a maltcioui fmile, 
what you cantiot fpeak nawy^HDearg, tears, 
L 3 cried 
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cried he, whining by way of infult, ftop 
your utterance, — but go, you obftinate, 
felt-fufficient creature, go to your cham«- 
ber and let the fliower fall there, and in 
retirement conceal your folly ^nd weak- 
nefs. 

Miss Cliffen made a refpeftful cur- 
tefy, and was about to retire, glad to 
come off fo eafily, — but her father was 
too much heated to fuffer her to efcapc fo 
(lightly wounded : therefore, afluming a 
moft imperious air, hark you, chfld, 
faid he, now I think of it, I will not have 
you fpoil your eyes with blubbering,— 
your fac€ will not bear it, — it moft be 
dreft in fmiles ere it can pleafe^ — come, 
added he, let your father have one fmilc, 
— your very beft. 

Mis? Cliffen, whofe heart was ready 
to burft at this unkindnefs, lifted up her 
fine eyes, and with the moft pathetic air 
faid, or more properly fighed, — oh, fir ! 

Just, juft as I expcfted, exclaimed 
the baronet in a tremendous accent, I 
alked a fmile neighbor, Peterson, 
and my dutiful daughter prefents me 
with an«-ob fir,~-lhe has both a proud 

and 
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and ftubbora heart,— but is all perfec- 
tion in her bright uncle's flirewd opinion; 
who a batchclor is fo well flcilled in the 
management of children, that he will 
needs diftate to me upon occafion : what 
a tyrant ihould I now be reckoned if he 
was here? — Then turning to his daughter, 
who like an afflicted criminal, was wait- 
ing her fentence, well madam, faid he, 
you with your very dolorous, your very 
diftrefsful, countenance, may withdraw ; 
and, as a proof of the fuperiority of my 
kindnefs to your duty, I will fpeak a 
word of comfort to you, Peterson's. 
friend has done you the honor to bellow 
a favorable thought upon you, but I am 
in great doubt, from your unworthinefs, 
whether he will perfevere or not, — now 
troop, cried he, troop I befecch you. 

Miss Cliffen had no fooner fhut the 
door, than Mr. Peterson, whofe callous 
heart was almoll: fubdued by the beauty 
and fpeaking eloquence of her afpeft, ex- 
preffcd much concern for having occa- 
(ioned uneafinefs between the baronet and 
his daughter. But he was immediately 
filenced by that gentleman's fternly fay- 
ing, 

L 4 hoQK 
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Look you, Peterson, it is a very un- 
thankful office to interfere between fa- 
ther and child *, an office which as you 
value my friendlhip, I muft forwarn you 
to keep clear of j for I am, and will be 
abfolute. 

Mr. Peterson declaring with great 
fervility he had done, fir Arthur fliook 
hands with him i and, ringing for another 
bottle, entered into a converfation which 
we fear would be far from entci^taining to 
our readers, ~. therefore (hall not iiucrt 
it. 



CHAP« 
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CHAP. XXII. 

Contains a Umifeene upon M iniirtnew f«i- 
ftru8iony — a happy interview^ produSiive 
. if unhappj eonfiqttimes^ — ajkdden re- 
trefiS — wish warm ahircation^ C^c. fc?c. 

SIR ARTHUR, though he was 
difappointed of going totheplafy, as 
he intended fpeiiding the evening from 
home, did not nndieceive his fifter in that 
particular^ but took kimfetf off, at the 
accuftonied hour for that amufement, and 
again waited upon his fick friefid, with a* 
ifCiidAnefs he was oevcr foppofed to be 
capable of% 

Misa Margaret bleflbd herfeif on 
liearing how roughly her brother bad 
tueated hia daughtei:^ fhat (he was exempt 
from his authority, — -IheWuld fcarcely 
^confider fuch a bafhaw as her relation, 
their Sentiments and difpofitions were f© 
different, — but there was certainly no ac* 
counting for fuch thinigs^ — fhe, however 
candid^ in other refpefts, had the c/Uf^lty 
to exult at her niece^s altered looks^ ab- 
iiirdly iinagining it would give her the 
L 5 ^dvanta^e. 
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advantage ; but, diflembling her iatisfac«»' 
tion fhe accofted the young lady with» 
fo child, you have had a fine time of it, 
I hear, my brother will never renounce 
neither his bottle nor brutality. 

You never, madam, faid the too ge- 
nerous fuflferer^ heard me complain of 
cither. 

O DEAR madam, returned mifs Mar- 
garet, nettling to a degree, I beg your 
pardon, — you are all duty and pious 
reCgnation, then it fcems, — but let me 
teil you, Mrs. Betsey, continued (he in 
an angry accent, when a woman of my 
prudence condefcended out of compaS- 
lion to you, to take notice of the de- 
fefts in her brother's charadler. — It 
would have been no refledion, even upon 
your extreme nicety to have acknow- 
hedged fome fenfibility of the lavage na* 
ture of your father. 

If you pleafe, madam, faid mifs Cly f- 
]i-£N, with the moft engaging ^ubmiffion> 
we will change the fubjcft. 

Here Jacob very opportunely pre* 
icnted himfelf, to inform them, that two 

gentlemea 
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gentlemen inquired for mils Makoaret 
Cliffen. 

Miss Margaret's brow was inftant- 
ly fmoothed, — her accent harmonized^ 
and (he ordered her favorite to introduce 
them immediately. 

JacoBi making an aukward bow in 
acquiefcence, retired for a few moments, 
— then returned, ufhering in the gentle- 
men, with the utmoft bumpkin parade. 

Captain Henry was fo happy as to 
recommend himfelf in a peculiar manner 
to mifs Margaret's favor, by a com* 
pliment he paid her on his firft entrance; 
and her vanity did not fail to fugged to 
her, that he was no lefs captivated than 
his brother, — therefore affedting a pretty 
confufion,— you are a man of gallantry, 
fir, faid fhe, but you military gentlemen 
*pique yourfelves upon your genteel be- 
havior to our fex. 

I SUPPOSE, faid captain James, you 
look upon us tars, to be of a different 
fpecies, but I can affure you, notwith- 
ftanding we are unpraftifcd in the 
fmooth language of the land com- 
L 6 manders. 
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tpanders, we are a$ capable pf diftjui^^ 
guifhing a fine woman from the fnultt--. 
tude, ay, and making her fenfible of our 
approbatioOf a^ the befl; of thevH 

Betsev,, iaid mifs Margaret, giv^ 
ing her fwain an approving glance^ wc 
have almoft two hours to fupper, — fup* 
pofe you (hew captain Henry thofe pic- 
tures my brother fe(it home yefteroay^ 
whilft J challenge captain Jam£S at pic«. 
quet. 

With all my heart, madam^ returned 
tnifs Cliff£K, if the gentlemaa dare 
truft himfelf tomy conduct. 

I CANNOT, faid captain Henry, mak- 
3Dg a refpeftful bow to mifs Margaret> 
conHder a relation of that lady's as. a dan^ 
gerous perfon, therefore, madam, with 
pleafure I attend your commands,-^^they 
withdrew accordingly into another apart- 
ment. 

*, 

Captain Henry, inquiring with the 
tendered follicitude into the cauie of that 
yifible dejeflion, that clouded the moft 
lovely countenance in thewqrld* 

Miss 
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Miss Cliffek could not refufe him 
his pare in her aflaiidions ^ and» whild 
thcY mutually lamented their unhappy 
deftiny, captain James was reduced to 
zxi abfolute dilemma, in vrhat manner to 
behave to an old hag (as he politely term^ 
ed his Dulciisea) who had made fo un« 
pardonable an advance; but, as he had 
nothing for it, but to flatter on, he took 
her unrefilUng hand ^ and, colleding as 
much tenderneik as he was able into hi9 
countenance, he {aid : 

Howgpnerous it is ofyou^ madam» 
to promott; this ha^py opportunity, foi: 
a man,, whofe affeSion for you caa oiilf 
be equalled by bis gratitude. 

Miss Margaebt fej^lied, witb the 
mod engaging modefiy, if I had not the 
higheft opinion of you imaginable, I 
ihould not, fir^ have veatuxed ibch 
lengths in youx favor. 

Le;v:gths, repeated captain Jaues^' 
Jin an aSefledly tender accent. Aby ma- 
dam, call not the fteps you have akeady 
taken (favorable and gracious though, 
they have been) lengths : Nor check my 

prefumption 
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prefumption in its infancy. How (hall I 
be able, undef fuch circumftances, to 
plead my conftant, hcarc-felt paiSon ?*— 
How implore ihofc eyes (mifs gave them 
a'foft twinkle) toviewrae kindly » — How 
prefume to prefs this hand (kifling it with 
great devotion between every fentence) 
or follicit you to bcftow it upon me for 
ever? 

He was obliged to ftop and recover his 
breath andrecolleftion: fretting inwardly 
at the lady's unconfcionable vanity. 

Oh, captain Crosby, faid mifs Mar- 
caret, with a foft flgh (fteaiing a look 
ac him from the fide of her fan, which, 
to conceal her no-confufion, fhe had 
Iprcad before her face) how little did I 
think you capable of fuch agreeable be- 
havior. 

Permit me, madam, returned the 
gentleman, to give you the moft ultimate 
proof of my regard : laying my liberty 
at your fcet» A nd be affured, merit Icfs 
than your*s could never have attached 
me, greater I am perfuadrd the known 
world cannot produce. 

Then, 
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Thent, biting his lips, he gave her 
time to reply, by rcfledling, that, if 
Henry did not foon return, the cooping 
of his neck, pr difcovery of their plot, 
muft be the confequence. 

Upok my honor, captain, returned 
the lady, in a tender accent, there is no. 
refifting you. With what eloquence da 
you plead your caufe? and how foreign 
do I find your polite exprellions to the 
general opinion of the world, that a fai-* 
lor's elocution confifts merely in oaths 
and ribaldry ! 

It is to love, madam, (aid captMi 
James, it is to almighty love, that I am 
indebted for this little refinement. 

. Such Rt^an bears, refunded the lady, 
fjuch fea-monfters, have I beheld, that I 
have blefiedmy ftars for having nocon« 
ncxion with them. 

Mv education, madam, faid captain 
James (giad to give the converfation a 
le& particular turn) was, indeed of afof- 
ter nature, th?n the generality of my pro- 
feilion have the advantage of, as I was. 

intended 
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intended to encounter no other ftorms 
dMd whit artfe in the halts ztfT^fimnfier ; 
bfit» finding that ftudy too crabbed and 
^fingoiucus for my inclination, I re« 
qotinced it, to defend nvy country bjr 
blows inftead of words. 

But how will you be abtr, iaid mifs 
Margaret, to reconcile yourftlf to a* 
ntiai life. 

Still, ftilU i^eplied captain Jambsi, 
wkhaiprightly air, I fliould be engaged 
injtbc ferviceof my country : for, what, 
madam, ihould a failor do in the piping 
time of peace, as Shakespeare phrafes 
k# but prove boxofelf wonhy bis prince's 
fivor> by furdfhuig a frelb fupply oC 
jolly tarjfc. 

. Do not forlcit,. faid mifs M^itOARRTt 
inttcrupting him, with an angry brow, 
by indelicate inouendos, the place-yoo 
hold in my efteem. — I deccft aiL impu^ 
rity. 

Captain Jam Es^, with difficu&y^ fiip- 

f roi&d a fmile ac the elderly prude v hi^» 

catching her tn bis arms^ the moreefieft* 

laally to conceal the inclination hev folly 

... bad 
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had excited, he cried. Thou unexampled 
chaftity ! ^- Tbou -— . 

But how (hall I defcribe the lovers' 
confufion, when the door fuddenly open- 
ed, and in ftalked — not a fprite — but 
the fubftantial figure of fir Arthur 
Cliffen; who, finding his lady grow 
more and more indifpofed, had ftroiled 
home at that unfeafonable period. 

Minerva's ftiield could not have had. 
a more extraordinary efFcdl upon the ba- 
ronet for a few moments than this fight : 
but^ at length, recovering himfelf, he- 
cafl: a mod larcaftic look at hU lifter, ex- 
claiming in the fame inftant: 

Heyday 1 may I believe my own eyes? 
-r--Can this be Margaret Cliff£N ? 
Yes, faith i lam not miftakcn : it is my, 
very fitter Margaret ; and in the arms 
of a man. —What! and have you held 
out, added he, with a fneering laugh^ 
until this venerable period, to be carried 
off by a hobby -de-hoigh, a (tripling of 
twenty (viewing captain James contemp- 
tuoufly) I, indeed, lufpedbed your over-* 
a£ieddemurenefs» your outrageous virtue 
would come to thia. 

Miss 
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Miss Margaret found great relief 
in a Ihower of tears, that prefentcd them- 
felves ; and which fhc, with infinite dif- 
tortion of countenance, poured forth, 
fobbing, I defy your utmoft malice to 
afperfe my fpotlcfs fame. 

Spotless ! returned fir Arthitr, 
laughing malicioufly: yes, yes, your 
brother James Ihall judge how fpotlefs 
you are. 

Miss Margaret had fo far recovered 
herfclf as to reply, with the moft graceful 
taunts, — ■' Do, fir, do make a handle of 
this little incident to injure me in his good 
opinion, — Docomplete the ^varitious de- 
fire of your heart, by a mirreprefentation 
of my condud, and obtain his large 
poflTefllons for your finlple daughter. 

Facts, fafts, retorted the baronet, 
ihapping his fingers in the mofl: aggra- 
vating manner, will condemn jou. — • 
This is not your firft trip, niiftfels Mar* 
CARET. -—Remember the* dancing maf- 
ter.— And this may be fome fuch jack* 
ana pes^ for aught I know. *-^ Had it been 
BsTssY I had dete&ed under fuch cir- 

cumllances^ 
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cumftanccs, Ifhould not have wondered. 

— But a woman of your years ! -— It is 
fcandalous ! 

Captaik James, during this alterca* 
tion, made but a very indifferent figure. 

— Confcious of the unjuftifiablepart he 
was afting — the light he muft appear in 

— and the ftrange tale it would furnifh 
the town with. — He knew not how to 
proceed. 

Had it been poflible to have fccurcd 
his retreat by even the moft abjcft fneak, 
he would (as many a fmall hero had done 
before him) have put it in praftice; but, 
as the pafTage was blocked up, he began' 
tojudgeit neceflary, in imitation of the' 
fine gentleman in Letbe^ to bully the old 
prig. He was, however, prevented car- 
rying this dcfign into execution, by fir 
Arthur's telling him. That he could 
not fuppofe him to be a gentleman, from 
the charaftcr he then found him in ; but, 
as he confidered his fifter*s folly no lefs 
inexcufable than hisconduft, if he would 
pleafe to walk off, he IhouW, for that 
once, meet with no interruption. 

Captaik: 
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Captain James's honor would not 
permit hi en to reply. — *• And, as mifs 
Margaret joined her intreaties to her 
brother's civil propofal, he decamped 
"tyithout farther ceremony. 

Jacob had happily apprized mifs 
Cliffen of her father's arrival : upon 
>yhich information captain Henry had 
flipped away, unfufpefted as unfsen,^ and 
impatiently waited his brother's coming, 
at an adjacent coffee-houfe. 

On his making his appearance, Mr. 
Henry haflened to congratulate him on 
his efcape, or rather deliverance, from 
danger ; as the lead he apprehended for 
him, was his being tofled in a blanket* 

Sir Arthur read his fervantsafevere 
ledure, for admitting fellows in his ab« 
fence, contrary to his knowledge; and 
forbade them, for the future, at their pe- 
ril^ to be guilty of the like tranfgrefiion. 
— He thanked his fifter for the fine ex- 
ample flie fet his daughter. — Intreated 
ihe would not communicate her intri- 
guing art; and, giving her a few rough 
wipes, called for mifs Cliffen into a 
private apartment. 

END OF THE FIRST VOLUME^ 
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dif order ^ the vapours j isadvifed to pafs it 
over unperufed. 1 25 

CHAP. XIIL 

Contains fame further furprifing adventures^, 
lady Mary's fortune does great exeeu- 
tion^ a little fracas between her and her 
toufin with a mofi delegable cowverfationy 
in which Mrs. Straight makes no 
finall figure X32 

CHAP. XIV. 

Contains fome necejary information^ xvit If re- 
Jpe£t to two perfons concerned in a horrid 

' plot. — A very delicate fcene at the howl* 
ing'green^-a piece of female artifice '^ with 
the execution of the plot abovementioned* 

141 

C H A P; 
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C H A P. XV. 

Centains an account of mifs Parnel*s dif- 
trefs and adnfcntures^ — her father* s be- 
havior upon the trying occajion of lojing 
her. — Captain Farrell's iig bopes^^ 
with an inftance of right honorable ajfur- 
ance and ingratitude. 1 5 3 

C H A P. XVI. 

Contains fome new dangers in which mifs 

Parnel is involved^' — a fcene of horror 

and confujion — winch isfucceeded by fuch 

an event as the redder could have little 

-ii^&ed. 162 

CHAP. XVIL 

Contains an incontefiabh proof of female 
power.— 'Beauty and modefiy how irrer 
Jijiable^ — no heart fecure from their af^ 
tacks.— An inftance of generous friet^d^ 
fbip. — An agreeable piece of news for 
mifs PARifZL^--^ with the alarming ap* 
proach of new calpmties. 171 

. J, CHAP; 
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CHAP. XVIII. 

Contains a moral lejfonfor tbofe who are apt 
to be too fanguim in their expeSuticns^ 
— No certainty in this our mortal ftate. 
^^Tbe Major's humanity produSive 
if unhappy confequenceSy-^Dixoif Jhines 
upon a new oecajion. 178 

CHAP. XIX. 

Contains futh art account of the affairs at 
the ijland of ****** as it is hoped will 
he agreeable to the reader. 187 

C H A P. XX. 

QoHtains an extraordinary examiwtiim.^^'^ 
A difcovery of great importance^ — with 
a farther injlance of Jir Arthur's «»• 
feeling nature. 197 

CHAP. XXL 

C^ntaim the concluding fcene^ ^hicb is isfno 
nuans barren of events. — The proprietor 
takes his leavey^^^with ajiroke ofm^a- 
lity that winds up the whole affair^ that 
it is fuppofed tit author was at fome 
pains in moulding to his purpofe. 

THE 
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OF 

MAJOK BKOMLEV 

.• ■ .AND .• • : 

MISS CI.IFFEN. - 



C HAP. I 

Contains a dextrous mthod of acquiriu^ 
information.— - An embaff^of a mofi ae- 
traordinary nature. — With a Itvtlicm^^ 
verfation, agreeable to the tenets of m^ 
of fftrit. 

BU T, notwithftanding fir AtTHOft 
foTborc cxercifing his further ill-na- 
ture upon Wsfifter, he made his daugh-' 
tcr undergo a fevete perfccution. 

Vol.11. B -^^ | 
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He told her it was now become ne- 
ceflaiy^ both for bis peace and her repu- 
tation, that fhe fhould be difpofed of. 
. That he Ihould ever have that caterwaul- 
ing fellow perpetually in his head ; and 
did not doubt but he would creep into 
her heart : but, toprevent every difagrec- 
able confequence, he was determined to 
iparry her with all expedition. 

^ Jacob had juft leirned thb piece of 
intelligence by applying his ear to the 
key-hole, when he was called away to 
attend mifs Marqaest. 

That good lady, fearing her lover's 
flame might cool by his late difcourage- 
ments, and the intimations her brother 
threw out, took the opportunity of his 
being engaged with his daughter to dif- 
patch Jacob immediately after them, as 
a token of her firm attachment, maugrc 
all difafters: fo that they were barely 
feated in their lodgings, whither they 
repaired to condole each other's misfor- 
tune; but they were informed, a fcUpw 

ip a livery defired admittance^ 

'■■J 

Captain 
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Captain James fufpeflcd it was Ja- 
cob, with a meffagc from his fair-one ; 
therefore made but one bound of itacrofs 
the room, in order to introduce him to 
hrs half dcfponding brother. 

It was, indeed, no other than that 
trufty fquire, more confequential than 
ever; as he conceived himfelf to be 
charged with a mod extraordinary em- 
bafly ; he entered with that kind of look 
tliat is between a grin and a fmile 5 and, 
doffing his hat, faid, addrelling captain 
James, 

Lord, your honor! what a mortal 
fluftration have you caufed at our houfe. 

I HOPE thou haft not been brought 
into difgrace, my boy, returned captain 
James? 

NoA, noa, your honor, quoth Jacob, 
with a laugh of felf-approbation, I ftond 
as clear as heart can wiih. But, ad- 
vancing a few paces, and puIHngcaptain 
James by the fleeve, • he added, in a half- 
whifper, I muft beg a private audence. 

B z ¥i.K^ 
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Fear nothing, faid captain James^^ 
clapping him upon the fheulder": my 
brother is^a^ftiend to your miftrefs's and 
jnyxaufby^hd will not betfay:4»^i Ja*, 
COB, fatisfied' with this reply^ took his^ 
feat, faying; .if fo be, t\izgemman\s mY 
good ladjrs and your Honor's frieiid, 
there can be no damage to fpeaking afore 
him. You nauftknow, then, added he, 
with a look of infinite importance^ drawer 
ing his chair^ at the fame tltife|«quite 
clofe to their's, that my young lady b to 
be married with all expedition. 

c 

This was a thunder-ftroke to captaiin 
Henry; and he cried out, withvifiblc 
emotion both of voice and countenance^, 
How, friend! What can you mean?. 

Sdeath ! faid captain James in a low 
voice (treading upon his toe, unperceivcd 
by Jacob, who was gaping at one of 
Hogarth's produftions) would you dif- 
cover yourfeif to this fellow? Then, 
turning to Jacob, begged he would cx^^ 
plain himfelf. 

Jacob 
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J A COS. replied^ mch a mod meaning 
Ihake of the head, to a deadly rich man, 

and a captain too, I find, 

^ < . •■,»■ 

Captain Henry, notwithftanding 
his brother's caution, broke out a fecond 
time, Mr. James gave him a rebukive 
look, , and Jacob proceeded. 

Now my miftrefs is afeard (he Ihail not 

have it in her povcr to fee :you fo often 

when i^oudg madtor is gone ^ and, 

. Xl^creffjpe, - defires ym will coriful t c^i- 

Jhmi^'S^mA fcfactttt^ awd kt iier hear 

<kom yoiiv as uYual v actid, fhou^ it not 

be poffible to contrive a meeting fooner, 

you ntay come the latter end of next 

weeky with all fecuriiy, .as his worfliip is 

then engaged to fpend thc-eyening in the 

r '6tY with fottie opvwinSy frU^dt ^ 

Thou art a diligent fellow, Jacob, 
faid captain James, and deferv^ft encou- 
ragement, puttbg two pieces into his 
hand. r; • v 

Jacob, making an acknowledging 

bow, pocketed the* money, with great de** 

liberation I faying, ft < the fame time, 

B . J with 
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with an arch fimplicity, I hopes when my 
lady is your lady, you will not forget poor 
Jacob. 

No, no, returned captain James, de- 
pend upon it, my lad, thy merit fhall 
never be forgotten. 

He thcn.arofe, and captain James 
bidding him tell his miftrefs, he would 
obey her commands with the utmofl: 
pun(Si:uality, faw him to the door with his 
ufual kindnefs; and, re-entering his bro- 
ther's apartment with uncommon alacrity, 
I give you joy, Henry, faid he, of this 
new opportunity fate feems willing to 
caft in your way ; but, if you do not 
make proper advantage of it, you arc 
utterly unworthy of the lover's charaftcr. 

Never, fure, faid captajn Henry, 
did brother give fuch proofs of fraternal 
regard as you, James! — How indefa- 
tigable you have been in my fervice ! 

Ah, returned captain James, .afFed- 

ing great diflatisfadtion, little do you 

• imagine the drudgery I undergo fof your 

.'fake, whilft you are prattling love to 

that young cartv:, tjie ncicc. 1 would 

rather 
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father command in a ftorm for a whole 
fuGceffive four and twenty hours," than 
compell myfelf to utter fuch hypocritical 
nonfenfe for one five minutes only. 

I WILL not reproach you, James, faid 
captain Henry, fmiling, witbyourown 
demerits; though, it is certain, you drew 
this drudgery., as you call it, upon your- 
felf. — I indeed acknowledge your pun- 
ifhmcnt is lengthened beyond yourcrime ; 
but, depend upon it, what your charity 
how prompts you to perform for the fer- 
vice of a poor diftreffed lover, will meet 
with its reward, either here or hereafter. 
— You are fo wedded to the fca, there is 
no making you a return in kind. 

Such kindneffcs, replied captain 
James, fhrugging his ftioulders con- 
temptuoufly, 1 hope I (hall ever keep 
clear of. I would fooner be wrecked on 
a coaft of ravages, than (hackled to a ti- 
ger in petticoats. 

' How dare you, James, faid captain 
Henry, fpeak fo profanely of beoDerfi 
iaftj beft gift ? But for a fhackled tiger 
(as you have moft unnaturally, though 
indircftly, ftylcd your own mother) you 

had 
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had never exifted, nor can you perpetuatr 
your name by any other means. 

O SIR, returned captain James, one 
malliff'in a family is quite fufficierit ; and, 
perhaps, my friend, when you rneck has 
been fomewhat fretted and galled by the 
fine collar you are now chaffering for, 
you may wifh you had been a brother 
cur, to bark and frilk at will. 

It is net impofljble, James, laid cap- 
tain Henry, but you may ftill be brougnt 
to repent your idle raillery. The blind 
dticy, when provoked, is full of ircfr 
and who knows with what fatal dexterity 
he may wing a vensefui dart at your 
breafl:; at once to dilpel and punifh your 
infidelity. 

As foon could the tawney inhabitantj 
oftheead, replied captain Jam£$, \n^ 
pompous accent, exchange complexions 
with our £ngli(h beauties^ as the land- 
born paflion of love ereft its empire irt 
fpij heart. My heart, inclined .from its 
earlieft pul.ation to encounter ftorms and 
tempos. BgngLhardingjan^canxionading. 
were ipy liipin^ foupds^ and i^I I npW 

bcgia 
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begm^o^^^ftl ii)^ tfce fc^c ]angui(hmeift«, 
and idJfe para(fe^*^jE|iiic-wather Jacks^ 
difufed to toil and Bred in effeminacy,-^ 
It is an irreconcileable contradidtion. 

WHATfuftian! crieif difitain HirtlltV^ 
laughing ; you would fhine upon thd 
ftsg^f James, and in a charadler fuited 
to the tenets you have now poured forth, 
could not fail of applaufe ; for no jeft is 
fo well received in the prefent age, as the 
^rea^-bafe. one: tliat.'refieds npoo that 
b«p][)y: I'liftitbtidii, • nidtrimony; — BuN 
mifs- CiTirFSNv what will htcoixfc of 
her? ' •....•. 

Or, rather, faid captain James, what 
will become of Henry the unfoftiinate ? 
—We have, indeed wsndercdinoft wan- 
tonly from t^t 4jnrrj^ €onfideration# 
—But r.wilf;tell yoo what jpugbtxo. b^^ 
cemcpJiAc'ladjIl. ,-*-?• You mSft prevail 
vpon her tq Sy:wXth you.^— Is ihe not an 
inamorata? rr:Oi^ ihc^ therefore, re- 
tufe fo natural and fo rational a requeft ?■ 
-r Ii fllall be my bufincfs to tickle the 
9i^. ja4y*s ehrs fufficienrly to- give ^ou 
time to concert necej(&ry mcafures.— 
:,,B 5 ^ .You 
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you feem reduced to your lad Hake. ~- 
yijftory or a repulfe is all you can ex* 

I MUST, James, replied captain Hen- 
ILY, try the efficacy of an enlivening glafs 
on that occafion ; or, fuch is my refped: 
for, and opinion of, mifs Cliffen, that 
r (hall be otherwife unequal to fo bold a 
^rojpofition. 

: What a puppy! cried captain James, 
viewing bim with afFefted contempt. 
kefpeft and opinion ; folly and ftupidity. 
I do believe you will refpeft yourfelf out 
of your chance. — You ought to know 
the- fex better. — It is the cnterprizii)g» 
not the refpedful fellow, that wins their 
hearts. — But, what fay you to to a bot* 
tic now to difpel our chagrin ? 

With all my heart, faid Mr. Henry, 
for, you muft ackttowledgc James, our 
late adventure was a moft mortifying 
one, 

' A bagatelle, a bagatelle, Henrt, 
returned captain James, which you 
men of galantry ought not to be difcon- 

certed 
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expedition, in order to innulg- himfdf 
with one hour's converfation with his be- 
loved Betsey, in his ■ ly home, — but 
bow was he difappoi.iL.\i co iind her fa- 
ther and her upon fuch ill terms, as the 
clouded countenaace ot the one, and de- 
jedion of the other, too plainly difco- 
vercd they wer'C* 

The baronet was vexed to the foul, ac 
being taken at fuch a difadvantage, as he 
had been very deOrous o\ cultivating his 
brother's fricndihipand good-liking, ever 
fince hi« cough» and the opinioa of his 
phyficians had given him reafon to re- 
member he was mortal. 

He wasfenEblc the circumffanccs Mr; 
James had found hinri and his daughter 
under, would give rife to fufpicions in 
that gentleman's breaft, that were by no- 
means confident with the reputation he 
was aiming to eftabli/lv he was there- 
ifore impatient to publilh his lifter's folly, 
and by laying it thick upon her, excufe 
every unfavorable appearance re£pe£ting 
himfelf, — for hq was at all times fo gener- 
ous— -that, provided he could but diien- 
cumber his own fhoulders of a difagree- 

able 
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able weight) it was indifierent to lum 
whole bt the burthen fell to. 

Sir Arthur's anxiety relative €0 his 
brother's good opinion, did not however 

Eroceed trom the narrow principle of 
rothcrly kindnefs, — he fcomed fuch 
vulgar fenfibility, — but he was fearful 
left Mr. James's regard for his niece 
fhould induce him to place the larg^ for- 
tune he was known to intend for her out 
of his reach. 

He therefore fmoothed his features in- 
to an appearance of difcontcnt rather 
than rage, telling him he was the man of 
all others he . moft wanted to fee^ as he 
had fomething of importance to commu- 
nicate. 

Miss Cliffen having paid proper re- 
fpcfts to her uncle withdrew, — ^the mer- 
chant fighed, and looked after her in fo 
cxprcffive a manner, that fir Arthur*s 
paflions were again in a fliame-, he; how- 
ever, though with much difficulty, kept 
them within tolerable bounds, as he had 
fo happy an occafion of difcharging part 
of his acrimony upon mifs Margaret. 

Mr. 
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Mr. James who had liftened with the 
utmoft attention, to an aggravated ac- 
count of his lifter's conduct, was not 
once tempted to interrupt him, but find- 
ing he had concluded, and was expecting 
him to comment, he replied with great 
mildnefs, — indeed, brother, you have 
both furprifcd and mortified me by your 
relation, I thought my lifter had been 
miftrefs of more prudence. 

Yes, yes, retorted fir Arthur with a 
farcaftic air, I very well know the error 
you perfift in, women in your eftimatibn, 
arc reafonable creatures, notwithftanding 
the chain o( contradiftory events down 
from the firft female to our fitter Mar- 
garet. 

I AM even now brother, replied the 
merchant in the fame placid accent, very 
far from retra£ling my good opinion of 
the fex ; I remember your wife well, her 
conduft, converfation, and amiable dif- 
pofition, fufficiently confute your afler^ 
tion of the infufficiency and perverfenefs 
of the females. 

Your 
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YotT|L i^e too, fkid fir ARTdtrmT^ith 
a^ttc .{ihmg by this afiedlions^ce fi^i-* 
mgny «f his wife^s mem) is .aniadnuraT 
.Vc creature too 1 fupppf^^; : r> ^r*:?^ - 

1' , Her refembtan€e maw^Mfi J a mes, 
l^h^iaj^i^jar^il ni^nd df her worthy 
iB)f^y)^^^4:0| fv^hcKn Jt had m^ny obliga- 
tion$, liai 6Hg%ed my bed aflfeftion. 

I WISH, I wiftr brother, faid fir Ar* 
THTTR with vifible impatience, I could 
once Bnd her dutiful, and I ihould be 
fatisfied with the reft. . ; 

'■• ..- >. . ..•; . 

Iw what does (he oppofc your willf 
faid the merchant, but where you have 
no right to controul her, (he defire^ only 
a negative voice, — fhe does not prefume 
to xrhiife for herfelf •, ' than-furely you nftay 
permit her tc^ make objedbions where (be 
'oifapproves. 

FiN£ do^lrine indeed, cried fir A&-* 
7;ifcrR, UQiable longer to preierve a f93& 
' chara£ter^ — but lean tell you, I.fluill 
fblfcW my father's example with. rcfpeft 
to Henry, if (he dares to difpute witlv 
ine afecond time. 

How 



«»4/ Miss Cljffen. 77 

How can you brother,, faid Mr. 
James, with mingted pity and indigna- 
tion, applaud a conduct fo fatal to that 
worthy youth. 

Was he not difobedienc? demanded fir 
Arthur, his eyes fparkling with rage. 

Was heaven, returned the merchant, 
to punifh our ofiences with the fame fe- 
vcrity, what wretches (hould we find our- 
fclvcs,-— poor Henry, added hefighing^ 
his only crime was love. 

Was it fo brother, faid fir Arthuk 
fnappiihly, but I muft beg you will not 
infule fuch notions into your niece's heac^ 
I tell you it was perverkneis. 

Give it what name you pleale, rc- 
jplied Mr. James, it was produdtivc pi 
too fatal a confequencc, — was he not caft 
put^an alien from his famiiy, difinherited 
of his fortuned and it is in all probability 
owing to his defpair that you now enjo/ 
the title he was born to. 

Had he but hVed till now, faid fir 
Arthur with a malicious fmile» I fup- 

pofc 
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pofe you would have made him amends 
for all his fufferings. 

Most ccrtiainly, returned the mer- 
chant in a refolute accent,' fo far as what 
I am poflcflcd of could make him 
amends, I lament that my clerklhip was 
unexpired when he was fo difgracefuUy 
and inhumanely driven from his father's 
houfe, — he (hould otherwife have had a 
faithful and affcdtionate follower of his 
fortune. 

Well, well brother, faid fir Arthur 
peeviflily, for he began to.be forry he had 
thrown off the mafk, and given rife to fo 
hateful a fubjcft ; I wanted to talk to 
you about other matters, but let our con- 
verfation be what it may, Henry is ever 
introduced by you, though to what pur- 
pofe except to mortify me I never could 
find out. 

From the abundance of the heart, bro- 
ther, we arc frequently induced to fpeak : 
his memory will indeed be ever dear to 
me, but this time fir Arthur, added 
Mr. James coldly, ypu ypurfelf intro- 
duced the fubjeft. . ; 

Unluckilt 
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Unluckily Mr. Peterson, the 
match maker, having fettled with fir 
Arthur that afternoon, that the wed- 
ding (hould take place in a (hort period, 
had been fo very induftrious as to feck, 
out the captain, to congratulate him up- 
on, and acquaint him with the near ap- 
proach of his happinefs, and from a molt 
extraordinary point of good breeding, he 
had now brought him to make his per- 
fonal acknowledgements, and crack a 
bottle with him. 

Sir Arthur had told Mr. Petersow 
he (hould take an early opportunity cf 
acquainting Mr. James with his inten- 
tions, fo that both the gentlemen natu^ 
rally enough concluded from finding the 
brothers in clofe conference, that their 
buOnefs was no fecret, — • therefore ad- 
dreffed the baronet in fuch terms on theFr 
entrance, as explained what was upon 
the carpet, in one inftant, to the aftonifli- 
ed merchant. 

Captain Fa rr ell, concluding from 
the plain though gentleman- like appear- 
ance of the man of commerce, that he 
was a perfon of no confequence, -^ made 

a moft 
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s mod: ridiculous difplay of the fmalf 
^^wity nature hadtntrufted him with : over- 
..whelming fir Arthur with fcraps of 
ill-applied, and equally ill-pronounced 
French, in order to give his intended 
father-in-law a due impreflion of his eru- 
dition — and fet the mufty mechanic % 
flaring. 

: Sir Arthur made yery codci^ zfA 
xonfufed replies to the profufion of fine 
.thbjgs, the captain addrefled to hi my a» 
he *was not a little mortified at his bro* 
ther's being preient at a fcene he knew 

Jum incapable Qf «{tt)i$».^iqBl.';^iptl^b^ 

fBaerchantpefonyiog-l^'wa^ 

M to take a pkafure in tormenting him : 

ibr which purpoie, after viewing the fop 

with apparent contempt^ 

Sir, faid he with great IbJIemntty, I 
•muft take the liberty of informing you, 
ithat my niece's charms (which you have 
So lavilhly extolled for fome time) are not 
confined like the butterfly trappings of a 
beaux to her outfide, Ihe has a mind, fir. 

vTh£ j:$ptAin dared firft at Mr. Pe- 
terson, who hung his ears in difconfo- 
iation; then at fir AETfiUR,whowas mut- 

ttriog 
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tcring a thoufand curfes through. bif 
clofed teeth. 

*■ * ' . 

BW railing his vo&c (though by n* 
mews recovering his confufibn) he faid. 
yes,*captain, as my brother obferves, yoiL 
will not only find my girl a tolerable feaft' 
for your eyes, but (he will likewifc prove^ 
no unentertaining companion* 

I pnOFEsSj/aid the captain, covering' 
his chagrin with an aflfeftcd laugh, I did 
not immediately apprehend the gentle-' 
rnan's meaning, but givje me leave> fir, 
drawing the baronet gently afide by ^ 
button, I have no cortfent to afk there^' 
glancing a look at Mr« Jamis, who was 
twirling a cork with great compofure. 

By no means, fir, returned fir Ar-' 
THUR in a low voice (but an afiured air) 
I hav« undoubtedly the entire difpofai 
of my child. * 

Nay, you will pardon me, faid the 
captain, fimpering moft gracefully^ but 
the gentleman, fir ikes me to beif rough, 
majiners, and coarfe ideas. ' 

- ■ ' - Hs 
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He was the youngeft of our family, re- 
plied fir Arthur, and bred a trader, in 
which capacity his whole attention and 
abilities have been direftcd to one objedl, 
—accumulating; accumulating, captain, . 
has been his daily occupation, he has ac- 
quired a very plentiful fortune. 

This ftroke fucceeded to the baronct^s 
wifls, the captain*s countenance was in- 
ftantly changed, and he faid in an agree- 
able accent : 

Which acquifitions,! prefume, fir, will 
devolve to your lovely daughter (upon fir 
Arthur's giving an nod of affent) he 
added his little roughnefs is now account- 
ed for, the ruft of commerce will appear, 
and I excufe it all. 

SiVi Arthur applauding his graci- 
oufocfs he refumed. 

But perhaps he may take exceptions 
at our private conference, we will there- ! 

fore with your leave, render the conver- 
fation general, then advancing with more 
confidence than judgement to the mer- 
chant, who was inwardly freting at the 

fooliih 
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foolifli fcene before his eyes, he made 
hjm one of his very beft congees : telling 
him that he hoped his addrefles to mifs 
Cliffen would have the fandtion of his 
approbation; 

The merchant lifting up his head with 
great deliberation, replied with no very 
favourable afped, I will be plain with 
you, fir, my confent is hinged upon my 
niece's inclination, you muft indeed par- 
don n>e, added he, looking fcornfully at 
him ; but, if Betsy fhould be averfe to 
an union with you, I love her too well 
to promote her unhappincfs. 

Qhj fir, returned the captain with a 
carclefs felf-fufficient air (not in the leaft 
difconcertcd jat the merchant's vifiblc 
difapprobation) we will not doubt the 
lady's honoring her father's choice, — it 
^ould be indireftly imputing a difobe- 
dience to her nature, which I dare be- 
lieve fhe is lUterly incapable of. 

You fhajl have an interview with my 
daughter, faid fir Arthur, in order to 
divert difcourfe, from fo unpleafing a 
ftrain whenever it is convenient to you. 

I AM 
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I AM all impatience to call her mine,: 
returned the captain, confequently fhair 
think every hour an age, until I have the 
happincfs of calling myfclf at hef feet, ' 

You will do well, fir, faid Mr. James, 
ftill more difgufted by the captain's pert- 
nefs and infenfibility, riot to be too fan- 
guine in yourexpeftations, refpefting my 
niece, if you would avoid a difappoint- 
ment; for, I know not why, but my mind 
xnifgives me, added he droling, I fear I 
fliall not have the honor of being allied 
to you. - ' 

Nothing could be more perverfe than 
the humor of this company, each wifhing^^ 
the other gone, — and each determining 
not to be the firft to move off, when fir 
Arthur perceiving his brother's pa- 
tience was near exaufted, propofed their 
all going to the ^eeifs Arms in Sk 
PauVs church yard, and fpending one 
hour before they fentthe merchant home. 
But that gentleman would by no means . 
confent to aflTociate with fuch beings, but 
f^id, he would accept of a cad fo fi^r on 
his way to his own houfe, provided they" 

proxnifed 
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promifed he (hould then be at liberty to 
jfojlow his particular inclinations. 

&R AnTHTZTR was highly plcafed w«h 
thla^ conceffion;^ as he had apprehended 
Mr« James would endcatror ta^ (w hi% 
niece, before his return, to encourage her 
to be rebellious. 

Vain fop! faid the merchant to him- 
felf, as they drove along, on obferving 
fomc frelh inftanccs of the captain's felt 
confequcnce; and art thou intended for a 
hufband, for that amiable girl ?— how I 
defpifc the thought. Had poor Henry 
but lived to have been a father, perhaps 
I fliould not have felt myfelf fo deeply 
interefted upon this occafion as I now 
am, from this really good creature's not 
being all my hopes and happinefs. The 
ingenious fir Arthur, continued he 
mentally, looking rather unkindly at 
him, is ever inventing fomc new folly 
to torment his child, and difturb my re- 
pofe, he has now picked up this flutter- 
ing gaudy fellow, — but I will be com- 
pofcd, and do flatter myfelf, in fpitc of all 
his fchemcs, I fhall ftill live to f?e her 
honorably and happily difpofcd of. 

Vol. II. C This 
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This laft rcfleftion occurred very op^ 
portunely at the parting period, as it oc« 
cafioned him to return the civilities of his 
companions with a better grace than be 
otherwiie would have done. . 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. III. 

Contains an Jmpvriant kjfon for young fe- 
males^T-fome interefting events^ — an uh" 
happy interruption^ — great difirefs — with 
a /mart dialogue betwem fir Arthur 
a:nd bisfifier. 

MISS fpent the fucceeding week to 
the baronet's harfh treatment , of 
her in infinite inquietude. She too well 
knew his implacable difpofition to hope for 
any change in her favor, for had not fir 
Christopher been living, and her un- 
cle ftrehuoufly oppofed it, fhe had been 
contraded by her father at a very early 
age, to a man the moft defpicable upon 
earth, except in the article of fortune. 
She was, however, inclined to flatter her- 
fclf, that as fir Arthur could not fuf- 
pefl: her of any prepoffeflion ; fome lucky 
incidents might, at leaft, occur to occa- 
fion delays, — but what was to become of 
her at the I aft extremity, was too terrible - 
to think of. 

Captain Henry was almoft at his 

wits end, his twelve days rcfpite were 

C 2 drawin'^ 
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drawing to a period, and he had been 
able to procure but one happy interview* 
It is true, that by the affiftance of Mrs* 
Dolly, he had had the pleafure of writ- 
ing and receiving two or three' Ictrerj 
from his admired lady, but as lie had 
been reftrained by the apprehenfion of 
offending her from intimating, even in 
the moft diftant manner, the meat» he 
wiflied her to purfue, to deliver herfelf 
from captivity \ the work was as wide as 
over from being accompli(hed ; and, tfli 
add to his afflidion, his brother' was ob* 
liged to repair to his fhip at Ponftnoutb 
rfie very enfuing day, to the one appoint- 
ed tor his fecond vifit at Crofyenor fpiart. 

Every thing was conduced when the 
happy evening arrived to the fatisfadkion 
of all parties, except indeed that captain 
Henry's tete a tete (from his impatience 
to know his fate) appeared to be mmh 
longer delayed than ufual. Mifs Mar- 
caret however with her ufual gene*- 
rofity at length left them to themfeives, 
as their prefence was an equal interrupt 
tion to her as her's to them. 

When mifs Cliffen had made cap- 
tain Henry acquainted with every dif- 

agreeable 
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-agreeable circumftance relative to her 
fituation, Ihe concluded with faying, flic - 
was almoft inclined to confider the diffi- 
tnalties (he was under, as a punifliment 
for confenting to the difingenuous arti- 
fice fhe was pra£liling with refped to her 
aunt. 

Believjb me, madam, faid captaki 
Heury, you have very little to anfwer 
-for upon her account, for we niiay even 
thank her extracnrdinary love of admira- 
tion, for fuggefting our innocent ftrata* 
gems. 

I AM convinced) faid mifs Cliffeit, 
DOW, by woeful experience, that young 
women ought to avoid with the utmoft 
circumfpcdion, every firft ftep towards 
encouraging a private intimacy with your 
fex ; as a train of difaereeable gradations 
arc the inevitable confequence, every one 
of which feverely refledt upon her deU- 
cacy, prudence, and morality. 

Mr. Henry's fears of lofing mifs 

Cliffen were of more efficacy than all 

iiis brother*^ admonitions; and, Us he now 

began CO be truly fen&hte df his defperate 

e $ cafe. 
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cafe, he prefumed to interrupt her dis- 
creet rcfleftions with, 

Dear madam, we have no time for 
cool recollc6tion,as there are perhaps only 
a few moments between us and an etef- 
nal reparation: o do not then mifemploy 
them, but confult fome means, if poflible, 
to avert the impendirng evil, 

Alas! fir, faid mifs Cliffbn trenfi* 
Wing with. apprehenficMi, what can be 
dpne ? — I know no remedy* 

Anp can mifs Cliffen's heart, returned 
captain H^mry i.n.ao affeding accent^ be 
free from every fuggeftion of deliverance? 

Upon my honor, fir, replied the ladf 
emphatically, I am wholly at a lofs; but 
this you may reft affured of, that I will 
not fuffer my fpirits to be deprefTed, and 
fliould my father ever fo peremptorily in- 
fift upon my giving my hand where it is 
impoflible to beftow my heart, he (hail 
Dever prevail. 

Ah, madam, faid the captain fighing, 
I fiiudder bqt to think :of his audiority, 
'—there 13 a mcan^-^ 

Captain 
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Captain Crosby, returned mifi 
Cliffen with a rcfervcd brow, is furcly 
too nice in his own fentiments, and has 
too much rcfpedt for mc to propofe an 
improper ftcp* 

Let the urgent neceffity, cried the 
captain, plead my excufe, for what at any 
other period my foul would condemn. 
The danger, the unfpeakableapprehenfion 
of lofmg you for ever, would now render 
eligible, — oh, madam I 

You fhall not, faid mifs Cliffen, in- 
tcrirupting him, forfeit my good opinion 
by convincing me your notions of deli- 
cacy and propriety are lefs ftri£l: than my 
own,— I will hear no more. 

This (he pronounced with an aflumed 
firmnefs, as Ihe perceived the captain was 
preparing to importune her further. 

Then all is at an end with me, faid 
capt^n Crosby, and this parting wiU 
indeed be a fatal one. 

And could you, fir, demanded mi(s 
Cliff£n» with a mixture of difpleafurc 

and 



and tcndcrnefs, wilh a female, whofe 
fcrightefl: charaderiftics are gentkblds^ 
tmudity, and modefty, ib far tt> fiifadue 
her nature and difciaim her fex, as to eck 
^ge in malculiae eBterprizes. 

How many examples, faid captain 
Crosby^ have we- 

.. Tell me not of examples, fatd miis 
CLiPffiir, haftily interrupting him, tt> 
veaken tliofe refolutions of adhering to 
propriety and decorum, which you ought 
to ftrengthen and confirm, 

• Sir Art9vr had been a very clo& 
houfe-kecpcr, ever fincc that afiair of >liik 
lifter's, except atceruin pedodi, when fat 
was fatisfied (he could not be apprized of 
his intention. Mr. Peterson and cap- 
tain Farrj&ll were his daily vifirants^ 
and notwithilanding the baronet judged 
it impoilible for that gendeman to have 
an interview with his daughter, until A 
more convenient period, he had propofed 
aheii: giving directions to an attorney t» 
prepare the marriage articles, and it was 
mutually agreed, that on his firft intro- 
4[ia£tion to the lady^ they fiiould be pro- 
perly executed 

Sir 



Sift AftTRttn had a hsippy talent fot 
forming a malicious plot — and, as he 
tov\d not, with propriety, decline his 
city engagement -, though he was by no 
means weli aBfcfted towards it, he wal 
prepared to make his advantage of it. 

AccoRDiNoty, one 6f his ftrvanft 
was bribed to give hini intelligent ifthi 
fellow came (as he called him)* — He, 
likewife., appointed the lawyers to attend 
at his houre at ten that evening : norwertb 
Mr. PErtRsoN and the captain without 
their inftruiftiohs. 

He had no doubt, of carrying all before 
hinf!*, if his fitter, by a repctititJtt of her 
lateindiferetion, drdbtitfdfnifhhim with 
*n excufe for that rage and aufterity, h« 
Was tot) conlcious would be necefikry to 
Intimidate hh daughter into compliance. 

Ui*FOfti*tn^ATEir for the tovcfs, the 
fcrvant had obeyed bis mafter's dir^i^ioni 
with a too fatal puriduality,^ immediately/ 
Upon the gentlcmart^s aitival : but, asfip 
Arthur was at fo great a diftarice as 
JjCf^ard'Jlreefy he did not reach home 
C 5 umill 
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until the mod critical part of the cap- 
cain.and mi& Cliffem's conyerfatioiu 

Sir Arthur could fcarcely truft hU 
fenfes, when, by clapping his ear to the 
key -hole of the great parlor door, agree^ 
'ably to his condudor's advice, he found 
his daughter in clofe conference with one 
of his lex i as he had conceived his lifter 
to be the only faulty perfon. r 

^UT how was he agitated with paffion 
and rcfentment, when he diftindlly over* 
beard captain Cbosbv make this reply to 
mifs CLiFFEN'sinjunftion of mentioning 
his propofal no more. 

' Then, madam, I muft fubmit to be 
the facriQce of thofe refolutipns: vof 
peace, my happinefs, my every pleafiog 
cxpeftation blaft,ed. Sir Arthur will 
foon return, and all future intercourie this 
night will be inevitably cut off, as my 
brother is obliged to leave town in the 
morning. 

O brave! faid the exulting liftening 
baronet. 

Thk 
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The time approaches faft whcn.yptt 
will be compelled to marry that moft 
defpicable of wretches Farre;ll,.— and 
never, never again will you have (0 hap- 
py an opportunity of efcaping, — I would 
place you with a lady of unexceptionable 
prudence, under whofe proteftion . you 
might elude all fearch, until the expirar 
tion of one month ; when, by making 
yourfelf a parifhi'xier, you would have 
the power of blcffing aie with your 
hand. 

Sir Arthur could contain hitrfelf no 
longer. — But, bellowing with infinity 
vociferation, Jacob! Jacob! thieves! 
thieves! threw the affrighted pair into th^ 
moft pitiable condition imaginable. 

Miss Cliffen, almoft finking from 
her feat, had but juft time to cry, Oh 
heavens} my father! — We are bothun* 
done ! — before a multitude of fervaats 
burft into the room. 

Sir Arthur headed the mob with 

great gallantry. — Til teach you,, fir, 

laid he, to attempt the carrying ofF a 

C 6 daughter 



daughter of mine. —-Seize him this ia* 

f . - r 

- Trs fervants advanced. «*-* Captani 
Hbnrt drew his fword. — Upon the 
fight of which they all retreated. — Sund 
off, fellows, faid he, I have no bad de« 
fign. You, fir, addreffing the baronet, 
are acquainted with the worft of my in* 
Mentions. My name is Crosby ; what 
I have done I dare to juftify : but 
you are that lady*s father, and abuii* 
dantly my fenior ; I, therefore, only beg 
leave to obfervc, that you have no right 
to detain me, nor tocommand thefe myr- 
inidons to fcize me. 

Out of my houfe, fir, outof my houfe^ 
fir, cried fir Arthur, fomewhat intinEii>* 
dated ^ I want to detain no detains, but 
take notice, Mr. Fortune^buntir^ that, if 
ever youattemptto enter my doors again^ 
you (hall meet with a warm reception. 
A blunderbufs ihall falute you — that's 
all. 

My fafety, returned Mr. Crosby^ 
calling a tender look upon mils Cli?- 
f £K, as he quitted the parlor, is now be- 
come of little conftqucnce to me. 

A MORTAL 



A MORTAL bluff killing-looking fel- 
low, faid Jacob, peeping after the cap- 
tain ^ wounds, how he flourilhed his 
fwonil 

•- So, millrers, faid fir Arthvh to his" 
daughter, who- was overwhelmed with 
afflidion, (hame, and mortification, it if 
now out of your power to blefs your 
worthlcfs chap with your hand (imitating 
the captain's accent) you forward hufief 
you. What trouble and dilgracedo you 
bring upon your father's head. — But 
you ihall not fee another living foul un«^ 
til the captain comes,^ when the writing» 
fhall be figned; and, if he has no ob* 
jedion, the time appointed for your 
nuptials fliall be (bortened.-^Come, ad- 
ded he, feizing her roughly by the arm,, 
if your ladyfliip permits me to place you 
fecurely, I promife you, I will take care 
to keep you out of that puppy's clutches* 

Whilst fir Arthur was performing 
t^e above ceremony by his dauehtcrf 
mifs Margaret tripped tbrou^ the 
hall with captain Jamrs. Fly, fly, cri« 
ed file, I tNsfcech yout vhiUl'tny wife 

brother 
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brother is locking up that treafare, he 
#as never in the leaf): danger of lofing. 

As (he was returning, in great exulta-- 
tion, on her f wain's happy efcape, (he met. 
her brother, who muttered — Yes, I 

think I have fecurcd But, feeing his 

fifter, he exalted his voice, with — Soi 
madam, I am greatly indebted to you. 

It is but fekJom, brother, returned 
mifs Margaret pertly, that you have 
the gratitude to acknowledge as much. 

Do you laugh at me, you fuperannU'^ 
ated flirt you ? faid (ir Arthur, flam- 
ing with refcntmcnt. 

Your language is Yf ry coarfc, bro- 
ther, returned the lady coldly. 

And your behavior is very fcandaIous» 
Merj^ returned the baronet. 

■ What new whim, faid mifs Mar- 
CARET, aflfefting furprize, has taken 
pofleffion of your worlhip's brain ? 

Whmmt, miftrefs.1 retorted fir Ae- 
^HUR jl what! I iuppofe you know no- 
thing 
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thing of the fellow's dcfign to carry oflf 
Betsey ? 

Desigi^ to carry oflf Betsey ? repeat- 
ed mifs Margaret contemptuoufly ; I 
tell you no fuch defign entered their 
heads, nor have your fufpicions the leaft 
foundation but in your own bright fan- 
cy. 

Am I then deaf .^ interrogated the ba- 
ronet with great vehemence. May I not 
believe my own ears? 

No, nor your eyes neither, replied (he 
fcornfuUy. For, take my word for it, 
you both hear and fee double. 

And I know, Mrs. Maroarbt, i&id 
iir Arthur, you have both a double and 
a provoking tongue : but you bad beft 
take care. 

What, would your worfhip beat me? 
cried (he, advancing in the molt aggra*^ 
vating manner. 

You richly dcfcrve it, returned fir Ar- 
thur. 

And 



Akd you are mean and cowarc^I/cnougfi 
to do it, faid the inflamed lady, who 
would not hate beeA fbrry if (he could 
have inci«td him to fufnilh her with aA 
excufe for throwiBgherfelf into berlover^ 
arms. 

At this inftant a loud rap at the doot 
hurried fir Arthur into the parlor, and 
mifs M ARGARK'T, finding Ihe could car- 
lary matters no farther that evening, ftol^ 
up to her own apartment with great toih'* 
pofure. 

Captain FarHEll was immediately 
introduced to the ruffkd baronet 5 who 
received him with the beft grace he could 
aflume; and the lawyer^ and Mr.Pfi- 
TERSon foon following, it was determiiv- 
cd to put their defign of completing the 
deeds into inftant execution. —That tht 
captain (hould have three days allowed 
him, from that |)triod to rctommend 
Wmfelf to the lady's favor, and, oil thfc 
fourth, by marrying her, render it df 
very little confequence whether (heap? 
proved him or not for the enfuingpartof 
her life. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP- IV. 

CerUains a mcft affeSing incident* — A for- 
tunate difcovery* — A droU deceptitm. — 
Jf^itbsnewififiance of Jacob's wi/dom. 

SIR ARTHUR, in his rage, did 
not perceive that Mrs.DoLLr was^ 
in his daughter's apartment, when he fa 
judicioirfiy locked up that young lady.— 
A happy circumftancc, indeed, for her, 
who ftocJd greatly in need of confolation 
and fupport. The girl, as has been al- 
ready mentioned, was naturally fprightljr 
and humane, and moft aSrftionttely at- 
tached to her miftrefs : Ihe, therefore, 
ufed every means in her power to com- 
pofe the agitation of her fpirits, left her 
health Ihould be prejudiced. 

I AM fure, faid Ihe, chafing mifs 
Cliffen's temples with lavendar water, 
if Iwasytni, madam, no father on earth 
fliould make me miferable. Whilft peo- 
ple have money, friends, and reputation, 
what have they to fear ? — If they cannot 
find happinefs in one houle, they may in 
another. — And I am fure I would nx)t 
ftay under this roof another hour. 

DOLtY 
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DoLLY^ faid mifs Cliffen, Ibelieve 
you mean me well. — I acknowledge I 
am hard driven, and that there is no fitu- 
ation upon earth but would be preferable 
to the one I am placed in. — But I have 
not the courage to make a bold attempt — ^ ' 
nor do I know whither to fly» or how to 
difpofc of myfelf. 

Odear madam, faid Dolly, if thar 
is all, ril foon Ihew you the way to my' 
father and mother's^ you have done them 
the honor to think them good fortof peo; 

{>le — and I am confident they are entire* 
y in your intereft. 

I HAVE no doubt, replied mifs Clip- 
fen, of their kindnefs— but I havjC ob- 
jedions. — I would rather ftay \n London. 
— • In my father's houfe, if he would per- 
mit me. — If not, 

Go to your uncle's, madam, faid 
Dolly, he will receive and proted you. 

I THANK you for your advice, return- 
ed mifs Cliffen, and will confider of 
it. 



'^ 
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The lawyers being arrived, fir Ar- 
thur haftened to bring down the lovely 
prifoner ; when, finding Dolly in the 
room, he was horribly chagrined; re- 
bellion, plots, &c. &c. crowding upon 
his imagination. -— But, refleding how 
near he had brought things to a conclu- 
fion, and determining to be more cir- 
cumfpeft for the future ; he kept hU 
paflion within bounds; only driving her 
rather ungenteelly before him into the 
parlor. 

Captain Farrell advanced with 
great gallantry, fo foon as the young lady 
made her appearance; bowing once, 
twice, and thrice ; whilft, in fofteft ac- 
cents, he gave utterance to a compliment 
which he hadprcvioufly compofedfor the 
great occafion of his introdudkion. — 
Then, offering his hand, begged flic 
would permit him to lead her to a chair : 
but mifs Cliffen, brufhing by him ^if- 
dainfully, threw herfelf upon a fettee, the 
tremor and confufion flie was in render- 
ing her but little capable of (landing. 

The lawyers, on an intimation from 
fu- Arthub» had prepared the inftrument 

for 
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for figning : captain Farrell accom- 
modated himfelf with the bcft peh he 
could find* to avoid, ifpoffible, making 
an ill figure upon parchment : the dough- 
ty knight fnatching up another, roughly 
leizcd his daughter's hand, for a purpofe 
fufficiently obvious, — when the door 
fuddenly opened, and mifs MARCAHSTy 
half frantic with rage^ burit in upoa 
dienn. 

What then, exclaimed ffie, I atn 
abufed, it feems ? you confident ^hin^ 
vou, — (furioufly addrefling her trem* 
£ling iieke) md could you find no con- 
Venienccbut your aunt; wb^tcfidarndk 
rfbryou has been equal to thatof a mcthcr f 

Sir Arthttr, catching her arm, de- 
fired to know what was the matter ? 

Let me come at her, (aid mifs Mar- 
OARET, forcibly ftruggling to difengage 
iierfelf. — I will tear her«yes outi 

Go, faid fir Arthur, in a placid ac- 
cent, to his daughter, go into the neict 
jroom till you are called for. 

• ' Ml* 



Miss Clifken gladiy obeyed this 
command i and, as the next parlor had 
a communication with the hall, the hall 
T^ith the iquare — (he made no kind of 
eeremony of it — but, walking out with- 
^greac precipitation, put herfelf into a 
chair, ordering the men to convey her to 
Mr. James Cliff£n's« 

Sir ARTHfHi cqmpelled his fifter^' 
though with great difficulty to fit down, 
and fttti holding her hailda, afked her 
how fhe could fufFcr herfelf to be fa 
tranfporced with paffipn, — adding what 
harm has the girl done you i 

HAiti^ repeated mt6 Margaret 
with much acrimony^-— ^ no harm to be 
fure,— only fpirited up a young fellow to 
-deceive me, — made me her catVpaw 
thac^s alL 

What then faid fir Arthur, with ati> 
air of triumph, yoa are at laft convinced 
that the fellow I detefied plotting with 
her, had ftich an intention. 

Yes, yes, returned mifs Mj^rgarSlT, 
endeavoring to fqueczc out fomc tears. 
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the wicked wretches had concerted their 
plan, and made me truly their go-be- 
tween — their — 

They, faid fir Arthur, interrupting 
her, no fifter let me tell you, you have 
no body to blame but yourfelf, — fuch 
vanity and credulity.-— 

And do you upbraid me too? exclaim- 
ed (he, in a kind of phrenzy-: — w 

No not I, replied the baronet with 
great calmnefs,-r^ the proverb fays^ AlTs 
V^elltbat ends te^r//,-;— Betsey's fafe and 
I am fatisfied. 

An d will you not revenge this afiront ? 
demanded the lady. 

Revenge, faid fir Arthur, what 
have I to revenge, — if you will play mifs 
in her teens, you muft take the confe- 
quence. 

You ihall dearly repent this, faid mils 
Margaret, again relapfing into that 
foft forrow, that is produftivc of a fall- 
ing inowen 

Her 
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. Her three thoufand pounds inilancly 
prefented tbemlelves to fir Arthur's 
imagination, — his rancor was fubdued» 
--come, come, faid he, affuming a Tooth- 
ing accent, be pacified, — the girl will not 
have it in her power to play you many 
more pranks, my good captain Farrbll 
(at the fame time fhaking hands with that 
gentleman) will tame her. 

But nufs Margaret was deaf to hi^ 
intreaties, and again breaking out (re- 
gardlefs of the interruption flie gave the 
company, and the miierable aggravation 
of her at bed unpleafing features) fuch a 
letter faid fhe have I had delivered to mcy 
—fuch a difcoyery have I made-** 

Do not I befeech you, filler, faid fir 
Arthur, any longer prevent our execu- 
tion of the bufineis we were engaged in, 
—you fhall be a.witneis if you plaiife,*-^- 
therefore compofe yourfclf, at Icaft, for 
the prefcnt, and we will give the caufe a 
jecond hearing, at fome future period, 
—you are ready captain, added Jie ring* 
ingthe bell— — 

Dolly 
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Dolly officloufly^ appeared, her aax* 
jtty and tendernefs for her miftrefs, noC 
permitting her to reft until fhe was ac^ 
quainted with her fate« 

Tell Betsey, child, faid fir ARTwirit, 
with a delightful afpeft, from anttcrpat- 
ing the determination of his wifhes, to 
come hither. She is in the dining parloc^ 

DoLXY dropr her curtefey— but was 
iiirprizftd on entering the room, to fincl 
ao mi£s Cliffsn, (he ran up ftatrs with 
the fitme ill-fuccc&, and began at length 
CO concei?(% hopes, that the ^oung lady 
bad taken her advice, and deuvened her- 
felf out of their hands: (he returaed 
therefore to the company with very dif- 
fluent feelings,, to what fhe had expe- 
rieoired oa receiving fir Arthur's ondert 
to. fend, in his dau^ter-«-and drawing a 
FiitfttL CQuxutnance, began with an, oh» 

Thb baronet flirted — what now 
wench, ciiedhe>— ofi^y do you ftare fo F, 

O DO not blame me, fir, rcfumed the 
Ay DoLLY» on my bended knees (drop- 

ing 
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ing down at his feet) I protcft I am in* 
noceilt, as all my fellow fcrvants can wit- 
nefs. 

Innocent, repeated fir Arthtr, 
looking aghaft, innocent of what ? 

Of my young lady*s flight, bellowed 
out fhe moft audibly; but whether Mrs. 
Dolly by over-ading her part excited 
fufpicions in the baronet's bread ; or, 
whether it was a property of his nature to 
be fufpicious, is, by no meafts, eflential to 
the reader, but certain it is, he made her 
this unfavorable reply : 

Flight, thou hypocrite ! — Flight ! 
repeated he; yes, yes, you are innocent, 
with a vengeance ! — A likely (lory, in- 
deed, that Ihe fhould efcape, unacquain- 
ted as fhe is with the town, unlefs you 
had affifted her. — Then, hardly know- 
ing what he did, he bawled out, Jacob ! 
Jacob I deftrudionl thieves! 

Jacob, terrified at "this alarm, ran, 
pale and breathlefs into the room; echo- 
ing his niafter with the utmoft vocifera- 
tion. 

Vol. IL D Rltn, 
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Run, fly, faid fir Arthur, fearch 
every ftrect, coach, and chair. 

Search, your honor, cried Jacob, 
trembling, for whom? 

I'll honor you, you blockhead, faid 
fir Arthur. — Whom, you lout, but 
your young miftrefs ? — Othefycophant, 
the crocodile, the fly defigncr! 

Indeed, fir Arthur, faid captain 
Farrell, making a very fmall figure 
on the occafion, this is a moft ugly turn. 

Depend upon it, fir, returned fir Ar- 
thur, all will yet be well. — When, 
obferving that Jacob remained upon the 
fame fpot as before, he renewed his or- 
ders of immediately fearching for his 
miftrefs, with many oaths. 

Lord! fir, faid Jacob, drawing back 
a few paces, I darjin'fkatch^ Ihave juft 
feen a gboftee. 

Out of my way, you miferable wretch ! 
faid fir Arthur, rufliing by him. — If 
flic is above ground 1 will recover her ; 

and 
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and then all the devils in hell (hall not 
counterwork my purpofe. 

Captain Farrell, taking his hat, 
followed the outrageous baronet; and the 
gentlemen of the quill, exchanging a 
fignificant flirug, folded up their paper's, 
moll confequentially, and foon made 
their exit. 

iWirryonus, cried Jacob, whataftir 
his worfhip makes! — 1 am glad T e£- 
caped with whole bones. — For, in fault 
or not in fault, if our fuperials are croft, 
we muft ftand the brunt of it,— Then, 
paufing a few moments, he added, Til 
waund it was young madam that whifked 
by me all in whitenefs that I miftook for 
afpirit — and with no bad reafonj for 
fhe was fleet as a hare, and I had only 
a fnuflf of a candle loftinguifh by. — I'd 
give fomething, however, lohtfartain^ 
for I don't like your ghqftees, fpecbeffly 
your town ghoftees^ for they muft be 
deadly mifchievious. 
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CHAP. V. 

Concife^ droll^ and wbimJicaL 

MR. PETERSON who was to 
have been one of the witnefics to 
the deeds, mifs Margaret and the bel- 
lowing Dolly (who prefumcd to feat 
hcrfelf at humble diftance to vent her 
grief) were now the only remaining 
company. 

So Mrs. Dolly, faid mifs Marga- 
ret willing to difcharge a little more of 
her malice and refentment, here arc fine 
doings — but let me tell you, I am not fo 
eafily impofed upon as my brother. 

No madam, replied Dolly, a Utile 
too pertly (wiping away her tears) fo it 
appears indeed. 

Impertinence, faid mifs Marga- 
ret, and*doyou pretend to judge of ap- 
pearances ? I fay it is impoffible, the girl 
could elope without your afiiftance. 

Nay, madam, anfwered Dolly, you 
may fay as you pleafe, but I defy you to 
prove it. 

Tll 
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I'll have you difchargcd as a dangcr- 
t)us perfon, returned mifs Margaret 
pettilhly, o'my confcience it is your for- 
wardness that has corrupted my niece's 
morals. 

If my young lady, faid Dolly with a 
malicious fmile, had my inftruftions, (he 
had likewife the benefit of other folk'i 
example. 

Leave my prefencc, faid mifs with 
great vehemence, I am not to be infuUcd 
by fuch a wretch as ycui 

Dolly got up, and muttering fome- 
what about fortunes making people ima- 
gine themfelvcs priviledged to do any 
thing, (he walked off clapping the door 
rather rudely after her. 

Mr. Peterson during this fmart dia- 
logue between Mrs. Dolly and her mif- 
trefs, had been revolving how he might 
beft repay himfelf the lofs he had fuftain- 
ed in his late difappointment ; he hal 
more than once entertained a defign of 
paying his addrcfles to mifs Margaret, 
but the apprehenfion of the merchant'^ 
D 3 marrying, 
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marrying, and thereby defeating the pur- 
pofe of his interefted union with the Jady, 
had for fomc time retarded him. Hovi^ 
ever when he came coolly to refleft, that 
three thoufand pounds were three thou- 
fand pounds, that it was a hundred to 
one if Mr. James Cliffen ever thought 
of changing his condition, that every un- 
dertaking was attended with hazard, and 
that at worfl he fhould derive no incon- 
fideratle advantage by his alliance to fo 
wealthy a family, he determined to at- 
tack her in her prefent mood, conjedlur- 
ing that her recent lofs would be no un- 
favorable circumftancc for him, -— he 
therefore boldly adventured, having duly 
condoled with her upon her misfortune, 
lo make an humble tendre of himfel^ 
and met.with fueh encouragement as ex- 
ceeded the mod fanguine expeftations. 

The gentleman was eloquent, the lady 
cafily intreated, infomuch that before fir 
Arthur's return, which was within the 
fpace of a fingle hour, they were got up- 
on the moft friendly and intelligible foot- 
ing imaginable. 

Sir Arthur could not forbear ex- 
prefling mucl> diflatisfaAion at the appa« 

rent 
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rent ccmpofure (not to fay rapture) of 
his fifter^ her countenance accufing her 
v/ith want of natural affeftion -, adding^ 
had you loft an only child, I could not 
be equally unconcerned. 

Lost, returned mifs Margaret, no, 
no! Betsey is not fo foon loft, — you 
may reft fatisfied in that particular, — I 
believe I can guefs where her ladyfhip is 
flown to. 

Tell me, tell me but that, cried the 
baronet with great cagernefs, and I will • 
forgive you all that is paft. 

That is fo like you, brother, faid mifs 
Margaret with a fneer, finding he had 
fo foon fwallowed the bait, hot without 
a caufc, and cool without a reafon, but 
•floes not your worftiip fufped ? 

I — Whom interrogated he with much im* 

1 patience? 

I yoxTR brother James, replied the lady, 
I — the baronet paufed — impofliblc, cried 
l_he, he is incapable of fuch an aftion, nor 
Bfaiutd 1 ever pardon him. 

■ D 4 The 
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The latter is in your own breaft, faid 
mifs Margaret, but you may depend 
upon the former, — has fhe not always 
met with encouragement from him, — he 
confiders your proceedings as unjuft and 
opprefllve, and will undoubtedly afibrd 
the injured innocent an alTylum at his 
houfe. 

I DO believe you are juft in your con- 
jeflures, faid fir Arthur, and if you arc 
henceforth, I have no brother. 



CHAP. 
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Unlike the preceding one in lengthy hit re^^ 
plefe witbferious rational matter. 

MISS CLIFFEN had no fooner 
taken flielter in a chair which 
happily flood at a fmall diftance from the 
houfe, than drawing the curtains to pre- 
vent obfervation, fhe began to congratu- 
late herfelf, no lefs upon her efcape from 
her father's rigor, than her aunt*s refent- 
ment. 

The fellows fufpeding there was fome 
elopement in the cafe, by the lady's ap- 
pearance and confufion, confequently 
that they (hould be well rewarded for 
their expedition, made long ftrides of it> 
and foon fct her down before her uncle's 
door. 

She was unacquainted with their fare^ 
but putting half a guinea in the man's 
hat, who was more immediately affifling 
in her getting out, and feeing him well 
fatisfied, fhe flept into the houfe with ta 
agitated heart. 

D 5 Mr. 
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Mr. James was a little indifpofed and 
alone, he ftaitcd on her entrance, but re- 
ceived her kindly — and defired (he would 
acquaint him with the caufe of his feeing 
her at that late hour unattended, and in 
fo unfuitable a drefs for a vifit, as (he had 
neither hat nor gloves on, — mifs Clip- 
fen gave.him a circumftantial account 
of all that had happened, concludingwith 
begging him to protcd and pity her. 

Mr. Cliffen was by no means fur- 
prized, either at his brother's proceed- 
ings or his niece's conduft, but whilft he 
fecretly blamed the one, he applauded the 
ether for her prudent choice of a pro- 
teftor. 

He kindly aflTured her of his beft en- 
deavors to fettle every thing to her fatis- 
faftion, but that it was necefTary in order 
to enable him to be ferviceable to her, 
that (he (hould make no referve, but 
frankly communicate the ftate of her 
heart relative to every particular^ — You 
are of an age, continued he, that is. pecu- 
liarly fufceptibic of tender impreffions, 
and perhaps your repugnance to the 
match your father propofes to you, may 

in 
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in a great meafure arife from your attach- 
mcnt to another. Mifs Cliffen attempt- 
ed to reply, but her confufion would not 
permit her, until encouraged by her un- 
cle's farther importunity. — Do nothefi- 
tate, my love, laid he, it is a falfe modc- 
fty that would prompt you to deny your 
approbation of a worthy objeft, and I 
have too good an opinion of you to fup- 
pofe you capable of making an unworthy 
choice. 

Miss Cliffen, at length, became 
fomewhat aflbred, and with the moft en- 
gaging modefty, made her uncle ac- 
quainted with her partiality for captain 
Henry, and perfeftly fecurcd that gen- 
tleman's prepoflcffion in her lover's fa- 
vor, by mentioning his connexion with 
Major Bromley, 

On his being informed of the nature 
of their acquaintance, the deception with 
refpedt to mifs Margaret, &c. &c. 
he could not fupprefs a fmile, — ^but re* 
flefting upon the flight knowledge mifs 
Cliffen had of captain Henry (for fhe 
ingenuoufly told him flie was igjoorant 
both of his family and fortune) he was 
rather diffatisfied. 

D 6 KOTWITH- 



6o ^^hcHiJlory of MajokBkomlev 

Notwithstanding this young man^s 
being connefted with Major Bromlby. 
gives him conCderation with me, as you 
child, faid he, are a flranger to the merits 
of that gentleman's charader, it ought 
not with you, — your young officers ia 
general have nothing but their commif- 
iions and addrefs to recommend them, 
and are not improperly ranked amongft 
the clafs of fortune-hunters; it was thcrc^ 
lore very imprudent of you to throw 
away your affedions fo precipitately, — 
but do not be uneafy continued he (per- 
ceiving fhe was greatly perplexed) you 
Ihall not repent having fled to me, it is 
a proof of the goodnefs of your heart,— 
I will fend for the young perfon and talk 
with him, and if I find him worthy of 
that approbation you have rather prema- 
turely btftowed upon him, I will try to 
krvQ you both. 

Miss Cliffen was fo much afFeded 
by her uncle's goodnefs, that Ihe was un- 
able to thank him, other than by her 
fpeaking looks. 

I THINK, niece, faid Mr. James, I may 
rely upon your not abufing my in- 
dulgence 5 
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dulgencc; locks and bolts are but poor 
fecurities againft perverfenefs and ingra- 
titude, it is your mind not perfon that I 
am anxious to retain. 

Had my father, fir, faid mifs Clif- 
FEN Cpardon the reflexion) praftifed the 
fame generous arts to win me to his pur- 
pofe, you now do to engage me to your's, 
I had never left his houfc, — my happi- 
nefs too would have been in danger, for 
the human heart may be foothed where it 
cannot be compelled. 

During this tete a tetc in the city, 
Jacob as principal aft or in the fcene of 
confufion at Grofvenor fquare^ was in the 
utmoft confternation and affliftion. What 
a multiplication of mifchiefs, faid he to 
himfelf, dofl: thou draw down by thy mif- 
management .upon thy own miferable 
pate, — thou mcaneft to fcrve every body, 
and verily ferveft no body : who could 
have dreamt that delivering that lettet to 
madam Margaret fhould have kicked 
up fuch a mortal racket, — but fo it was, 
a half drunken fellow brings it to thee, 
and pours forth a thoufand charges to 
give it into no one's hands but mife 
Cliffen's,— there was themiftake,— ^ 

and 
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and thou like a fimpletony, carrieft it t« 
mifs Margaret. What will become 
of thee, with the ^^w/»^? no more kind 
words, no more broad pieces muft thou 
cxpeft to receive, — it is a piteous matter, 
•~yet perhaps their honors would be 
glad to hear how things go with us, it is 
well to know the very worft. — Pll hie to 
them and do the laft in my power to 
ferve them. This was a rational and happy 
thought of Jacob's, and intitled him to 
no inconfiderable reward, as captain 
Henry was half dead with anxiety. 

It was indeed owing to that gentle- 
man's impatience, to obtain a knowledge 
of mifs Cltffen's treatment and refolur 
tions, that all that hurly burly happened; 
Captain James was under a neceflity of 
leaving town the next morning, and nine 
days of the fortnight's indulgence captain 
Henry had procured from his com- 
manding officer were already expired; he 
had therefore been tempted to difpatch 
z fellow with a letter of tender enquiries 
immediately on his return to his lodg- 
ings, which contained fome unfavorable 
reflexions refpeding mifs Margaret, 
and in ihort, unravelled the myftcry of 
their whole proceedings* 

Thb 
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The fellow had received very particu- 
lav inftruftions relative to his condud:, 
together with a quickening &e, and a 
promife of a handfome gratuity, on the 
proper execution of his bufincfs. 

: As he was making for the fquare with, 
the requifite expedition, captain Hen-^ 
ry's evil genius caft an idle companion 
in his way, that he had not feen for fomc 
time, — there was no refitting fo power- 
ful a temptation, — plcafure in his heart,, 
and money in his pocket, one mUg of 
beer could do him no harm ; but un- 
fortunately that mug was fo often reple- 
niflied, that in the end he became but ill* 
qualified to tranfaft his important com- 
miffion. He did however deliver the 
letter fafe to Jacob, but made ufeof fuchr 
cxpreflions, as led that otherwife judici- 
ous miniftcr into the error already re- 
lated; and finding, as he foon did, that 
inftcad oi procuring an anfwer> he had 
thrown the whole houfe into confufion ; 
he thought proper to content himfelf 
with what he had received (the fervice 
proving inadequate to even that reward) 
and never returned to the gentlemen 
more, 

Captaim 
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Captain Henry's apprehenfionswerc 
become altogether unfupportable^ whttt 
Jacob's arrival in fome meafure relieved 
him, for notwithftanding he was unable 
to learn the place of mifs Cliffen's re- 
treat, he was greatly comforted by the re- 
flexion that ftie was out of their power; 
he therefore made the fellow ample 
amends for his diligence, intreating him, 
if poflible, to procure him fome intelli- 
gence within the enfuing four and twenty 
hours, and after that period he fiiould be 
at too great a diftance from London^ and 
too critically fituated, either to receive or 
derive any advantage from his farther 
fervice. 

Jacob promifed his beft endeavors, 
but as he had mortally oflFehded mifs 
Margaret, and fir Arthur was by na 
means of a communicative difpofition, he 
was utterly incapable of rendering him- 
felf in any degree ufeful, and could only 
lament his hard fortune, in1)e!ng fo fud- 
dcnly deprived of fuch worthy matters, 
and of his ufual importance with his mif- 
trcfs. 

During 
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During Jacob's abfcnce, fir Ar- 
thur, notwithftanding it was paft eleven 
o'clock at night, poftcd to his brother's 
(leaving Mr. Peterson and his filter to 
renew their interefting converfation) and 
finding his daughter fo fafely lodged, his 
refentment abated with his apprehen- 
fions, for he had had fome fijfpicion that 
fhe had chofen a different aflylum. Ai 
to the flouriflies he threw out to his filler, 
with refpedl to never again being upon 
good terms with the merchant, they were 
idle and unmeaning, that gentleman hav- 
ing always the power of buying his bro- 
ther's favor, who was too good a politi- 
cian to quarrel with his own intcreft. 

Mr. James argued the point with fir 
Arthur with his ufual mildncfs, and at 
laft told him, that his daughter's preju- 
dice againft captain Farrell, was rather 
owing to fome little inclination (he had 
for a friend of Major Bromley's, than 
oppofition to his will, and that he was 
determined to have an interview with the 
young fpark, in order to judge of the 
propriety or impropriety of her fenti- 
ments. 

Sir 
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Sir Arthur was greatly enraged at 
this intimation, called mifs Cliffen a 
rebellious forward huffy, and declared 
captain Farrell was his man, and mar- 
ry him flic fliould, let what would be the 
confequence. 

With all my heart, brother, returned 
the merchant coolly, but you will pleafe 
to remember that he fliail never be mat- 
ter of a penny of my money. 

. Sir Arthur's paffion inftantly fub- 
fided, how whimfical it is of you, faid 
he in a kindly accent, to efpoufe the in- 
tereft of a ftranger and a beggar. 

A MAN of education, good morals, 
and worthy connexions, returned Mr. 
James can never come under that deno- 
mination, notwithftanding his fortune 
may be inferior to what you have fet your 
heart upon, but, continued he refoluteJy 
(perceiving his brother was preparing to 
oppofe him) my refolution is fixed, and 
if I am indulged in this point, I will not 
attempt to interfere in any other. 

The 
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The baronet fretted inwardly at his 
brother's abfurdity and obftinacy, but 
thought proper after fome little farther 
altercation to confcnt to a note of invita- 
tion's being difpatched to the fellow (as 
he difrefpeftfully ftyled him) on condi- 
tion he was allowed to be prcfent at his 
examination, he was likewife prevailed 
upon not to fee his daughter at that 
juncture, — he therefore took his leave, 
repeatedly enjoining the merchant not to 
take one ftep without him« 

Mr« James Cliffen did not inforra 
hVs niece of every particular of their con* 
verfation, as he was unwilling to occafion 
her unneccffary hopes or fears,* nor was 
fhe privy to a meffenger being fent to in- 
vite captain Henry tofpend the enfuing 
evening with Mr. James Cliffen, un- 
til his return with the mortifying intel- 
ligence, that the gentlemen had dif- 
charged their lodging, and quitted Lon^ 
don^ at ten in the morning, with an inten- 
tion as was fuppofed to go abroad ; for 
notwithftanding captain Henry had de- 
termined to continue in town to the laft 
moment on mifs Cliffen's account, he 
had had the mortification to find on ex- 
amining 
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amining his finances, that he had under- 
taken more than He could perform, and 
therefore moft gladly embraced a brother 
officer's offer of a caft to the Jffle of 
Wight^ having barely fufficient to defray 
his travelling expenccs, by a too great 
liberality with refped to maftcr Jacob, 

This news was infinite relief to mifi 
Cliffen's agitated heart, though at any 
other period it would have had a contrary 
efFed:, but the pleafing reflexion, that he 
was not yet rejedted by her uncle, a ref- 
pite obtained tor her, relative to captain 
Farrell, and no impoffibility whatever 
improbability of her being at laft happy, 
in great meafurc revived her drooping 
fpirits. 

The baronet was piqued at his arrival 
to find his brother unchanged in his rc- 
folution, cfpecially as the young gentle- 
man was withdrawn to fuch a diftance, 
as required no fmall time and patience m 
eflfefting Mr. James's purpofe of an in- 
terview, but as he could perceive no re- 
medy, he was obliged to fubmir, and on 
the merchant's executing a deed to in- 
title his niece ro half his fortune upon his 
deceafc, the other half conditionally (ex-» 

cepc 
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cept feven thouland pounds to his fifter) 
he confented that mifs Cliffen fhould 
remain under her uncle's protedtion, dur- 
ing her continuance in town, that Dolly 
Ihould be fent to attend her, and that Ihe, 
fhould have free egrefs and ingrefs with- 
out let or moleftation ; conceflions no 
lefs unexpcfted, than grateful to the poor 
harrafled creature. 

Sir .Arthur it breakfaft the next 
morning, could not forbear infultingly 
telling his filler what James had done 
for Betsey, adding by way of triumph^ 
that fhe would have as fine a fortune as a 
peerefs. 

Miss Margaret felt all the force of 
this infult, and as fbe had no other re- 
venge in her power, refolvcd to accept 
Mr, Peterson's hand immediately, pro- 
vided he did but give her an opportu- 
nity, by repeating her. foilicitations. 

V^ this difpofition her brother left her 
to vifit his Dulcinea,— Mr. Peterson 
happened to call in the lucky minute, 
and proving fufficiently importunate 
(agreeable to lady Wijsh fort's ideas) to 
fave decorum, mifs M ardaret confent- 
ed 

1 
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cd to meet him at Bow church that ^ery 
day fortnight, 

But that her wedding might not run 
altogether in the vulgar (train, unro* 
mantic, unmyfterious, (he in(ifted upon 
wearing a ma(k for the day, and being 
conveyed to his little retreat at Ricbmotidy 
in the evening. 

Her lover agreed to indulge her 
whims, and in due time*, (he prepared a 
letter of information for (ir Arthur 
with rcfpeft to the choice (he had made, 
which (he determined to lay upon his 
dre(fing table the very morning of her 
elopement. Mr. Peterson advifed her 
from prudential confiderations ta fup- 

Erefs her refentment as much as poflible, 
ut as his arguments were then ftrength- 
cned by legal authority, (he ventured to 
gratify her own inclination, and poured 
forth all her rancor. 

This lady was ever unfortunate (for 
pleafure uncommunicated is but half en- 
joyed) (he had no confidant to reveal her 
thoughts to, and foliloquics were at heft 
but dull relief, — (he therefore pafled but 
an uncafy time in Mr. Peterson's ab- 

fence. 
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fence, until the happy day arrived — 
when (he was punftual to a nicety in her 
attendance at the church, and the cere-, 
nriony was performed to their mutual fa^ 
tisfadlion, except a little fretfulncfs, the 
parfon infifting upon not marrying any 
one in mafquerade, occafioned the bride 
—they were conveyed to Kew^ — where 
they dined, and in the evening took up 
their reiidence as intended at Richmond. 

Sir Arthur had fo long apprehend- 
ed his lifter would take fome foolifli ftep, 
that he rejoiced on reading her fcurril- 
ous epiftie, that it was no worfe, con- 
foling himfelf on the lofs of a precarious 
three thoufand pounds;, with the certain- 
ty he had gained refpeding his brother's 
large poflcffions. 

His family being now reduced (as to 
principals) to himfelf alone, he had at 
laft the modefty to quit Major Brom- 
ley's houfe, and retired to a little lodg- 
ing, fending all his fervants except Ja- 
cob down to a farm he had within thirty 
miles of London. 

Mr. James Cliffen was unfpeak- 
ably happy in his niece's company and 

conversation. 
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convcrfation, and impatiently wiflied for. 
Udy Hampton's return to town» as flic 
was the only acquaintance mifs Cliffen 
was inclined to have much connexion 
with, and her uncle was well afTured it 
would be no lefs produdtive of plcafurc 
than advantage to her. 

Captain Farrell was ftill encou- 
raged by fir Arthur, to hope, that he 
fliould become mafter of the Cliffen 
eftate, but that humoring the merchant 
was too efTential a point to be negleded, 
he therefore made a kind of honorable 
retreat, as his connexions adtually ren* 
dered it neceflary he ftiould vifit the 
country, and it was impoflible for him to 
renew his attack upon the lady until a 
more convenient period. . 

^ Mr. Cliffen got a friend to enquire 
after the young gentlemen, who informed 
him that captain James was embarked 
for the ifland of ■ ■ ' to convoy fome 
provifions for the relief of the inhabitants 
who were fuppofed to be in infinite di- 
ftrefs, as the French and Indians were 
both endeavoring to reduce them to the 
latt extremity of mifcry ; and that cap- 
tain Henry's corps was up^n clofe duty 



at the Ip of IVigbt^ but whether they 
wire intertded for', a fd?e%n' ffatioh^ or 
not'hrcd^W ivot l^al'fi: The" cFai^^lfef 
he^rttrilttfed <yr'thefn,- dHf ruje i^ Vi&W 
CdhtribuCe ta' c6rtfi?m the'fayW&bfe-'lrni 
p'ffeffldfti INdr. jAMiE^-' Ctil^Ffei*^ had^ rcV 
ceivai, attd W5 riSgmd-aalthdflfih.ah'aate^ 
quate degree with his niece, that he hid^ 
not been able to obtain an interview pre- 
vious to their departure. 

Mr. Peterson*s refentment begin- 
ning to cool, (he made feveral advances 
towards a reconciliation with her brother 
James, but had the mortification to find 
herfelf totally difregarded. 

She foon repented her precipitate 
choice of an old fellow (as in the diflatif- 
fadiion of her heart (he ftyled her huf- 
band) being captivated by the graceful 
figure and fineaddrefs of a comedian her 
neighbor. Mr. Peterson had not an 
idea abftrafted from cent per centy whilft 
the rtOre refined, the charming theatrical 
gentleman had a colleftion of the mofl: 
engaging fubjefts. at his fingers ends : 
poetry, hiftory, politics, nothing came 
amifs to him, more unhappy (he that was 
not caft in his way a few weeks earlier. 

Vox. IL E Mbl. 
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Mr. Peterson found it abfoluteljr 
neceflfary to remove her to prevent the 
growing intimacy,-— fhe was fuUen upon 
the occafion, he was provoking; all in the 
wrong was the part each afted, he«rtily 
defpifing each others folly and pcrvcdb: 



CHAR 
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Contains a marvellous rencounter, •i— Some ' 
firokes of brutality which the author is 
-certain will be felt by every humane heart. \ 
— Some tattle of the little envious. — 
Abundance of tears •— which are a pre • 
lude to what will be found in thefucceed-^ 
ing chapter. 

BUT it cannot be mal-a-propos at 
this period to bcftow fome confide - 
ration upon lady Hampton and family. 

The reader may remember, that the 
young lady had juft contrafted an inti- 
macy with mifs Parnel, when he was 
whirled to town to take a view of the ba- 
ronet's affairs. 

Two months had now elapfed in the 
moft plcafing round of rational fatisfadli- 
on : the ladies becoming every hour more 
and more attached to each other, from 
theexaft fimilarity of their taftes and in- 
clinations; when the races brought them, 
as they did numbers of others, to refide 
a few days at Cbejler. 

E 2 M.v^% 
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Miss Hampton had Co far recovered 

her vivacity, that (he bcfpoke a new fuit 
ot deaths upon the occafion ; not from 
having forgotten her lover, but the rc^ 
lief (he received from making hin» the 
cbnftant fubje£t of. her converfatioa in 
their private moments ; mifs ParneIt, 
with the mod engaging complaifance 
ilill introducing the lively captain i'or the 
hero of each tale. 

Lady Hampton accompanied them 
upon the courfe the firfl day, and con- 
duced them to the ball ; which, for that 
part of the world, was a moft bWlliant 
one. 

Just after the firft minuet was ovcTt . 
mifs Hampton obferving a remarkably- 
foppifh, over-dreffed fellow in one corner 
of the room, diredled her friend*s eyes 
towards him, who inflantly changed 
countenance to fuch a degree as to alarm 
that lady, and to make her tenderly foli- 
citous to learn the caufe : but, before flic 
could receive an anfwcr to her friendly 
inquiries, the gentleman advanced; and, 
making an affedted bow, alked mifs 

Parnel 
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P>\RN£L to favor him with her hand for 
the evening. 

Miss Parnel, though greatlyfhock- 
ed and confufed, refufed him with vifible 
difdain. Which fo enraged the haughty 
beau, that he fwore with fomc vehe- 
mence he was a curfed fool for taking 
the leafl: notice of fiich an uiVfteady lady, 
knowing what he knew of her connexiofa 
V^ith the greatMAjoR Bromley; drawl- 
ing out with a fneer, that fhe was far 
from being fo coy when under his pro- 
teftion. —Then, turning upon his heel. 
Tie was at the other end of the room in aiv 
inftant. 

Miss Parkel wasfo ftruck by thb 
barbarity and ill manners, confcious of 
fhe figure Ihe muft make in the eye of her 
friends and all the reft of the company 
who were within hearing of the coarfe in- 
nuendo,^ that (he was unable to fpeak,. 
but found herfelf in. fuch agitation, that 
mifs Hampton, apprehenfive left (he 
fliould faint, begged (he would give hrt: 
leave to attend her into the withdrawing 
room, •— Which propofal was gladly 
accepted by mifs P a r n rL . 

E 3 Though 
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Though mifs Hampton's curioiiQ^ 
was greatly excited, (he forbore inquiring; 
into the caufe of her diforder, and uied 
her utmoil efforts to compofc her. 

Miss Par n el,, burfting into tears, 
iiitreated mifs Hampton would ordcj: 
a chair to be called, and permit her 
to fhelter herfelf from the fcrutinizing 
eyes of the company, at her father's 
aparto'icnts. 

You fhall leave this place, my dear, 
faid mifs Hampton^ but you (hall not re- 
turn home in fuch difcompofure. Would 
you wound your father's peace, by let-* 
ing him fee you in the condition you are 
now in ? — I am concerned at your wcak- 
nefs, you ought to have defpifed the lit- 
tle malice of fuch a coxcomb. 

O MISS Hampton, faid mifs Par- 
NELL, with great earneftnefs ; fparc xtit^ 
1 bcfeech you, the recolledion of his 
<;ruelty ; and, if you are really interrefted 
in my happinefs, give me an opportuni- 
ty of explaining his diabolical infinua- 
tipn ; that no trace of fufpicion, relative 

ta 
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to my innocence, may remain in your 
heart* 

Miss Hampton would have afTured 
her ihe had nothing of that fort to fear, 
but fhe interrupted her, faying : 

Excuse me, my dear madam, that it 
is not fufficient with me that you pay 
me this complimenty I fhall never expe- 
rience a moment^s peace, until every un- 
favorable appearance is removed, or, at 
leaft, accounted for. 

Lad V Hampton began to be alarmed 
at her daughter's ftay, and was i«>t a 
little mortified at all (he faw and heard. 

The whole room was in a buz.—de- 
*fnure thing!— Who could, have thought 
it?— ^ What a fly, infinuating facclr— 
Well might (he wifli to live retired.—- 
And a thoufand other cruel reflexions 
were liberally caft upon the poor injured 
mifs Pahnsll ; merely from envy and 
malignance, at having been fo frequently 
excelled by a creature no body knows* 

Her lady (hip could not forbear fay*- 

ing, with her uibal candor and benevo" 

£ 4 lencc^ 
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lenccy. to jfom^ company chat fat noy 
her,' that fhe was perfuaded the laiy ^ifisa^ 
greatly injured j — that it was bafc and 
^cowardly to wound a poor defenNcelefs 
^creature in fo public a manner, r-r- And 
that if (he might judge from appearances 
the man who had been guilty of that 
gallant adion, would have performed a 
very different part if fhe had had eirhcSr 
a father or brother prefent. Her pa- 
tience was at laft however quite exauftcd, 
and before mifs Parnell and mi& 
Hampton had determined how to. pro- 
ceed, her ladyihip joined them 5 and cx- 
prelfed much concern for the caufe of 
their withdrawing. 

Ah madam! faid mifs Parvell, I 
cannot be deceived in your difpofitibn ; 
you jnult be^ you are incapable of coii» 
demning any one unheard ; Ido therefore^ 
flatter myfelf, that .you will indulge idc 
with an opportunity of juftifying my 
conduct to you ; however the.reftofthe 
world may he difpofed to judge. 

You mvf depend upon it, mifs Pai/> 
NELL, faid lady Hampton, I (hall cake 
a particular pleafure in hearing you ac- 
count (as i dare beH&ve you can).ip a 

manner 
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manner that will do honor to yourfclf, 
for that wretch's behavior. — You will 
have my uoprqjudiced ear^ and, if you 
haTc.any thing to apprehend, it is from 
my partiality, not fcvcrity. I am forry 
you fufFercd yourfclf to be lb greatly dif- 
compoied} though I cannot be dirpriibd 
at it — nor willl perfuade you to return 
to the company, until you have put it 
in my power to do you that juftice that 
ihall make the brutilh coxcomb afliamed 
of himfelf. If he is not already above (b 
commendable a fenfibility. Come, ad- 
ded ihe^ kindly taking her by th^ hand, 
we will all go together. 

Lady Hampton's fcrvants were im* 
mediately called ; and the brave captain 
Parrell (for it was he himfelf ) enjoy- 
ed that evening, a fatisfaftion, his ill 
fucceis Jh attempting to wound the in- 
XKKcnt generally denied his malicious 
b^rt* 

Miss Parnell Ihcd abundance of 
tears in their return home, and the good 
lady Hampton ktc. nothing unfaid ca 
footh her into compofure. 

E^5 CHAP, 
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therms happinefs, by that name, to ac- 
company chofe tender relations to the 
garrifon of ***** your nephew, tnadaiDt 
was there at that junfture^ as well as the 
man that has fo cruelly infulced me. 
They both vifited at our houfc, have each 
of them danced with me at our little 
al&mbly — andequally endeavored to ren- 
der themfelves agreeable to me. I need 
■not tell you ladies which fucceeded, —I 
had the vanity, the prefumption, to flat- 
ter myfelf that your nephew had forgot 
the difparity of our fortunes, and-^but I 
have fufficiently cxpofed myfelf without 
dwelling upon that particular. 1 was 
amply punifhed, — the Major, it was 
true, wiflied we well — fpoke it too tea- 
derive— and I believed too much. 

At this period, captain Farrell pre- 
fuming upon the advantages his fortune 
gave him, propofed himfelf for a fon-in- 
law to my father, who dealt candidly by 
him, and nobi^y by me, in fhort, bo Je/t 
me intirely to follow my own inclina- 
tions. — But my mother dazzled a little 
by the fplendor he could bellow, and 
having herfelf rigoroufly experienced the 
mifery of contraded circumftanccs, ad- 
viied me not to be too precipitate in my 

rejeftion 



rejeftion of him 5 faid, it was an oppor- 
tunity of advancing myfelf, I mighc 
never again meet with, — and that not- 
withftanding fhe could not but acknow- 
ledge he was a moft egregious coxcomb, 
he might be mailer of fome perfeftions 
that were only to be difcovered by receiv- 
ing his vifics and converfing with him. 
She prevailed upon the governor to fe- 
cond her arguments, and indeed every 
one but the Major, who was not only 
filent upon the occafion but made his 
viQts at our houfe, more formal and left 
frequent than ufuah 

This behavior diftreflcd me to the laft 
degree, but it was not proper for mc td 
enquire into the meaning of it— if he has 
no favorable difpofition toward^ me, 
himfelf, I have often faid when alone, 
why not recommend captain Fahrell, 
—and if he has, why not reveal them to 
me, — many a fevere papg has thcfe re- 
flexions coft my too Aifceptible and af^ 
piring heart. 

I HAD not the hardinefs, ladies, tlu| 
affiront has given me to communicate my 
uneafinefs to any one; and, conlcious thaC 
my cftcem for the Major was the firft 

motive 
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motive with me, for declining.to liften M 
the captain's addrefTes, I trembled left \i 
I fhould abfolutely refufe him, I (hould 
betray myfelf to every one, — ^and at that 
time I would have embraced death as the 
fiiialleft evil. 

Whilst things were in this* indeter* 
minate ftate, orders arrived that all but a 
certain number of women fhould quit the 
garrifon. My mother infifted upon ihar^ 
ing my father's fate, but they jointly 
compelled me to return to England on 
board a merchant-man then ready to 
ftil, under the convoy of captain Far- 
rex, who commanded a man of war. 

What this feparation coft me, I will 
not attempt to. defcribe, — the Major. 
fent his compliments and beft wifhes, 
but would not bid me farewell,— I emr 
barked in horrors beyond what I could 
by any means account for, but alas^ 
they were too foon explained.. 

A SALLEE rover made its appearance^ 
— our captain took the firft alarm — 
ipoke with our convoy — which to our 
unfpeakable afBidion and confufion left 
us uuerJy, defcnfele£s» The pirate gain-;^ 

cdii 



ed upon us amazingly,-— when our cap*^ 
tain who was ail humanity and goodnels^ 
came to me and told me that nothing; 
could fecure me from the moft horrid 
treatment but pafiing for a married wo- 
man, the Mohammedan laws forbidding^ 
attempts upon another man's wife. 

This kind caution however availed 
me but little, for two of my wretched 
companions whofe profligacy of manners- 
reconciled to every inhuman or unjufti- 
fiable a£kion, betrayed me, and I could, 
perceive there were many confultationa. 
held concerning thedifpofiiion of me. 

They behaved with the utmoft dc-^ 
cency during our. voyage, but myapprc-! 
henfions were far from abating, — I iear<^ 
cd for my future fate» 

At length we reached the port, wherCv 
1 was immediately feparated from the 
good captain and all the ijeft of my com- 
panions, and conveyed to the houfe of 
an effendi, or. minifter of ft^te, who foon. 
paid me a vifit accompanied by the Alge* 
lune conjmaEden- r ; 

twAS» 



88 fbe Hijiory ijf Major Bromley 

I WAS bid by an interpreter to rife and 
walk acrofs the room, which I xefufcd, 
but was told that if I did not volun- 
tarily comply with thofe gentlemcn^s re- 
quefts, I fliould be compelled. I then 
with the moft heart-felt anguifli, fufiered 
myfelf to be furvcyed like; a bcaft for 
fele, and could obfcrvc the cffendi fcemed 
pleafcd with me, 

I WAS once more left to my own mifer- 
abfe reflexions, the captain and theefiendi 
retired together, in order, as it appeared 
to be, to determine how to difpofe of me; 
they did not however long delibcraite, 
before I received orders to prepare myfclf 
to be conveyed from thence. 

I SHUDDERED With new apprehcnfions/ 
but refiftance would not have availed me, 
I therefore yielded to cruel neccflity, and 
was.foon placed in the feraglip, which is 
f refted at this port forthe receptioh and 
refidence of fuch (laves as are deemed 
worthy the emperor's acceptance, 

I WAS but h'ttlc difpofed to examiner 
the n^gnificent range of apartments, I 
found were appointed for my ufe,.and had 

throv/n 
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thrown myfelf \ipon a fopha in a kind of 
fullen dcfpair, when thofc two woir.cn 
that had betrayed me were brought into 
my pr«fcnce. 

I ENDEAVpRED tO fllCW my Jlbhof- 

rence at the fight of them, and to pre- 
vail upon their conduftor to leave me 
to myfclf, but I had thefeverc mortifica- 
tion to find by his fignificant gellures, 
that they were to be my attendants, and 
accommodate with fuch neceflities as 1 
ihould (land in need of. 

The effendi made me feveral vifits; 
And behaved extremely well, as he flat- 
tered himielf gentle methods would be 
moft fuccefsful in engaging me to change 
^y religion, and accept of fuch propo- 
iaUas his matter Ibould be pleafed to 
honor me with* 

i^'oR the three firft days of my capti- 
vity I ate but little, and my fpirits were 
funk to a low ebb, but as they forbore 
perfecuting me in every particular, I be- 
gan infenfibly to recover myfelf, and 
conceived ibme extravagant hopes of ef- 
feding my escape. But having .made 
many .ft-uitlefs attempts to difcover the 

nature 
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nature and fituation of my prifon, and t» 
win the attending eunuch to my intereft» 
I rclapfed into my former defpondence, 
and to add to my diftrefs I learnt from 
the women's converfetion, that I was to 
be conveyed within ten days to Morocco, 

My circumftances^ appearing now 
quite defperate, I became perfcftly ftupir 
fied and paffively fubmitted to all tbzt 
was required of me^ when on the feventh 
evening whiift my attendants were pn> 
paring my table, in the next apartment^ 
a liccle door opened in the ceiling, and I 
perceived a bit of paper flying dowiir L 
eagerly caught it, but what was myafto^ 
niJfhment when I read in my beloved 
language. Prepare yourfelf for midnight 
to be refcued from your captivity, by a 
friend who is arrived from the garriuNi 
of *♦*♦*• for that purpofe. 

I PRETENDED to be afleep when the 
women entered to inform me fupper was 
ceady, in order to conceal the agitation I 
was under ; I foon retired,, and. the few 
intervening hours to the one appointed 
for my deliverance, appeared as tedious 
in my imaginatioo as all the other time 

togcthei^ 
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together, that I had fpeat in my critical 
fituation. 

About ten o'clock my women undreff- 
ed me, and told me that if I would give 
them leave, they would fpend the re- 
mainder of the evening with fome others 
of the feragtio who were to have a fcalL 

I GLADLY confenting to their ab&nce, 
they immediately withdrew, and locking 
me in, I again relapfed inta all the hor- 
rors of defpair. 1 however with diffi- 
culty redreffed myfclf,. and lay down In 
^mj cloaths until twelve, when a private 
door which I was unacquainted with 
opened, and a man ftrangely di%uifed 
entered with a loofe robe in his hand, 
for me. He threw it over my fhoulders, 
and made me a (ignal to follow him— - 
but I was unable to fupport myfelf,— 
he therefore tucked my arm under his, 
and drew me through long dark avenues 
until we reached the fea (ide, where the 
firft voice I heard was your worthy ne- 
phew's, who received and congratulated 
me on my deliverance. 

I INSTANTLY fainted, and did not 
lecover my fenfes for a moft alarm- 
ing 
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ing period, as .1 was afterwards in- 
formed. 

We were eight days in our paflage^ 
during which time the Major endea- 
vored by every kind method he could 
think of to difpcl my melancholy, but in 
vain, — his friendfhip was all I found I 
had to expeft, — and I was fo ungrate- 
ful as to wi(h he had let me die in m^ 
captivity, rather than by delivering irifc 
from one diftrefs, plunge me into a 
greater. 

He reftored me to my fiiends, and re- 
ceived their thanks in a manner peculiar 
to himfel?,— -fpent two or three evening 
cwith us previous to my embarkation for 
England^ and I have never beheld or 
-heard from him iince* 

Thits, ladies, continued mifs Parnel, 
1 have revealed my whole heart to you, 
and you muft judge me as you pleafe; 
this was the proteftion captain Farrell 
-alluded to, and how capable he is of giv- 
ing an ill-turn to the moft nobie piece cf 
generofity that ever was performed, you 
iarebuttoofenfible. 

Laot 



Lady Hampton kindly took her 
hand, faying i{\ the fame inftant, I can<* 
not, my dear, fufBciently admire my own 
penetration in believing as I really did 
believe, you could clear your conduft tc 
your honor, and our fatisfadlion 5 we 
muft confult, continued (he, how we may 
befl puniih the wretch chat has caufed 
you fo much unea6aefs,'^and fhouid we 
Bnd our efforts undiccefsful, Br-omlsy* 
himfelf ttoAl take him to taik. 

— I DO not mean cither to raUy or 
diftrefs you, faid her ladylhip, perceivings 
mifs Farn£L was greatly confdfed, when > 
I afllire you, he would not only nave my: 
confent but higbeft approhaciooyvif be 
was difpofed to render that fellow palpar 
biy ridiculous by making choice of you I 
for my niece, — his fortune is ample, and 
the perfeftions you arc evidently poflcfl^ 
ed of, inticle you to (bare it, 1 am fo far 
from being mercenary in niiy wifhes for* 
my friends, that I conHder. happinefs as 
their mod valuable ^cqgifition (ah, my 
dear mamma, choughcmifsHAMPTON» is 
captain James fo unworthy as io be for 
ever excluded from your approbation?) I . 
own Bromley's behavior is very myf- 

terious^ 
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tcrious — Fanny and myfclf have both 
heard him declare he is engaged — II 
mud dive inta the matter. 

But, madam, faid mifspARNEL, with 
emotion, you will not betray-— 

My dear child, faid lady Hamitoit 
kindly interrupting her, you mayrcJy 
upon my difcretion, — I would not wound 
your delicacy on any confideration ; your 
fecret is as fafe with me (and I can an- 
fwer for my daughter) as if it had never 
efcaped your own brcaft, unlefe by a con- 
currence of incidents you fhould permit 
us to reveal it, — but we will quit the fub- 
jedt, — my friendfhip, my aflfedlion is in- 
tirely your*s, and you may depend upon 
it, I will omit no one opportunity of 
ferving you. 

Her ladyfliip went to the rooms the 
cnfuing evening, and removed all unfa- 
vorable impreffions from every breaft, 
except the malignant and envious. 
Captain Farrell had learnt from the 
company whofe proteflion mifs PavLnel 
was under, and therefore did not chufc 
to make his appearance again, until the 
matter was fomewhat blown over. Mifs 

Parneju 
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Parnel continued her retired life in 
every particular^ but her connexion with 
lady Hampton, and had her numerous 
iidmirers m each {ex. 
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Contains an unexpeSed pieer of lUmSj — ^Jt 
young ladfs reflexions upon a rather me* 
lancboly occajion^ a little paradoxical in 
their nature^ being at the fame time botb 
natural and unnatural^ — amifiake — a 
furprize — as alfo an inftance of the pqfi^ 
bility of a good intention being frufiraied 
by a vain and malicious heart. 

MISS P ARN EL had barely fliook 
off the chagrin her adventure 
with captain Farrell had occafioncd 
her, and began once more to be ieniible 
CO thofe delights which are peculiar CO 
the friendfhip of congenial minds, when 
lady Hampton received an exprefs with 
the account of lord Bromley's death, 
brother to her ladyfhip and uncle to the 
Major, as the reader undoubtedly may 
recoiled. 

Her natural goodnefs of heart indeed 
her to be concerned for her niece's fate 
Cthe young lady with whom the Major 
pad the earlier periods of his childifli 
ftate) as the indulgence (he had expe- 
rienced from her father could be produc- 

tive. 
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live, fhc was well convinced of no better 
Cand too probably much worfe) confe*- 
quence, than making her doubly fenfible 
to every difappointment or misfortune 
ihe might meet with. 

It will, my dear, faid fhe to her daugh- 
ter, be a fevere tax upon your patience, 
to aft the part of a relation by that im- 
perious misjudging girl, but 1 cannot fee 
how we can avoid giving her an invita- 
tion to fpend at leaft thofe few weeks 
with us, during which it will not be con- 
fident with decency to give into too 
iTiuchdiffipation. We mull not fail in our 
duty, added that good lady, however de- 
ficient fhe may be in hcr*s. 

Miss Hampton was all acquiefcence 
with her mother's inclination, though 
fhe fccretly wifhed that interruption to 
the pleafure fhe enjoyed could have been 
difpenfed with. 

Lady Mary Bromley's grief was 
by no means fo poignant as might have 
been expefted, coniidering how indul- 
gent a parent and protedor fhe had loft : 
but fhe obfervcd with a philofophy that 
was very uncommon with her in every 

Vol. II. F other 
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other inftance, that fhe ought not to be 
furprized at finding her papa mortal,— 
to be fure in the courfe of nature he 
might have continued many more years 
longer with her — but they muft at laft 
have been fcparated, — nor would the 
ilroke have been lefs (evere at a later 
period than the prefent inilant,— thatit 
was the inevitable termination of liumar 
nity — with many other obieiratioos 
equally fenfible and pious. 

The truth was, that Major Brom- 
ley had made an impreflion upon hi& 
coufm's heart, notwithftanding her early 
age, which it was not in the power en 
time, a round of amufements, nor her fa- 
ther's contempt for him to erafe. She 
had employed her whole (lock of win- 
ning arts, in order to obtain the fingle 
purpofe of renewing her acquaintana 
with lady Hampton, but in vain^—- the 
incenfed peer, though in every other in- 
ftance extravagant in his indulgence of 
her, remained implacable there, — • the 
indignity fhe had offered him in being 
diffaiisfied with his management of bis 
and her nephew, being too great to be 
digefted by even the confideration of his 

daughter's 



daughter's peace, and he forbade her ever 
iiitroducbg the fubjeft.. 

tsApy Mary^ by prefuming to dif- 
cbey this injunftipn, ha^d incurred more 
chiding for her idle attachment to a fool- 
iih boy (as lord BRpiiiL&Y politely ftyled 
-him) thaa for all tl;ie real follies and in)- 
proprieties ihe waiS guilty of; and, pro- 
vided /he was filcnt upon that detefted 
fvibjeft, he would tell her her converfa- 
tipn was at all time? delightful to him. 

This one aft of cru^l oppofition, oc- 
qafioned ihe firft tnoments after lord 
Bromlj&x's departure, to be produ6:i7e 
of the mod: pleating fenfations imagin- 
able to his fMiryiyii^g daughter. 

Her coufin Bromley could not be 
infenfible to the charms of fo large a for- 
.tuae as fhe was then poflcflcJ of, r— fhe 
had it now in her power to renew their 
intimacy without controul, — he loved 
her from her infancy, — nor was {he be- 
come in any degree lefs amiable fince her 
happy connexion with him,— he there- 
fore could have no objedion, and Ihe 
certainly fhould be lady Bromley. 

F 2. Whbn 
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When this flatteririg tumult began to 
iubfide, an ugly recolledion prefented it- 
felf,— he was gone abroad — common 
fame had informed her of his embarka- 
tion—on an hazardous expedition too,— 
and perhaps fhe fhould never fee him 
more. The queer lady Hampton had 
likcwife buried herfelf in the country," 
beyond the poffibility of her forming one 
connexion that might happily bring 
them together,— what a wretched cir- 
cumftance, — flie could otherwife .have 
enjoyed the dear fatisfadion of talking of 
him, and informing herfelf of his every 
proceeding. She then began to mingle 
the rememberance of her father's tender- 
nefs, with thefe her difappointments and 
wept mod bitterly. 

In a fimilar difpofition of mind, to 
what we have now defcribed, did. Jady 
Hampton's letter of invitation reach 
this lady. 

A TIDE of joy flowed in upon her fo 
impetuoufly that flic was unable to fuf- 
tain it, but finking upon a fettee for a 
few n oments in order to regulate her 
pleafing agitations, flie was at length ca- 
pable 
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pable of ringing her bell, and commu-, 
nicacing a thoufand preparatory direc* 
tions for her inimcdiate journey. 

' Lady Hampton entertained fome 
doubt of her niece favoring her with her 
company, from a confcioufncfs that her 
manner of life could but ill fuit fo giddy 
a creature*s tafle, — her humanity induced 
her to be anxious to know her determi- 
nation, as (he would gladly have faved 
her frpm Being daflied againft the rocks 
and liioals of the great world, now Ihe 
was deprived of every other proteftion 
by receiving her into hf r peaceful and ra- 
tional retirement. Two pofts had elapf- 
ed without any tidings, and her ladyfbip 
was a little piqued at being fo totally dif- 
regarded by a perfon whofe happinefs fhe 
had greatly at heart; when, to her un- 
fpeakable furprize, ftie faw a chariot and 
fix fmoaking, fatigued, horfes, with lord 
Bromley's arms drive up the avenue. 

Lady Mary*s impatience to hear of 
her coufin Bromley, would not permit 
her to return any other than a perfonal 
anfwer to her aunt's agreeable letter, (he 
had therefore commjtted her father's rc- 
inains to the care ^f bis domeftics and an 
,^ ' ' ' p J eminent 
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eminent undertaker, and accompanied 
cnly by a newly hired aflfefted flattering^ 
Abigail, had quitted Ldndon for the 
firft time with rapture. 

Lady Hampton gave her niece a 
moft kind reception, and ordering a (tt" 
vant to acquaint mifs Hampton and 
rtifsPABNEE who had ftrolled into the 
garden with her ladyfliip's arrival^ toJd 
her fhe would introduce her to as amia-^ 
We a girl as Ihe had ever met with. 

Lady Mary was by no means pre- 
judiced in roifs Parnel*s favor by the 
recointrien'datory mention her aunt made 
of hcf . The epithet, amiable, though ftr 
irichiderf both perfon and mind in \t&f 
Hampton's application of it, was under* 
flood by her niece to imply neither more 
tibr Icfs, than that mifs PARfTEL had the 
good fortune to be handfomer than her 
leighfbers; an information that imme- 
diately excited her envy and difapproba* 
tion, and dcdaficwed her to falote this 
declared fkvorkc with apparent coolnefs 
on her being- prefented lo her. 

Misi J^AttNEt was iidf infenfibfe of 
larfjr Mary's flighting^ Miravlori but inr-' 

puted 
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puteJ it CO the pride of condition which 
would not permit her to be too condcf- 
cending to a little unbred ruftic. 

It was not many hours before the un- 
favorable impreflion this woman of qua- 
lity had receiv^cd of the modeft unof- 
fending, mifs Parnel, was aggravated 
into the moft fixed hatred ; for, unfortu- 
nately, as they entered lady Hampton's 
dreffing room the enfuing morning, mifs 
, Parnel's figure and her own appearing 
at full length to her mortified views in an 
elegant pier glafs, which had been 
brought home but the day before, and 
had not been otherwife difpofed of than 
juit fet againft the hangings in that apart- 
ment. 

The contraft was too ftriking not to 
be acknowledged, but whilft her confci- 
cnce did juftice to mifs Par nel*s fupe- 
riority of perfon, her vanity was moft 
fenfibly ftung; and (he determined toufc 
her beft endeavors to deftroy every con- 
nexion between her aunt*s family, and 
fuch an obfcure afluming creature. 

Miss Parnel's unwearied complai- 

fiuice and good humor would have bore 

F 4 down 
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down every oppofition her ladyfhip7< 
heart could fuggeft to difapproving hct, 
had not her beauty pleaded fo irrefiftib^ 
againft her. 

The danger of her being feen by the 
Major, and engaging his approbation, 
diftrafted her, — her rival — fhefhoulddie 
with indignation, — and outed (he muft 
be at all adventures. She made twoot 
three efforts towards effefting this gener- 
ous defign, but had the mortification ro 
find herfelf not only unfuccefsful, but 
that inftcad of diminifhing, (he increafed 
their hateful attachment to her. 

The agitation of her nnind was ex- 
ceedingly uneafy to her, no friend to ad- 
vife with, — no creature to confide in or 
a(fift her, (he was ahnoft at her wits end. 
To make a confidant of her fervant, (he 
knew by woeful experience was to make 
a facrifice of her power, — brought the 
low wretches upon a level, — encouraged 
them to difpute her commands, — to be 
offended if excluded from her moft inti- 
mate thoughts,— in fine it was death ta 
her tyranny — -and flic could not fubroit 
to it. 

But 
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But then the neceffity of the cafe, and 
the capacity of Mrs. Abigail prefented 
themfelves, — (he had a pretty turn for 
xnifchief,— •was arch, fly, and infinuating^' 
— had the gift of diffimulation to a tic* 
tle,^ — was mercenary, a bribe would do 
every thing with her, — and it was but 
too evident, that nothing could be done 
without her, — ^and the only difficulty that 
Femained, was making the firft overture.' 
But a certain friend that never fails to 
affift his votaries at an exigence, furnifli-^ 
ed her with a happy and mod unexpected 
opportunity of laying the whole train of 
an innocent creature's deftru€tion» 
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Cmfatm fime fcenes in hu> l^e^^^^annurs^- 
cr^naiy difewiry^^^tbe ^tOs pf any 
mni fMltv^lma^—femi fi^gimaie fidta%^ 
•^^tb an infianct efiUartijici cfclnm' 
hir^maidi. 

LADY MARY^s waiting gcnt/c^ 
womdn, though (he was far from 
being fatisBed with the company and 
conveifation of Mrs. Lloyd, iadf 
Hampton's humble worthy houfe-keep^* 
cr, wifely made a virtue of necefiity, and 
lb deeply ingratiated herfelf into the 
good woman's favor by reading her now 
and then a play, the hiftory of England^ 
&c. &c. that fhe gratefully thought (he 
could never make her fufficient amends. 

The poor creature, who was fimpli- 
city itfeU; had never fccn the great city,. 
nor was (he by any means qualified for 
the high ftation fhe was placed in, being 
utterly unlearned in all thofe ufeful and 
polite arts praftifed by your judicious^ 
houfc-keepers who know the world; 
liiich as taking advantage of their lady's 

confidence 
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confidence in their honefty, to promote 
their own inttfreft,— impofing upon their 
credulity by falfe reprcfentations, refpeft- 
ing both foreign and domellic concerns 
-—grinding the face of the induftrious* 
trader, by requiring exorbitant profitft^ 
cut of reafonable bills, and entertaining^ 
their vifitants with that elegance and pro* 
fufenefs, that is the charadleriftic of per- 
fons of their rank and denomination. 

Sm reached lady Hampton^s knoiO'- 
Icdge in a fuffering condition, both witlv 
refpeft to her conftitution and property^ 
from the cruelty of her father, and in- 
jufticc of a brother ; and her ladyfbip'a 
motive for keeping her to look after her 
country feat, was merely to enable her to 
lead an eafy comfortable life, without 
incurring that wounding appellation of 
being a penfioner, or dependent upon her 
charity. She was not infenfible of her 
Kmiced abilities,, for the capacity (he was 
placed in, but as the worthincfs of her 
heart was a fufllcient excufe, Ihe rather 
chofe to fubmit to fome inconvenience,, 
fhan by being her town houfe- keeper to- 
affume authority where Mrs. Li»oy& wa^ 
wont to rcfide as fole miftrefs, mortified 
£ 6 a well: 
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a well-meaning afFedkionate grateful 
creature. 

Mrs. Straight, lady Mart's at- 
tendant, contraded but one intimacy 
during her continuance in the country, 
which was with the miftrefs of a howL- 
ing-green, at about half a mile's diftaoce 
from lady Hampton's, Indeed it was 
properly only renewing an old acquaint- 
ance, as Mrs. Blossom had formerly 
lived in a family where a former lady of 
Mrs. Straight vifited, but on marry- 
ing a nobleman's footman, who had ac- 
quired a few hundreds by his card money 
and other fafhionable perquifites, was 
exalted to the high charaAer (he then 
filled, 

Mrs. Blossom had one daughter 
whom (he was determined to educate in 
the mo^poliUft manner; for which pur- 
pofe mifs was boarded at a chandler's^ 
ihop in Cbejier (known by the name of 
Huckfter) for the convenience of being 
near thofe fchools, where (he could be in- 
flruded in the feveral accom{)liihments 
of dancing, fpeaking French, &c. &c. 

Mrs., 
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Mrs. Straight was confultcd in the 
acceflary preparations for an approach- 
ing grand occafion, viz. a fbhuol ball. 

Miss Peg was to cut a da(h, — a rofe* 
colored luftring was her mother's choice, 
—Mrs. Straight rather oppofcd it as 
too powerful for the young lady's com- 
plexion, — but Mrs. Blossom was obfti- 
nate» and a rofe-color was determined 
upon. 

Mrs. Straight, however, in order to 
cool the appearance, recommended an 
immoderate quantity of white ribbon,r— • 
ihe was quite miftrefs ia that article — a& 
likewife with refped to the fuit of linen, 
as being the beft judge of fuitablciiefs,. 
and fo forth. 

Mrs. Straight was (bllicitedto aflift 
in dreffing the young lady, — what a hap- 
py circumftancc, her being in the coun- 
try at that important juni^ure,, as (he was 
fo notorious for her genteel tafie. But 
unfortunately they could not tell how to 
convey her to the ball, — the coach that 
was to take up mifs Peg^ had no leis 
tiian eight girls ftufFed into it, — and Mr. 

and 



and Mrs. Blossom were to be carried 
in a one horfe- chair. She was ncrvcrthe- 
fcfs intreated to be there, a^ the girl had 
fct her heart upon exbibitioning before hcr^ 
and rather than difappoint her youngs 
friend, (he condefccndcd to beg Mn^. ■ 
Lloyd to accompany her, 

Mrs. Straight and her companioit* 
had been feated but a fhort time in the 
ball room, before captain Farrell cit-- 
tered, and by mere accident was joftled 
immediately in their ricw. 

The good woman foon rccoUeftccf 
him (he had been fliewn her by the 
coachman, immediately after mift Pak* 
N el's rencounter with him) and there* 
fkxion of the uneafinefe he had occafion- 
cd her lady, made her unable to bear the 
fight of him with any degree of temper. 

The artful Mrs. Straight took no^ 
tice of the changes her countenance ua^ 
derwent, and enquiring into the cauft^. 
and finding by Mrs, Lloyd's anfwer,: 
that there was fomethipg particular in the 
caft, pnfhcd her fo hard, that out of the 
ifoUnefs and fimplicity of her heart, iHe 



revealed her difiatisfaftion with its fourcc- 
CO her itrquifitiJ^c companion. 

Mat. Straight who delighted above 
aJI things in a goffip*s tale> cfpecially if 
it was in fuch a nature, as enabled her to^ 
difplay her eloquence to her lady,* and 
thereby cultivate her favor and confi* 
dencc, liftened with no Ws rapture than 
attention to Mrs*. Lloyd's relation, and 
was upon fidgets to return home, in or- 
der to lay ttie whole mattet before lady 
Mary. 

She had indeed received fome imper-« 
feft hints from her predeceflbr of that 
lady's tendre for her coufin, and doubtedi 
not but the intelligence ihe had required 
would be highly grateful to her, if not of 
the utmoft importance. She informetS 
herfelf, by perfifting to^ ply her honefl: 
unfufpiciouB Cdmmunicative companion 
with a fuccelTion of interrogatories, that 
mifs Parnel, though poScmd of every, 
valuable accompKfhment, was of humble 
birthj and Rmited ^xpedations, confe- 
quently intided to no kind of confidera- 
tion; (he therefore moft generoufly and 
humanely determined to maut her with- 
out mercy- 

Miss 
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Miss Peg having performed with the 
highcft eclat, Mrs. Straight's impa- 
tience to return incited her to reprcfcnt the 
fucceeding part of the entertainment as 
unworthy obfervation, and prevailed up- 
on the good natured credulous Mrs. 
Lloyd to accompany her home» not- 
withftanding the ball jvas not above 
half over. 

Mrs. Straight had the mortifica- 
tion of waiting until a much later hour 
than ufual, before her lady retired, fo 
perverfe are human operations, — fti^ 
however made the beft ufe of thofc mo- 
ments fate did at laft put into her hands. 

She received her ladyHiip with a fim- 
pering grace,, and a lau ma*em (at the 
lame time (hutting the door) what do 
you think I have heard this evening? 

Lady Mary, who was by no means 
in a complaifant humor, was fo unpro- 
pitious to her hand -maid's zeal for her 
fervice, as to throw cold water upon it, 
by afking her with a diftant and fuper- 
cilious air, if it could poffibly be worth 
her liftening to ? 

■ Nay, 
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Nay, madam, returned the half dif- 
Goncerted Abigail, it is not fo much a 
concern of mine, as my regard for your 
iadyfhip would have made it, — I am furc 
continued fhe with a pettifti felf-fufEcient 
air, I am a fool to trouble myfelf with 
other people's affairs, lord Bromley 
may love mifs Parnel, and mifs Par- 
NEL lord Bromley, what need I care— 
I fhall neither win nor lofe by it. 

Straight, faid lady Mary out of 
breath with aftonifhment and indigna- 
tion, I have a very good opinion of you 
• — fit down and tell me all you know of 
that bold creature Parnel ~ by what 
witchcraft fhe fell in my coufin Brom* 
ley's way, — and how far fhe has entan- 
gled him by her dainty fair face, and dia- 
bolical converfation. 

Mrs. Straight perceived fhe had 
not miflaken her cue, and replied with 
great vivacity, you know madam, I have 
a friend that keeps the bowling jgreen, 
late lady Jacob's woman — fhe is got 
confiderably before hand in the world, 
and— — 

Good 
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Good Straight, feid larfy Mart, 
letting her hand fall gently upon her's to 
lender the interruption as kind as poffi- 
ble, in what does all this relate to mf 
coufm and that hateful Parnel ? 

Dear your ladyfhip, faid Straight, 
I mud be minute or how fhould you 
comprehend the intrigue, —* you muft 
give me leave to fay that my mend Mrs; 
Blossom being before hand in liic,— 
and having a fine thriving profpe£^, and 
as ihe was moreover the daughter of an 
enfign, he was at firft to be lure only z 
fergeanr, but no matter for thar».fais valor 
promoted him, and £> he was the more 
to be cfteemed, for your ladyfhip knows 
that as the SpeSator fays, the greatnefs a 
man is born to is no greatneis at all un- 
lefs his conduit - 

Straight, faid lady Mart, having 
almofi bit her lips through, I can contain 
myfelf no longer, — how dare you trifle 
with me in this manner, and oblige me 
to attend to an idle tale of your trumpery 
acquaintance, when I am diflradted td 
know other particulars ? 1 hen, foftening 
ker accent and taking her purfc out of 

her 
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her pdickcl:, here are five guineas, conti- 
nued ifae, I will hold them in my hand 
for yoa, and the jfooner you reach the end 
of your ftory, the fooner you wilt have 
them in your own poffeffion* 

This quickening fee had the deftred 
cfFcft, and Mrs. Straight with the ut* 
moft brevity and perfj^icuity, acquainted 
her lady with every article of informatioa 
flie had obtained, with many additions^ 
and embellifhments of her own, which 
only contributed to blow lady Mary's 
refentment into a fevere flame. 

Poor Mrs. Li<>Yi> liad indeed cdnt- 
rnuAicated aH ffacknew, but it amounted 
to no more Ihafn that captain Farr£LL 
was in Jore with mife PAitNit, though: 
no great favorite with her, that fhe left 
the gar rifon of ****** under his convoy, 
— that he deferted her,, and (he fell into 
the ^nemyV handls -, chat Major Brokc- 
XEv went aiprodf^oti&wajp in order to,, 
end,, with much hazaied and difficulty 
did, ranfam her v that her lady's acquaint- 
ance with her was at firft merely acci- 
dental, but that her ment had fince en- 
gaged her higheft efl:eem,<--^hat fkt had 
- OM^ gubfic^iaftilcmcetf tt the T&oMrt 
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by captain Farrell^ who bad given the 
town an ill opinion of her, but that (he 
had cleared up the matter to her lady*s 
entire fatisfa£tion, and was in more favor 
than ever. 

Upon this flight foundation was a 
grand ftrudture immediately built by the 
ingenious lady Mary, compofed of thofc 
very valuable materials, rancor, difap« 
pointment, envy, and revenge. 

Upon my word, faid her ladyOiip 
with much bitrernefs, lord Bromley 
(for the Major was now poffeflcd of her 
father's title) was engaged in a mod no- 
ble enterprize, it was worth endangering 
fuch a perfon as he is mafter of; truly, 
in order to refcue a little abjedt morul 
from the very ftate nature undoubtedly 
intended her for, — Ibe has all that fawn- 
ing and fervility. Straight that would 
become a flave, and I doubt not but if 
my formal misjudging aunt was to fppra . 
her as fhe defcrvcs, fhc would kneel and 
kifs her lady (hip's feet. I had a kind of 
naiural antipathy to her at firfi: figl^c 
which I was unable to account for,— *buC 
die. caufe is now tqo evident, it wasi io-. 
fiindiYC} STR.AicHT>fQ^ Ihe ^.^gr?^* 

eft 
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eft enemy I have upon eaith, and I (hail 
never reft until I make her heart ach. 

Mrs. Straight extolled her lady's 
•pious refolution-, for, added (he, of what 
advantage is a large fortune, if we cannot 
purchafc happinefs ? They fay money 
can do every thing, and as t know your 
ladyfhip's generofity to be exceeding 
jgreat, 1 do not doubt but I Ihall fee you 
perfcdtly at eafe, with refpeft to that 
.finical madam Parnel, who I warrant 
fancies herfelf vaftly my fuperior, be- 
caufe flic can weedlc a few people of dif- 
tin&ion to take notice of her. 

A PAUSE cnfuing, for lady Mary was 
buried in mortifying reflexions, Mrs. 
Straight rcfumed, (hall I aflift your 
ladyfliip in undreffing, afFedlcdly look- 
ing upon an overgrown watch that hung 
by her fide, I proteft it is paft three 
o'clock, and this is fuch a fober family, 
one muft live by rule, I think it muft 
certainly furfeit your ladyfliip. 

Ah, but Straight, faid lady Mary, 
her eyes rolling (for they were incapable 
of fparkling) with delight, who would 
not punifli themfelves upon fuch an oc- 

occafion ? 
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cafion ? Had I never vificcd > Ch^rCf I 
ihould have been ignorant of this vile af- 
fair» confequently (hould not have had 
the. power to defeat the lady's devices, 
and fubdue her pride. Leit it be your cane 
to acquire all the light you can for me, 
and leave me to-night goctd Srjt aiobt, 
I fhall not perhaps take of my cloatbs^ 
I fee you again. 

Straight obeyed and retired to lor 
Apartment in that kind of pleafirM^ per- 
turbation, an unexpected piece otgood 
fortune occafions a weak nuad, -^ ilw 
flept but little. 



I 
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CHAP. XI^ 

Contains fome ebullitions of mortified pride^ 
fome common female chit- chat. -^^be dif- 
•agreeable part of a worthy cbaraSler^ 
with a hint to the balf-bred of great im- 
fortance. 

LADY MARY endeavored to com- 
I pofe the agitation of her mind> but 
in vain; her mortified pride ftill fuggefl> 
ed to her the galhng reflexion, that (he 
was rivaled by the pooreft of ail beings : 
what mifery that Ibe had been excluded 
the friendlhip and intimacy of her coufin 
Bromley lo many years. Perhaps not 
one l^ind trace for her remained in his 
bre^it^ the diffipation he muft neceflkrily 
haye derived from his profefiion, the pro* 
bability that he was forgotten by her 
from her weak compliance with her fa- 
ther's unaccountably perverfe will, and 
above all his unhappy attachment to that 
fair whiner, were but top ftrong grounds 
for her apprehenfions. 

And could fhe defcend to carefs the 
woman who had mod injured her, given 

her 
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her peace an irreparable wound, how (he 
defpifed herfeit -, and yet it was merely 
owing to lady Hampton's officious in* 
terpoficion with refpedl to Bromley's 
education, that fhe was fubjedt to the ca- 
lamity fhe then deplored, and there was 
fhc, fool like, hugging the viper that had 
ftung her to the heart. 

She would endeavor to become ac- 
quainted With Farrell, that might be 
of ufe, (he would fooncr beftow her 
whole fortune upon him than not have 
ample revenge : for if lord Bromley 
would not accept of it, fhc was indif- 
ferent what became of it. 

Whilst lady Mary experienced all 
the bitternefs peculiar to the paflions.that 
were then predominant in her breaft, mifs 
Hampton and mifs Parnel enjoyed an 
happy tete a tcte. 

They both occupied the fame apart- 
ment, were accuflomed to chat whole 
hours after their retirement, and that 
night particularly indulged themfelves. 

Captain James Crosby and lord 
Bromley were the alternative fubjeds 

of 
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of their convcrfation, and mifs Hampton 
would flatter her friend that ihc addi- 
tional fortune and title the Major nad 
. acquired, would nr^ake no other alteration 
in his fentiments than to accelerate their 
union, if tfver he did intend any fuch 
thing. 

When mifs Parnel would have urg- 
ed the improbability of his entertaining 
fuch a defign, from his having never 
given the leaft intimation of it, fhe was 
filent by mifs Hampton's infilling upon 
the fteps (he had taken for her redemp- 
tion, as a proof of his regard. 

Alas! my dear mifs Hampton, fald 
the diffident mifs Parnel, it was his hu- 
manity, his generofity that incited hini,^ 
he would have rendered the fame fervice 
to any other young woman under fuch 
fingular circumftances, he delights in all 
that is humanely brave. 

You pay the other gentlemen a mod 
horrid compliment, my friend, faid mifs 
Hampton, if you fuppofc that Bromley 
was aftuaced by generous motives alone; 
why d:d not they attempt fo much for 
your fervice? Many of them" were not in- 

VoL. II. G fer:or 
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fcrior to my coufin in all that is praiife* 
worthy, and yet you find they ^erc in- 
aftive upon that occafion ; depend upon 
it, Kitty, you was of more confeqUente 
to hinn than to any one, and you muii^ 
you fhall be my relation. 

However mifs Parnbl's vanity 
might have been impoled upon, her cre- 
dulity was not fo eafily taken in, (be 
remcmbertd indeed that the Major api- 
peared highly pleafcd with her public 
renunciation of captain Farrell, but 
he had never given her any other reafon 
than his being unworthy of her ; flie b^ 
gan to think herfelt highly blameable for 
cherifhing, though but for a tnoment^ 
fuch prefumptuous hopes, a peer defcend 
to marry the daughter of a little engineer! 
•^impoffiblc f 

Why did he not leave her to her fate, 

a fenfe of her condition, and fome fmall 
rigor would foon have, brought her to the 
grave, flie fhou'd then have been beyond 
the reach both of folly an.d annbition, 
nor have fo idly funk hcrfelf in the opi- 
nion of fuch women as lady Hampton 
and her daughter. 

Her 
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Her piety then began to operate. Un- 
grateful wretch^ had providence fo appa- 
rently inter pofed to fnatch her from de- 
firuftion and did fhe repine at it; why 
was Ihe not covered with confufion? 
And would fhe, to avoid fome (light mor- 
tification, have brought the beft of fa- 
thers and mothers to the grave by the 
keeneft heartfelt afflidion ? How vilely 
unnatural. 

• She then accufcd herfclf for fpending 
fo much time from her father, though 
he indulgently allowed her to follow her 
own inclination?. How could fhe anfwer 
it to her tendcrnefs for him to take ad- 
vantage of it^ ought fhe not by her affi- 
duity and converfation to. endeavor to 
divert his mind from its too frequent 
meditation on her deceafed mother •, why 
did fhe expofe herfclf co the fupercilious 
treatment of the unfeeling lady Mary ? 
She would repair her fault the enfuing 
morning, and dedicate a more confider- 
able part of her time to her filial duty. 

Mr. Parnel indeed had for many 

months afFcft^rd retirement : r^^ading and 

the excrcile of walking divid-d his hours; 

G 2 he 
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he had met with a multiplicity of difap- 
pointmcnts, which, though they had not 
fowered his temper, had given it a re- 
fcrvcd caft. 

He would willingly have declined all 
acquaintance but on his daughter's ac- 
count ; and, therefore, when he could 
prevail on her to fpend a week or fort- 
night at lady Hampton's, he fcemed to 
enjoy himfelf more fatisfaftorily than 
when in order to divert her, he fubmitted 
to receive or pay a vifit. 

Lady Hampton would gladly have 
prevailed upon him to give her his con*- 
pany, as (he was well convincedhe could 
render himfelf a fenfible and entertaining 
companion, if he could be prevailed up- 
on to (hake off the gloom he had con- 
trafted, but he fo earneftly begged to be 
excufed, acknowledging that the pecu- 
liarity of his tafte would not permit him 
to be fatisfied from his own habitation, 
that (he defittcd preflinghim, well know- 
ing that it was more kind to fuffcr per- 
fons to follow their own inclinations, 
than compel rhem by a m.ft^ken notion 
of friend(hip to aCt under conftraint. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. XIL 

Contains fucb ferious matter^ that the reader 
if in the leaft fubjeS to that fajhionable 
difordcTj the vapours^ is advifed to pafs it 
over unperufed. 

THE morning found lady Mary 
and mifs Parnel unchanged in 
their fevcral refolutions, in confc:qoence 
of which the latter at brcakfaft begged 
leave to be permitted to return home, 
and the former as ftrenuoufly oppofcd it, 
not that (be had formed any immediate 
plot again ft her, but fhe was apprehen- 
live ihe might be deprived of every fuch 
opportunity when under her father^s pro- 
teuton % the matter was however com- 
promifed, and mifs Parnel had leave of 
abfence for three days, provided (he 
would chearfully return at the expiration 
of them. Lady Hamptoh's coach was 
ordered for that purpofe, and the ladies 
agreed to fet her down. 

I LAMENT, mifs Parnel, faid lady 

Hampton, in their way to the caftle, 

your father's difinciinatioos for com- 

G 3 pany. 
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pany, as it not only deprives me of a 
great fatisfaftion but my friends like- 
wife; I am fure lady Mary will be 
charmed with the fenfibility of his coun- 
tenance* 

My father madam, faid mifs Pa&kel, 
is very happy in your approbation of him, 
and I dare believe if any one could draw 
him out of his refervcs, it would be your 
ladyihip; I have heard him exprefs as 
much, but this taciturnity is become fo 
habitual to him that he cannot conquer 
it, and yet I have known him as chatty 
and volatile as any one. 

The greateft part of my life, conti* 
nued (he, was fpent atfchool, and during 
my mother's health we were fcldom 
without a fufficient circle of friends : I 
nwn the change was at firft rather pain- 
ful to mf, but I am fo perftrdly reccnp- 
ciled to it, that it is become quite iacif- 
faftory to me. 

Well : deliver me, faid lady M^^rt, 
from your humdrums; your people who 
poffcffing a large fh are of knowledge and 
under (landing are fuch churls as not ft> 
kt their neighbors reap the benefit of tr» 
;. an 
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an agreeable trifler is in my opinion 
worth a thoufand of them, 

1 AM far, faid lady Hampton, from 
fubfcribing to your fentiments, your tri- 
fler (which by the way is but another 
name for an impertinent) is a creature, 
which above all others I would wilh to 
ihun, as his fubjeds are calculated nei- 
ther for the head nor heart. 

But what would become, dear madam, 
faid lady Marv, of half the beau monde 
if your fentiments were univerfal. 

Thev would endeavor to improve 
themfelves, returned lady HAMPTO^^ 
gravely, in more important particulars 
than they have ever yet dreamed of, it 
is owing to the falfc tafte of our com- 
pany that we commit errors in our con- 
vcrCition ;" were folly fcandal, and ill na- 
ture to be generally exploded, none 
would be fo hardy as to introduce them : 
it is encouragement that nurtures them. 

Your ladyfliip woul3 not furely, faid 

lady Mary, advife me,to be fo Angular 

as to attempt reforming the age» the 

world has been what it aow is for many 

<j + preceding 
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preceding years ; nor to fpeak fincercfy 
have I any quarrel with it. I am not 
only willing to take, it as I find it, with 
rel\;e6t to the impoffibilities of rendering 
it ocherwife, but from good liking. 

1am forry to hear you fay fo, return- 
ed lady Hampton, for a woman of your 
rank and fortune might do wonders, a 
coach and fix can give a fanftion to vice, 
why not to virtue ? Your inferiors would 
follow your example from their natural 
ambition to imitate the great; your equals 
in order to recommend themfelves to 
your approbation. Till perhaps acuftom 
might be eflablifhed, where imitation 
alone was intended. This is the utility of 
fortune if properly employed, and fcMT 
this life alone we are undoubtedly cn- 
truftcd with it; and woe be to them that 
neglcft the good of their fpecies, and 
pervert the purpofe of their lives. 

Lady Mahy bit her lips, reddened, 
but made no reply, and they were foon 
fct down at Mr. Parnel's apartment. 

Mr. Parnel, faid lady Hampton 
-with an engaging fprightlinefs, I once 
more reftore your daughter to your care; 

and 
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and hope that by fo frequently acquit* 
ting myfelf of the confidence you repofe 
in me (as I flatter myfelf I do) to your 
fatisfadion ; I entitle myfelf to follicic 
future proofs of it, without being charge 
ed with trcfpafling upon your good na« 
ture. 

The ceremony, returned Mr. Pah* 
KEL, is all of your ladyfliip's own mak* 
ing, for fo perfe(5tly fatisfied am I with 
your generous proteftion of my daugh* 
ter, that I believe I (hould be moft liable 
to commit a trefpafs by relinqutfliing, 
than confirming my claim to her. 

You will not let me contend any point 
with you, faid lady Hampton, by which 
means (as a female) you deprive me of 
infinite fatisfadtion, for contention is un* 
doubtedly an incentive to converfation, 
and converfation has ever been allowed 
tol}e the life of the petticoat world. 

The means your ladyfliip mentions, 
faid Mr. Parnel, are totally, unnecef- 
fary to engage me to converfe, as I 
(hould find full employment it I was 
only to declare my approbation of your 
excellent tenets and conduct ^ my daugh- 
G 5 ter 



ter mud, (be will reap the bene&t of the 
bonor (he U permitted to enjoy^ but at 
for me I have little more tt> accomplilk 
than a preparatory for that laft iceno 
tl^at requires more judgement to adt with 
propriety than all the preceding one's we 
are engaged in. With fuch a memento 
as I have lately had, 1 fhould be inex- 
cufable if I was to deep on; my wife was 
my junior fome years, but that was by no 
means a fecurity for her, and though the 
daily inftances abroad ought to prove lef« 
fons of in(lru£lions to us, yet it is more 
heartfelt when our own houfe is at- 
tacked.— ^—« 

To thofe who have been acciiflomed 
to tread only the flowery path of life, this 
fubjefl is unnatural and difiaflefu], but 
when we are hurt we are alarmed, the law 
of nature prompts us toextra£l the thorn, 
by thofe means we find moft fucceisful} 
and when foUitude wears the charms of 
the moft brilliant afTembly, it is not fur- 
prifmg that it has its votaries. I have 
indeed outlived all my friends except 
that child, whofe tendernefs for me is my 
only confolation *, but, feeming to recoUeft 
himfelf, he added, your ladyfhip will, I 
hope, excufe my bringing fo much 

gloom 
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gloom upon this company, as it is mere- 
ly intended to evince my difqualificatioa 
for every other manner of life, than the 
one I have made choiQe of. 



Lady Mary was impatient to fly the 
infedion as (he deemed it, and as lady 
Hamptov perceived her inattention and 
apparent diflikc of her company, took an 
early leave to prevent the old gemlciiian's 
making the fame difcovery. 

She rebuked this lady highly in their 
return for her levity, but (he was too in- 
corrigible to be profited by her friendly 
admomttons» 



G6 CHAP. 
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CHAP. XIIL 

Contains fome further furprifing adventures^ 
lady Mary's fortune does great execu- 
tion^ a little fracas between her and her 
coufin vritb a mofi delegable converfatiou^ 
in wbicb Mrs. Straight makes u$ 
fmall figure. 

THE fucceeding evening to roifs 
Parnel's departure, lady Marv 
^ prevailed upon her coufin to attend her 
'to the aflembly, mifs Hampton had not 
the lead gout towards the propofitioo, 
OS (he was not without apprehenfions of 
encountering captain Farr ell, but good 
manners obliged her to give into it. 

Is this inftance, like many others in 
lift» what mifs Hampton would fo very 
in«iuftr;ouny have avoided, was the very 
thing her couCn fought for; nor was fhe 
difappointcd, captain Farrell, covered 
with embroidery, was the firft objeft that 
engaged lady Mary's attention. 

The reafon of that gentleman's conti- 
nuance at Ckepr was, that he had fome 

months 



\ ; - Mi Miss CLittaM.'^^ 13I 

months before his meetifng witK mifi 
Parnel, purchafed the patent of his ma- 
jefty's yatch as a fafer command than 
thofe he had been engaged in, flattering 
iiimfelf that it would at once fecure him 
4rom all foreign expeditions, and ever 
Again meeting with Major Bromley. 

A FAMILY of diftinftion had obtain- 
ed a warrant that he ihould convey, them ; 
and contrary winds detained them on this 
fide the water. 

Lady Mary no fooner beheld him 
than (he gladly recollected that fhe had 
feen him at her father's, and that he had 
for fomc years been one of his levee 
dancers, (he was determined to improve 
that incident to her advantage, and there- 
fore on- pretence of being difTatisfied with 
her feat, hauled her cou(in to the other 
end of the room before the captain had 
been perceived by her, where fhe made 
that difpiay of her charms which could 
not fail to attra£t obfervation. 

Captain Far R ELL, underftood he was 
admired, and therefore determined grate- 
fully to return the compliment by feed- 
ing 
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tng the link ugly felf-fuffii icnt monani 
vanity, but as it was impoflible ever Cia 
bave ken }ady Mary once v^ithoue fom 
Fecolle£iii>g her, a nearer obfcrvation £i 
far aflUted his memory, that he dropc 
his defign and was very forward to dd 
himfelf honor by faluting her as dx 
daughter of his very good patron. 

Lady Mart bad now gained htr firft 
pcrnit, (he therefore permitted bim ta 
dance with her, to the great mcrtificatioii 
of mifs Hampton-, and would have con- 
fcnted to his condudling her home, had 
not that lady violently oppo&d it* 

The captain having informed himfelf 
of his patron's deeeafe, not only from the 
public papers, but lady Mary's fable ap^ 
pearance, began to deliberate upon the 
merits of her fortune and the felicity 
of an inaftive life. Storms and tem* 
pef^s were by no means Aiitcd to bis 
conftitution. 

As to his engagement with fir Ar- 
thur, he looked upon it as invalidated 
by the lady's treatment of him, and pro- 
vided he could but make himfelf mafter 

of 



of a handfome fortune, he was rather in- 
diS^reot rrfpe^ling the perfon. He in- 
d^ was within an ace of loving tt^ifk 
PABiNE(i,.ddmiredmifs CLiFFiuNybuc lady 
M^cry's title wa$, fupenor to them 
boch. 

. The marc he revolved thefe particu- 
lars, the more he was. captivated } and in 
ihe end he determined to make ferious 
addrefles to lady Mary, not in the ieaft 
doubting; but he (hould recommend him- 
felf to her favor, as he was. by much 
the mofi: brilliant young fellow m the 
county. 

A SOFT recolleftion would fiow and 
then occur to bim of mik Parnbl.'! 
amiable perfon,, as he loved her next to 
himfelf above any thing on earth, but at 
ielf-prefervation had compelled him to 
lofe her, aiid he had met with much con^ 
tempt and mortiBcation on that account, 
he was refolved to repay her jtcorn for 
fcorn, unlefs the po^flion of ladf 
Mary's fortune (hould enable him to 
fteal her, and take a brutal cevenge for 
all his fuflferings. 

Miss 
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Miss Hampton was fo difconcerted, 
and lady Mary fo delighted with the 
acquaintance (he had made, that their re* 
turn was by no means fo focial as their 
licile journey to the aflembly. 

Lady Mary determined to be before 
hand with her coufin, informed lady 
Hampton as foon as (he arrived, that 
Ihe had met with one of her dear tathcr^s 
acquaintance at the ball, and (he could 
not but honor him for his fake. I can- 
not imagine, faid (he, what is the matter 
with my coufin Fanny, jfhe has been 
xipon the fret the whole evening, and for 
no other reafon in life that I know of, 
but from my obliging captain Farrell 
with my hand. — Captain Farr£ll, re- 
turned lady Hampton with vifible dif- 
pleafure, did not my daughter inform 
you that he had groflly affronted us. 

I HAD fome imperfcft account of it, 
tnfwered lady Mary with a carelefs air, 
but did not undcrfland that it was necef- 
fary I fhould efpoufe your quarrels, or 
rather that mifs's, — what is her name at 
the caftle with her old father, for it was 

her 
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her if I do not miftake^ that the captain 
affronted. 

Insulted, you nrjcan, faid lady Hamp- 
ton, moft cruelly infulted, but I dare 
believe he will be very glad to rctrad, 
when your coufin Bromley returns, I 
am fure he will call him to an account 
for it. 

Indeed, faid lady Maiiy affeding 
fufprize, andts lord Bromley that girl's 
champion, it is a pity he has not a more 
honorable opportunity of exercifing his 
prowefs. 

You difpteafe me cxceflivcly, lady 
Mary, replied lady Hampton gravely, 
ihe is a moft defcrving girU and it if noe 
the leaft honorable adlion of BROMLiv'a 
life, that he ventured fo far ior her dt* 
liverance. 

Bless me, madam, faid lady Mary, 
you cannot be ferioufly oflfendcd, I pro- 
ted I was but rallying, I beg that I may 
not make fo ill a return for the favors 
your ladyfhip has conferred on me, as to 
give you uneafinefs upon fuch a miis 

Farnel's 
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Pahsel's accoutit; wcwili if you pkafe 
talk no more of her. 

No, no more of captain Fahbell in 
my prefcncc, returned lai*y Hampton, 
unlefs you mean to difoblige me. 



I THINK your ladyfliip makes rather 
hard terms, returned lady Mary, but 
they fliall be complied with : fo faying, 
flie haftily arofe, and wifhing her aunt 
and couiin a bon repos, hurried to her 
apartment; where Stbaioht waa ready 
to attend her* 

Straight, faid her ladylhip flinging 
. hericlf into an eafy chair, I am fo de- 
lighted, fo mortified, fo vexed, and fo 
pleafed, as fome poet has it, that I know 
• not how to contain myfclf. 

Bless me, fays Straight, yourlady- 
ftip is vaftly flurried! Flurried faid lady 
Marv, I am perfcdly frantic : would 
you believe k, I have danced this very 
evening with that charming fellow Far* 
WiELh and have le& him dyii&g for me. 



I AM foglad, (ays Straight, rubtnng 
and lookifig ac her hands alternately, 1 
am fo glad, — your lady (hip cannot think 
how g)ad I am. 

You muft advife me, you muft affill 
me, refumed lady Mary, ftarting frond 
a profound reverie, my aunt will not fuf- 
fcr me to fee him again, but if be is but 
a man of gallantry you know he will 
make it his bufinefs to fee me, and how 
can I help that : I had juft time to teli 
him where I am, for my pouting coulin 
would not let him wait upon me home* 
and he whifpcred he knew the bowling 
green well, he had a meaning in that m* 
timation, which you mult make it your 
bufinefs to find out. 

Well, I declare to your ladyflilp, 
fays Mrs. Straight, when I am with a 
lady that has not fufficient fpirit for an 
amour I am out of my element ; your 
ladylhip may rely upon my abilities, for 
my lady Floridine whom 1 had the 
^nor to farve laft, had three upon her 
hand* in the courfe of fix months, and as 
to my inclination— all I fay is, let my 
anions fpeak. 

Good 
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Good Straight you (hall find your 
account in all this, faid lady Mary, you 
Iball never go to place again, I will con- 
fider you and fettle you agreeably, you 
muft fpend the day at the green to- 
morrow* 

Mrs. Straight acquiefcing, her lady 
fcon difcharged her. 



CljfAP. 
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CHAP. XIV. 

Contains fame n^cejjary information^ with re- 

fpe8 to two perfons ccmemed in a btrrid 

plot, ji very delicate Jcene at the bowU 

ing'green^apiece of female artifice-^ with 

the execution of the plot abovementioned. 

CAPTAIN FARRELLhadpro. 
cured the command of a fmallfloop 
for his very great friend and echo lieu- 
tenant Portland, which having bcca 
damaged in a ftorm was repairing at 
Liverpool \ fo that th^had the pleafurc 
of fpending fome time together ; and as 
Mr. Portland was in Chejier at that 
jundure the captain made him acquaint* 
cd with his meeting with lady Mary at 
the afiembly, and likewife with the de- 
fign Jbe had formed upon her perfon and 
fortune. 

Mr. Portland who was of agrafp- 
ing provident difpofition extv lied the 
captain's refolution, exhorted him to per- 
verfe, and prophecicd fuccefs ; but what 
(hould be their firft ftep required dchbc- 
ratioD, captain Farrell iaid it occur- 
red 
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red to him to fend Spruce to the bowl- 
ing-green with orders lo infinuate him- 
felt, it poffibie, ill her woman's favor, as 
a certain channel tor intelligence-, the 
lieutenant clofmg with the propofal. 
Spruce received inftru£tions and wasin- 
fianrly difpatched. 

Mj(. SpRtrcE was by no means averfe 
to this expedition on any account, he had 
a tafte for intrigue and w;is not a litde 
mercenary, conlequently as this affair 
flattered both thofe paffions, he entered 
upon it with the utmoft alacrity. 

Mrs. Straicmt after dinnerwith her 
friends, and tinding no advances made 
on their part, tairly communicated alJ (he 
knew, only prudently enjoining fccrecjf 
as her bread was dependant, and having 
naturally a fatyncal vem, could not for- 
bear indulging it at the exptnce of her 
lady. 

- Well, there was no accounting for 

vanity, when fuch a lump of deformity 
was capable of it, fuch a dowdy com>- 
plexion, grifly hair, pig eyes, ill looking 
aii.^ illf-cUing teeth, diltorting back, 
loi>^ -unt^ain araas, and legs like a pair 

of 



of kitchen tongs, did (he never conac 
near before in her life ; furely it was a 
miferable thing to be compelled to flatter 
fuch a creature, and when the bait took 
and (he was rewarded with carefics andt 
fairpromifes; Ihe was ready to dk^ but 
there was no avoiding it. 

Mr. Blossom was called oat in the 
taiddle of this oonverfation, a gentJecnaa 
wantir^ to fpeak with him, but £300 re-" 
turned uthfcHng in the gay iprefiftible 
Mr. Struce. My dear cfois is Mr. 
Spruce prefcnting him to4iis wife, voj 
old friend when 1 lived at lord Plai- 
kitm's; he begs your acquaintance, Mrs* 
Straight, my friend Mr, Sprvci. 
Mrs. Straight bridled, wasialucedaad 
llney all cook ^heir feasts* 

Mr. Spruce unbuttoned his coat, 
puffed and complained of heat, adjuft- 
ed a (ine bro.tch at his (hirt bofom^ 
took out his fiiuff box, and with an air at 
once fofc and genteel, prefented it to the 
ladies. 

The beft Strajburg they had evertaft*. 
cd. Where do you Uiy it ? Mr. Spruce^ 

. faid 
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iaid Mrs. Blossom, it is che fineit fcent- 
cd I ever met with. 

The place was mentioned. Well, faid 
Mrs. Straight, how I abhor being big- 
goted to one ihop, unlefs the commo- 
dity is adlually better than one can pur- 
chafe clfewhere; but, in fhort amongft 
perfons of faftiion the name is every 
thing; now I am perfuadtd that lady 
Mary Bromley would not change Mr. 
Pigtail upon any confideration, and yet 
rd lay a good wager that his fnuff is in* 
finitely inferior to this. 

Lady Mary Bromley, repeated Mr. 
Spruce, gad fo, but I am in luck to- 
day, pray may I be fo free as to afk what 
connexion you have with that lady, it is 
ot importance. 

Mrs. Straight replied with a rather 
indelicate laugh, you know the terms. 
Her wonYan in pubiic, her every thing in 
private, but 1 fpeak before Iriends, added 
Ihe, affefting a pretty confufion, that arc 
incapable of betraying me; Mr. Spruce 
made feveral agreeable proteftacions, and 
then told, her, that (he was the very per- 
ibn he was in quell ot, both on his maf- 

ter*s 



imd Miss Cliffen. 14.5 

tcr^s account and his own, adding with a 
bewitching fmile through his half clofed 
teeth, that fhe could not be furprized 
that the fame- of her charms had reached 
him. 

Her reply, with the cnfuing part of 
the converfation was too brilliant to be 
infcrtcd; but in the conclufion, Mrs, 
Straight was defpcrately fmitten with 
Mr. Spruce and engaged to do juftice. 
to his matter's flame for her lady, and if 
pofTible, to prevail on her to receive a 
letter. Mr. Spruce was to wait her 
lady's determination at the green, as he 
faid he durfl: on no account, prefume to 
appear before his matter without the in- 
formation he required. 

Lady Mary was in fuch a comply- 
ing humor, at Mrs. Straight's return, 
that fhe not only confented to receive a 
letter from captain Farrell, but infi- 
nuated.that fhe fhould not be offended if 
he was to foUicit an interview ; fhe re- 
conciled herfelf to thefe advances, as it 
was not love but revenge that fhe was 
aiming at, and (he was determined to ex- 
plain herfelf fo foon as fhe had effected 
her purpofe, imagining as captain Far- 

Vol. II. H rel 
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EEL had (hewn the coward upon feveral 
former occafions, a few big words with 
rcfpedt to her coufm BromtLEy would 
deter him to relinquifli her. 

Matters went on fo fwimmingly,that 
before the expiration of a week, fhe had 
fhree interviews in lady Hampton's park 
with her enraptured fwain, who for that 
purpofe refided entirely at the bowling 
green incog. She informed him of her 
antipathy to mifs Parnel, and he en^ 
gaged to remove her. 

It was neceffary, from the plan they 
had concerted, that lady Mary ihould 
alter her behavior to mifs Parnel, to 
whom fhe became as fuddenly attached,^ 
as fhe had at firft fuddenly difliked her: 
fhe even condefcended to beg fhe would 
forgive and forget all that was pafl, and 
permit her to atone by her future con*- 
du(5t for her unmerited ill-treatment. 

Miss Parnel's complaifance obliged 
her to make fuicable returns to thefe kind 
overtures, but her heart was far from ap- 
proving lady Mary's conduft, — fuch 
unfteadinefs — to be offended without a 
caufe, and attached without a reafon, — 

how 
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how unamiable l^— ihe had rxo notion of 
it. 

Lady Mary artfully talked of. re- 
turning to London^ — her aunt intended 
no oppoiition to her inclination, as (he 
was greatly dilTatisfied with her behavior; 
for (he had too much difcernment not to 
be fenfible that her kindnefs for mifs 
Parnel was entirely diflembled, though 
for what purpofe flie was incapable of 
judging, and heartily defpifed her for it« 

Whem lady Mary's plot was ripe for 
execuuon, (he aSefted to be uncommon- 
ly lively and volatile ; begged her aunt 
would indulge her with one excuriion 
previous to her quitting the country, a 
requeft in appearance of fo trifling a na« 
ture, that there could not be the lead ob- 
jedion made to it. 

Goodness of heart is no lefs liable to 
deception than fimplicity. How the un- 
defigned can be fufpicious, or the' fuf- 
picious undefigned, is left to the folution 
of the curious reader. 

Lady Hamptom told her niece that 

if fhe would chufc her place of rendu^z- 

H 2 vo.iS, 
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vous, Ihc might depend upon her attend- 
ance. 

Lady Mary paufed, as if at a lofs 
vrhere to fix on, notwithftanding, with 
the bright captain Farrell's affiftancc, 
fhe had concerted her meafures long be- 
fore, and was only apprehenfive left her 
fchemc fhould be unfuccefsfuL 

As I am unacquainted, madam, faid (he^ 
with this part of the world, I cannot pro- 
perly be faid to have any choice,— but 
Liverpool is your gayeft town, I believe, 
and therefore with your approbation, we 
will go there, it will divert us all, and 
mifs Parnel (hall 

With all my heart, replied lady 
Hampton interrupting her, 1 have long 
wifhcd to make a tour of that fort, but 
wanted an agreeable party, mifs Par- 
nel ; Fanny, you hear our determina- 
tion, we fhall therefore expcd: you to be 
prepared. 

Miss Parnel wouM have excufed 
herfelf, but lady Mary declared in the 
tiamc of the whole company, that there 

could 
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could be no pleafure without her 5 confe^ 
^uently Ihe was under a ncccflity of com- 
plying. 

As but little preparation was requifite 
upon the occafion, they fet forth the le- 
cond enfuing morning, to their eledlion 
of their frolic, and not chufing to crofii 
the ferries, made a round of it through 
Warrington^ and did not arrive at Liver* 
fool until five o'clock the next afternoon. 

When they had refreflicd themfelvcs 
about an hour, lady Mary began to be 
diffatisfied with the houfe. I hope, my 
dear madam, faid flic, we are not come 
here to confine ourfclves, it is an ex* 
tremely fine day, and a walk could not 
poflibly be difagreeable to any of us, for 
my part I mult own it would be highly 
the resrerfe to me. 

Lady Hampton rallied her niece up- 
on her rambling inclination ; but never- 
thclcfs cgnfentcd to accompany her down 
to the quays, in order to view the docks, 
und (hipping. 

Miss Hampton had for fomc time 

obferved three ill-looking fellows to lurk 

H 3 about 
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rf)out the door, and hold frequent con- 
Tcrfations together, and (he was a good 
deal furprized to find that they followed 
them at a diftance wherever they went, 
and feenned to cabal and look towards 
mifs Parnel in a particular manner. 

huT as it was no unufual thing for that 
younff lady to be admired by people of 
every rank, and it was very early in the 
evening, ftie thought it was quite idle to 
entertain the leaft apprehenfion, or alarm 
her friends, with mere bugbears of her 
imagination. 

Fatal miftake, from what flight 
foundations do the greateft evils arife ! 

Thx fellows foon difappeared when 
they reached the water fide, and mifs 
Hampton thought no more of tlicm. 

Lady Mary would lean in a friendly 
hidolent manner upon mift Parnel*s 
arm, her converfetion abounded in lively 
flfokes; fhe infenfibly drew her Compa- 
nion to the edge of a dock bank^ at a 
confiderable diftance from the other la- 
dies, who wei-e entertained at that junc- 
ture by the pkying oflf of a water engine, 

whea 
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trhcn Tuddenly giving a fignal with her 
handkerchief, the very fellows that had 
alarmed mifs Hampton, ftarted up in a 
little floop that lay at the extremity of 
the bank, and was in great meafure con<^ 
ccaled by it as it was then low water, 
who feizing the poor, unhappy, defence- 
Icfs mifs Parnel, clapped her beloW 
deck in an inftant. 

Her furprize deprived her of all 
power of voice, her wcaknefs of making 
the leaft refiftance. And lady Mary had 
the fatisfaftion to fee her fafely lodged 
with lefs difficulty and hazard, than (he 
had apprehended. The journey, the 
walk to the quay, with every fucceeding 
confequence, though in appearance mere- 
ly accidental, were the efieft of preme- 
ditation and deep laid villainy. 

The lady and her accomplice had 
fpared no expence upon the ocoafion, 
every perfon who was employed or like- 
ly to be employed upon the deftined 
foot, were rither tireated oi' *mufed from 
their bufineft, otherwife this daring en^ 
terprize would in all prpbabiHty havt 
failed m the txecutioa^ Wlien iSie hand^ 
H 4 «f 
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of injufticc are enlarged by fortune, what 
is there on earth that they cannot gralp? 

Lady Mary immediately rejoined 
her aunt and coufin with the utmoft un- 
concern and compofure, and on their en- 
quiring formifsPARNEL, fhe told them, 
that finding it rather cold fhe had retiu-n- 
ed to their lodgings, begging her to make 
her excufe. 

Lady Hampton, far from fufpe£ting 
the true caufc, was fatisfied with her 
niece's account, but having walked about 
half an hour longer, fhe faid it was not 
kind to let mifs Parnel remain alone in 
a flrange place, and infifled upon their 
deferring their farther obfervations until 
file fhouJd accompany them. 

But how was this good lady and her 
.daughter fhocked and afflided, on find- 
ing that fhe had never returned, they fuf- 
pefted lady Mary was, at leaft, privy 
to whatever had befallen her, yet knew 
not how to accufe her,— blamed them- 
felves for their want of care and caution, 
and in a word, determined to continue 
no longer at Uverpocl^ than the next 
morning. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. XV. 

contains an account of mifs Parnel's dif- 
trefs and adventures y — her father^ s be-' 
havior upon the trying eccqfion of lofing 
her. — Captain Farrell's big hopes — 
with an inftance of right honorable ajfur*, 
ance and ingratitude. 

MISS PARNEL had no refource 
but in her tears, which (he (hed 
in great abundance. The fellows were 
tolerably humane, and promifed to treat 
her well, provided (he would be fatisfiedi 
with her confinement until the evening, 
when they (hould fall down with the tide, 
and would foon convey her to the place 
they were appointed, 

Shi entreated them to tell her by. 
whofe orders, and for what purpofe fhe 
was fo cruelly trapanned ; but they re- 
fufed the latter, and in compliance with 
the former, told her they ftiould foon 
reach the JJle of Man. 

No language can paint the diftradkion 

of her mind at this event. The more fhe 

H 5 rcflcdlcd. 
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were flopped by a French privateer, 
who, Ihcltering by the rocks and con- 
cealed by the darknefs, lurked there for 
the very purpofe of furptifiBg fmugglert^ 
fmali traders, &c. 

They were inftantly boarded, but with' 
tio other defign, than to rifie them of 
what was valuable -, their thief booty wal 
the mifcrable, diftrelftd, affliifted, mift 
pARNEt, who was rather revittd than 
dcprcffcd by the incident. 

She befought the captain in his own 
language to be merciful, told him, that 
flic had been ftolen from her friends and 
native country, by thofe fellows for fomte 
bafe purpofe, and that her father would 
well reward him for his protedion of 
her. 

The captain who proved to be a good- 
natured man, liftened to her with com- 
paffion, and kindly jold her, (he had no- 
thing further 'to fear. * And, threatening 
the fellows with the torture, if they did 
not difcover their vile employer, brought 
them to ample confeffion. 

H 6 Miss 
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Miss Parnel fhuddered at the evils 
ihe was fo near being involved in, for 
fhe knew too much of captain Far- 
re ll's nature, to flatter hcrfelf with the 
expedation of lenity. 

The French captain, notwithftanding 
the addition of four hands would have 
been acceptable, declared that he fhould 
not think himfelf fafe with fuch villains 
on board, and therefore if mifs Parnel 
would write to acquaint her father with 
her fituation, they Ihould convey it. 

Miss Parnel gladly embraced this 
ofier, but was too weak to accomplifh 
more than three lines, which the captain 
finilhing, delivered to the fellows, but 
they were not permitted to reach home 
with them, for a ftorm overtaking them 
in their return, they were loft upon the 
Hcyle fands \ fo met with an early reward 
for their villainy.' 

Lady Hampton was diftreflcd to a 
great degree, in what manner to break the 
affair to Mr. Parnel, Ihe looked upon 
hcrfelf as a kind of acceflary to his loft 
of his daughter^ She was under her 

care, 
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care, {he ought to have been more watch- 
ful. — But all thefe were unavailing rc- 
fiexions. 

. Miss Hampton was fo afFcftcd with 
mifs Parnel's lofs, that (he entreated 
her mamma to quit the country, in which 
requeftladyHAMPTONgladly obliged her; 
Ihe wrote to Mr. Parnel in the mod pa- 
thetic terms, condoling with him on his 
misfortunes, and recommending his re* 
liance on heaven for her proteftion ; (he 
added, that (he (hould remove hcrfelf 
from his fight for ever, unlefs (he could 
be fo happy, as by reftoring his child to 
.make him reparation, protefting that (he 
had brought a calamity on her own head 
which (he (hould ever deplore, 

Mr, Parnel returned her lady(hip 
a moft polite and fenfible anfwer, after 
acknowledging he was human, confe- 
quently fulceptible of fuitable afljidlion 
to the occafion ; he acquitted her Iady(hip 
of all blame, begged that (he would re- 
member that fuch events were under the 
direftion or rather corredtion of an alU 
wife manager, and that in the end they 
would be produdlivc of good; that it 
was from fuch fevere Ie(rons he had ac- 
quired 
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quired fo much philofophy, ais to pie- 
fcrve his reafon though not his pamons 
from a (hock, that he fliould wait in as 
patient cxpeftation of a happy turn in 
his affairs, as the nature of them would 
admit, and that whatever catallrophe 
might enfuej he (hould not be fo abforb- 
ed by his own affli£tion as not to lament 
her fliare of them ; and concluded with 
wifhing her and'her daughter that ftUcitf 
he faid he was convinced they merited. 

Lady Hampton ivas vaftly affefted 
by the mixtures of chriftianity, human 
nature and politenefs that ran through 
this letter; her daughter and fhe Ihed 
many fympathizing tears, whilft lady 
Mary exultingly enjoyed the fuccefs of 
fo bold and hazardous an attempt. 

Lady Mary, in her converfation with 
captain Farrell, had found him ripe for 
every villainy that would not endanger 
his perfon or purfe, and therefore had the 
hardinefs to propofe the carrying oflf mifs 
Par N EL, as the teft of his affedion for 
her, and promifcd him in the prefencc of 
her woman, to reward him with no Icfs 
ihan her perfon and fortutie* 

Captain 



Cai^taiw Farrell pretended to raife 
difficulties, in order to enhance the n>e- 
rit of the adlion and conceal his real fen- 
timents ; the truth was, that the poflcf- 
fion of mifs Parnel was by no means 
a trivial conlideration with hinn, but 
cowardice and a bluntnefs of invention 
were obftacles to any dangerous under^- 
tftking ; but to have it not only propofed 
for him but planned for him, the ex- 
pence another's, and the reward fevcnty 
thoufand pounds, exceeded hia moft flat* 
tering expedations. 

Mr. Portland was the principal 
agent upon the occafion, the vcflcl a lit- 
tle wherry that ufcd to convey paflengen 
to and from Parkgate^ the few fellows 
Portland could confide in belonging to 
the floop he commanded, capable of un- 
dertaking any thing either for their com- 
mander's emolunKHt or their own ad- 
vantage. 

The IJk of Man was chofcn for many 
reafons, as being moll private and daily 
frequented by (mugglers, who for fomc 
trifling toleration, would have rcconvey- 
cd her to any oth^ port more conrenient 

for 
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for the captain's vifits, the laft place that 
would be fufpeAed on fuch an occafion,' 
and he complimented himfelf not a little 
for fixing upon it. 

He had no doubt of their bearing her 
fafe, as he knew they were defperate and 
enrerprizing, and thepaffage fo extreme- 
ly Ihort; he flattered himfelf that (he 
would be little more than arrived before 
he fhould have given himfelf a legal 
claim to lady Mary's fortune, and be 
prepared to follow her. 

But how was he difappointed to find 
lady Mary fly oflF, and declare that fhc 
was- far from intending to change her 
condition for fome time ; that (he fhould 
return to London with her aunt, and per- 
haps write to him fo foon as (he arrived. 

Captain Farrell was not incapa- 
ble of the moft violent refentment, when 
he did not fear his man, and he was fuf- 
ficiently courageous not to be terrified at 
petticoats ; he therefore raved, cringed, 
foothed, ftormed, and all in a breath i 
but the invincible lady Mary fuftained 
the (hock, unmoved, and calmly told 
him, that he (hould know how to treat 

her 
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her before (he granted him another in- 
terview, that he ought to confider he had 
put himfelf in her power, and therefore 
xnufl not be furprized that ihe was not 
difpofed to marry a villain : fo faying, 
with that afTurance peculiar to her rank 
and fortune, (he- left him to cool at Ici- 
fure. The captain was half frantic, but 
having vented his rage, he began to con- 
fole himfelf with the recollcftion of the 
prize he had obtained, and refolved in 
the agitation of his heart, to make mifs 
Parnel pay for all the difappointmcnts 
and vexations fhe had occafioned him* 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. XVI. 

Ccntaim fime new dangers in which mifi 
Parnel is involved^ — a feme of borreit 
mtd confufion — v^bich isfucceeded byfuch 
en event as the reader could have link 
expeSed. 

MISS PAR NEL was fo far com- 
forted by this reflexion, that her 
father would foon be acquainted with 
her happy deliverance, that (he for fomc 
time forgot that (he was once more a 
prifoner, but even that recollection was 
rendered tolerable by the confideration of 
the different hands fhe had fallen into 
than thofe of barbarians. The captain 
continuing in his agreeable behavior, 
contributed not a little to diflipate her 
apprehenfions. 

But notwithilanding this gentleman 
was no (Iranger to the diftates of huma- 
nity, he was wont to feel fuggeftions 
equally powerful, he was of a languine 
complexion, a lively difpofition, and pe- 
culiarly formed both by perfon and in- 

dinadoA 



clination for every fpecics oF gallantry ; 
it was true he had a wife, by whofc 
means he had made his fortune, and a 
little family that was intitled to his ten* 
dereft care ; but it could not hurt them 
to have a private amour, it was impolfi'« 
ble to weep the misfortune we did not 
know, and he was well affured of abfo- 
lution at the hands of that holy father, 
whofe immediate province it was to heal 
his fouh 

No wonder from this kind of fophi- 
ftry, and mifs Parnel's attradlions, that 
he foon began to form defigns upon her» 
which firft difcovered themfelvcs by a 
profufion of affiduity, as troublciblM OS 
unneceflary. 

Miss Parnkl took the alarm, and was 
near relapfing into her wonted defpond- 
cnce ; however, (he thought it beft rather 
to flatter his inclination than inflame 
bis refentnuent, and to appear cheurfvil, 
graceful, and dependent upon him, 1^ 
k>ng as he veftrained himfdf within the 
limits of deconim. 

The French we too well verfcd in 
wkat they term fnejfe to be eafily impo- 

fed' 
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fed upon. The captain foon perceived 
mifs Parnel*s views, he admired her 
prompt invention, and was enchanted 
with the difficulty of the encounter, but 
as the lover and general equally imagine 
themfelves authorized to counter work 
art by art, fo he determined to proceed* 

The weather proving pretty fine, he 
indulged himfclf with conver/ing whole 
hours with his fair captive, and would 
engage her in an evening to a party at 
picquet; he extolled her judgement in 
difcarding, and the quicknefs of her ima- 
gination, and could he but once prevail 
upon her to lay afide her fears, he might- 
boaft of the moil unexceptionable com- 
panion upon earth. 

Miss Parnel would upon thefe occa- 
fions reply, that (he hoped he was too 
good not to make allowances for her un- 
conquerable apprehenfions of dangers 
that the element alone expofed her to, 
and that whenever he could make it 
convenient to himfclf, to place her in a 
nunnery at Brejij as he had fo kindly 
promifed, he (hould then have no reafoa 
to cocnplain of her behavior* 

Hii 
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His cuftom was to rally upon thefe 
occafions with the levity of his country. 
A nunnery was never intended for fuch 
beauty as her's, he ftiould commit an of- 
fence againft nature if he was to confent 
to it, that (he was formed for deftrudion, 
that there was no refilling her, and that 
he as earneftly wifhed to finifli his cruize 
and return with her to his own country, 
as (he could do; though with a different 
motive, (he wanting to hide herfclf from, 
he to expofc her to admiration. 

Four days did he trifle with her in 
this idle manner, when weary of diflcm- 
bling fo long, he at length began to 
make honorable tender of his love. Mifs 
Parnel in conformity to the plan (he 
had at firft laid down, avoided giving 
direft anfwers to thefe profcfTions, for 
according to the fong. 

She would not deny^ nor would Jhe approve^ 
Andjhe neither refused him nor gave, him 
her love^ 

but it would have been impoflible for her 
to have preferved this equivocal character 
long; as the gentleman began to grow 
diffatisfied^ and was prepaiing to give her 
a fpecimen of the expedations he had 

formed^ 
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formed, when he was fummoncd upon 
deck in the utmoft confufioiu 

Miss Parnel was terrified at the vio- 
hnc noife and running that fucceeded 
the captair\'s departure, and though (he 
rejoiced at the interruption, &e was 
alarmed for the caufe ; fhe knew too weU 
that the preparings they were making 
was on the approach of an Eagli/h ihip, 
but as the fate of an engagement was un« 
certain, and the diforder during its con* 
tinuance fo fhocking to humanity^ ibt 
trembled with horror. 

The fignal was foon given, and the 
privateer before fhe could give one fire 
received a broadfidc full upon, her, two 
men were killed upon the fpot and three 
wounded, who were brought down into 
the cabin, where mifs Parnei. was a moft 
miferable fpedlacle ; the furgeon having 
no mare on board, begged her afliflance 
in holding the bandages, preparing the 
lint, and fuch offices as it would have 
been eafy for her to have performed un- 
der any other circumflanccs. 

She attempted to comply with his re- 
quefl, but her hands refufed their offices, 

and 
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and (he funk upon the floor, where (he 
was beat and bruifed by the violent mo- 
tion of the ftiip in a terrible manner. 
She did not however continue long in 
that deplorable fUuation, for the captain 
receiving a bullet in his head, they in- 
ftantly ftruck and were boarded by the 
Englilh. 

The (hip that had given chace to this 
finall privateer, was no other than that 
very man of war captain James Crosby 
was on board, deftined for an iQand in 
Jmerica^ where the Major's regiment 
then was. 

He was the firfl: who raifed mifs Par- 
cel from the ground, and revived her 
drooping fpirits by aflurances of protec- 
tion and tenderneis. He perceived fhc 
was EngUIh by her drefs, and without 
that impertinent curiofity common with 
ftrangcrs, of whence (he came, or whi- 
ther (he was going, congratulated both 
her and himfelf on having been the happy 
inftrument of her prcfervation. 

It was impoflible in the condition 
mifs Parnel then was, to diftinguifh 
other than that fhc was above the com- 
mon 
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mon ftamp, and in great affliction ; he 
had her immediately conveyed on board 
the man of war, and as the privateer wa^ 
fo much damaged in the engagement to 
be incapable of future fervice, was funk 
immediately. 

Miss Parnel was no fooner inform- 
ed that fhc was in her way to the ifland 
of *##*## chat (he felt fome fenfations; 
which, though a little troublefome, were 
by no means unpleafing: fhe knew Ma- 
jor Bromley was there, and had no 
doubt but (he (hould find him as well af- 
fefted to her intereft as ever, — perhaps 
be at a greater certainty with rcfpeft to 
his fentiments of her, which would be 
worth as much longer voyage than that 
fhe was about to take. 

But poffibly it might not^bc neccflary 
for her to perform the whole voyage, if 
they touched at any port in their way 
fhe might procure a paflage to England i 
it was a duty (he owed herfelf, her father 
and reputation. Had not the bafe au- 
thor of her affliftions infinuated things to 
her difadvantage with refpeft to the Ma- 
jor, and would it not appear ftrange to 
caft herfelf officioufly in his way ? 

In 
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In the midft of thefe reflexions, cap- 
tain James fent to know if he might be 
permitted to attend her with a melTage 
from his captain, fhe inftantly admitted 
him. After he had made her a fe^v 
compliments upon the different appear- 
ance fhe then made, to the mifery he 
had found her in, he told her he had ac* 
quainted the captain 'with her circum- 
ftances, at lead, fo far as he had prcfum- 
ed to guefs at them. That he was fo 
indifpofcd as to be unable to leave his 
cabin, or he would have waited upon her 
himfelf, in order to reconcile her to the 
neceflity there was of conveying her fo 
far from her country and friends, as to 
the place of their deftination ; but that his 
orders were fo particular with refpeft to 
expedition, that he was not to put into 
one harbor during their paflage, and had 
he not received intelligence of that pri- 
vateer being a great annoyance, he fhould 
not have chaced her -, that he would en- 
fure her the carlieft paflage from the 
ifland that was fuitable to the delicacy of 
her fex, and that by a chearful acquief* 
cence in her fate, flie would in a great 
meafure defeat the feverity of it. 

Vol. II. I Had 
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Had not the tic of nature been ftrong 
in her heart, flie would have yielded to 
the prefent neceffity, not only chcarfulJy 
but with the higheft fatisfadion ; but as 
flie was divided between her love for her 
father and her gratitude to the Major, 
fhe felt a kind of uneafy conflifb. She 
however returned proper compliments to 
the captain, and as fhe muft believe him 
a man of honor, (he fubmitted herfelf 
entirely to his difpofal and protedioo, 
and fmcerely wiflbcd his recovery. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. XVII. 

Contains an inconiejiabk proof of f$male 
power. — Beauty and modefiy how trre^ 
Jiftable^ — no heart fecure from their at^ 
tacks. — j4n injiance of generous friend^ 
Jhip. "^An agreeable piece of news for 
mifs Pakuel J "^ with the alarming ap' 
proach of new calamities. 

CAPTAIN JAMES was ex- 
iremely afliduous to recommend 
himfclf to mifs Parnel*s favor : he put 
her into entire pofieflion of his cabin, 
only requefting the indulgence of vifiting 
her now and then, in order to divert her 
with a little chearful chat. 

This young gentleman was confcfous 
that mifsPARNEL had infpired him with 
very different fenfations than he had ever 
been accuftomed to feel, except the mo^ 
mentary ones infpired by mifs Hamp- 
ton; but from what fource they derived, 
he was at a lofs to determine. 

I 2 H£ 
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He thought of her with pleafure, un- 
allayed by all that uneafinefs he had ft^en 
his brother feel for mifs Cliffen. He 
was intercfted in her happinefs without 
any felfifh views ; for he was convinced, 
that fhould (he tell him fhc was married, 
it would be neither afhock or mortifica- 
tion to him. She was extremely like 
mifs Cliffen in her perfon ; but her be- 
havior was more degagee, from her hav- 
ing evidently feen more of the world 
than that lady. 

In a few days mifs Parnel became 
fettled and more at eafe; (he offered to 
admit captain James to her tea-table, 
both morning and afternoon, as the 
fmalleft return for the favors he had con- 
ferred upon her. 

She found he was proud of this mi^rk 
of her approbation ; and an involuntary 
refolution efcaped him, to do his utmoft 

to cultivate and improve it. 

He politely and confiderately avoided 
every fubjedl that might occafion her dif- 
agreeable reflexions, or intimate the moft 
d^bnt curiofity on iii^ part, with refped: 

CO 
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fp the knowledge of what fhc might wifh 
to conceal. 

Her. behavior was^ too uniformly ma- 
deft to fufFer him to entertain fufpicions 
of her, which infenfibljr gave him pain, 
yet he knew not how to reconcile the 
fituation he found her in, alone and un- 
attended in the cabin where fuch oiEces 
were performed, as were by no means be- 
fitting her prcfence-, and her not en- 
deavoring to fet her condudl in a decent 
light, puzzled him beyond meafurc. 

BtTT mifs Parnel foon difpelled every 
fifing doubt, by informing him whofef 
protection fhe was under when fhc wa* 
trapanned, and for what purpofe the fel- 
lows had declared they had undertaken 
the daring enterprize, namely rendering 
her the great captain Farrbll's ma-, 
trefs. 

She went no farther at that time, but 
captain James on retiring to his new^ 
birth, and putting all the circumftances 
together, concluded that this muft be the 
very lady he had heard Major Brom- 
LEv fo often mention. 

I 3 He 
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He was by no means delighted with 
this difcovcry, notwithftanding the Ma- 
jor was the man on earth he would 
moft gladly have obliged. But he (hould 
lofe her convcrfationfor ever! She muft 
nor, ihe could not poffibly receive him, 
when united to that gentleman, with that 
agreeable unreferve fhe then did : fhc 
would forget the kindnefs he had fliewn 
hrr, in lier larger gratitude for her great 
deliverer, and he /hould be excluded 
from her friendly conilderatioa, 

BiFORS he was convinced it was ne« 
ceflary, he was willing to reli^ her into 
(be hands of ;uiy tender relations or va- 
luable friends, and fhould only wilh to 
be ranked amongft the number of them; 
but now that he found /he was the ob- 
jeft of Major. Bromley's moft affec- 
tionate attachment, and that fhe pofTefled 
fo large a fhare of gratitude as muft at 
kaft endanger a fofter inclination, he, as 
if Qutof pure perverfenefs, fancied him^ 
ftif in love, 

-:H» then laughed at his own folly, re- 
peated fome of his ufual defiances of that 
palion, and except that he wiihed for th« 

morning 
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morning with too much earneftnefs and 
impatience to be faid to be quite com- 
pofed> he pailed a very tolerable night. 

Miss Parnel received him at break- 
faft with her wonted fweetnefs, and on 
perceiving an alteration in his counte- 
nance, was apprehenfive for his health, 
and with a kind follicitude inquired after 
it. 

The captain was mortified at the ho- 
ncfly of his afpeft, and in order to con- 
ceal the true caufci complained of a flight 
indifpolkion^ 

Miss Parnbl prcfcribed feveral little 
medicines to him *, advllinfi him to take 
care of himfelf in the firft inftance, M 
many fatal confequences enfued trifling 
beginnings. 

He promifed to adhere to her inftruc- 
tions, and then with an affumcd fpright- 
linefs, told her he believed he had made 
a moft important difcovery for a friend 
of his ; for if he was v^oi miftaken in his 
conjedkures; flic was the very lady that 
Major Bromley would have given 
I 4 . Juilf 
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half his fortune for an interview witb^ 
before he left England. 

Miss Parnel blufhed; and her fur- 
prize and confufion fufficiently evinced 
thejuftnefs of his fufpicions: he began 
therefore to repeat fev^ral of the conver- 
fations he had had with the Major con- 
cerning her, and thereby communicated 
a fatistadion to her heart it had never be- 
fore experienced. 

Her eyes fparkled with uncommoa 
luftrc, the bloom revived upon her cheek, 
and her natural vivacity began to difplay 
itfclf. 

Captain James too foon pcrcc'fvcd 
he had been furrtifliing her with arms 
againft himfelf, and that the more be 
indulged this inclination of converfii^ 
with her, the lefs he was mafter of his 
own heart, which did not fail to inform 
him that he loved her above all women. 

But notwithftanding the fcntiments 
(he had infpired him with, he was never 
once tempted tp endeavor to fupplant 
his friend in her affedions. The hypQ- 
crify he was capable of praftifing, being 

of 
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of the volatile inofFenfive nature, free 
from every ungenerous, confequently 
villainous dcfign. 

He took much pleafure in obliging 
her, and as it was apparent that no fub- 
left was fo agreeable to her, as what re- 
lated to the Major, he gencroufly gave 
his converfation that turn. 

Bv accuftoming himfelf to this me- 
thod of amufement, and from the con- 
viiftion, which he never loft fight of that 
fhe could be no other's than that gentle- 
man's, his reluftance to feeing the two 
perfons upon earth he moft efteemed 
(except his brother) happy, fenfibly de- 
creafed ; and at length his reafon had fo 
far fubdued the narrow fentiments his 
paflion would have fuggefted, that he, 
without the leaft emotion, begged fhe 
would promife him that Ihe would be- 
ftow her hand upon his friend. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. xvni. 

Qont^m a moral kjfon f$r tbofe who are apt 
ta hi too fanguiM in their ei^p^Sations^ 
-"«- No certaimy in ibis our mortal Jiste^ 
•wT-^Tbe Major's bumamty produSive 
of unhappy cpnfequcme^^ ^^ Dixqn Jbines 
upon a new occafion. 

CAPTAIN JAMES in affiftinj 
mifs Farn$:l to difembark agaia^ 
congratulated her on h^r approaching 
happinefs. How infiaitcly more wel- 
come, continued he, will pur arrival he to 
the Major, when I (haU inform him of. 
the prize I have refcued out of the ene^ 
my's hands, I will ioftantly wait ypoa 
him, ^nd prepare him to vifit you. 

So faying, he committed mifs Par jtel 
to the care of a good wqman^ apd haften* 
ed to impart the glad tidings to his friend» 

Miss Parnel endeavored to compofe 
herfelf; but reflexions crouded upon her 
imagination involuntarily. — • In what 
manner j[hould flie receive him? — how 
conceal the confcioufncfs captain James's 

iaformatioa 
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information bad given her of his favor- 
able fentiments ? — how acknowledge that 
they were returned in an adequate de- 

S*ce, without a breach of that modefty 
at had hitherto been the rule of her life 
and aftions ? — Would he not entertain 
fufpicions of her, if not injurious to her 
honor, at leaft to her delicacy, by per- 
haps imputing her coming to the ifland^ 
rather to inclination than ncceffity ? — 
Would not captain James inform him, 
that he had been the fubjedl of her whole 
converfetion, and by reprefenting her as 
too fond, create his difguft. 

Alas, how needlefs all thefe reflexions ! 
for on captain James*s arrival at the Ma- 
jor's apartment, he found him fpeech- 
lefs, and in fuch agonies, as in appear- 
ance could only precede his final dillb^ 
lution. 

A MALIGNANT fever had broke out in 
the ifland, fweeping off all it attacked, in 
a very fliort penod, which fo terrified the 
foldiers and inhabitants, that no one was 
willing to attend thofe who unhappily 
labored under that fevere calamity, left 
their own lives fhould become a forfeit v 
in order, as much as poflible^ to check 
16 the 
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the contagion, every peribn on the firft 
fymptoms, were compellird to take up 
their lodging in the barracks, where they 
languifhed under the mod deplorable 
circun^ftances for want of due care and 
attendance, which none but the ftrong 
and healthful were capable of affording 
them, and whoever humanely xnade the 
attempt, was foon reduced to an equally 
helplels {late with thofe they meant to 
affift. 

Freqjjent repetitions of this misforr 
tune made fuch an impreilion upon the 
people, that they with one confent deter- 
mined to abandon all thofe that were 
then down •, not confideringthat tkcpef- 
tilential air would communicate what 
they were fo induftrious to fhun. 

The defperate condition they were re- 
duced to, not only from this diftemper 
but the Ihortnefs of provifions had near- 
ly levelled all diftindlions : the foldiers 
became uncontroulable, and all order and 
regulation was at an end. The opi- 
nion that prevailed amongft the lower 
clafs, and not a little contributed to their 
rejedion of all difcipline, was that they 
were facrificcd to the negled, at leaft, of 

their 
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their country, and they unaiiimoufly 
agreed to difclaim all authority, but 
fuch as their affeftion for their officers, 
or their own prcfervation diftated. 

The humane Major had reprefented 
to them the injuftice and barbarity of 
their proceedings— but in vain; — there 
was not one that was willing to expofe 
himfelf to the hazard his comrade was 
exempt from. It was then propofed that 
they fliould draw lots, — but even the 
propofition nearly occaiioned a mutiny. 

Major Bromley, bleeding for the 
diftrcfs of bis fellow creatures, and la- 
menting the hard natures of thofe he had 
to deal with^ at length fixed upon an expe* 
dicnt to reconcile them to their duty. 

A ■'■= 
I WILL myfclf, faid he, accompany the 
three firft volunteers upon this charitable 
expedition ; we will divide our labor with* 
out drftinftion, and the man that ac- 
^quits himfelf with the moft ufefulncfs 
and humanity upon the occafion, (hall 
hold the higheft place in my efteem. 

His brother officers, though they ap- 
plauded this noble refolution> would 

gladly 



gladly have presented the eMCution 6f 
it, but it was impoflible to difiuade that 
^Qtkmaa fixxn his generous p«rpofe. 

I THINK, faid he, the ftcp I am about 
to take, lofes its merit when we confider 
liow precarious a tenure we now hold our 
lires by» Surrounded by a fet of favages 
that are with difficulty reftrained from 
the moft horrid outrages^ threatened with 
famine, and but a few removes fitHn a 
peftilence : it is at bed, but meeting the 
fate we are unable to fliuo* 

DixoN vehemently oppokd his maf- 
ter's intention. I befeech your honor, faid 
he, to leave die whole to me, I (hall find 
it no hard taflc to preftrve you from 
danger, and can perform every necefiary 
office with cafe to myfelf^andfafetytoyou. 

Worthy creature, faid the Major, 
this is indeed an heroic proof of your at* 
tachment; but you muft be denied, I am 
not to be diverted from my purpofe, and 
heaven alone knows what may be event. 
I will not therefore be deprived of the 
confolation of knowing, that I have one 
friend to give me rhe attendance I fhould 
fland in need of, if infedied, and if ne- 

' ceflary,, 
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crffary, clofe my eyes with the tcnder- 
nefs of a father, nor will I hazard your 
valuable life upon any other occafion. 

. Ok fir, replied Dixon, holding his 
matter's coat, if you will not confent ta 
my going you will break my heart, I 
Indeed had not the humanity and refo- 
lution you are poiielled of, but I ha>re 
done all in my poor power for them, 
they have had my laft ihirt to wipe their 
miferable afflicted dying faces,— but I 
now defpife my {niall endeavors for their 
relief, now that your honor has fo far 
exceeded me, and would nurfe them. 
Unaccuftomed as you are to foul fmells^ 
you would not live one night* 

Thi Major (hook the half diilxa&ect 
boneft creature by the hand in the moft 
afFedionate manner, and committed bitn 
to the cuftody of fome of the men, de- 
firing they would convey^ him to his 
apartment, and omit no kiad care of him 
until his return ; then having looked after 
him fo long a$ he was within fight, he 
turned with great compofure to the fur- 
rounding company, afking which of 
them all he flaould confidcr as his bcft 
friends. 

A CONTENTION 
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A CONTENTION DOW arofc for the ho- 
nor of attending him, fo fuperior was 
ambition to the feelings of humanity^ 
that it even fubdued the love of thcm- 
fclves, • 

In order to reconcile them to lots for 
the future, and prevent all difagreement 
during the twelve hours the Major li- 
mited for his attendance, three men were 
felefted by balloting to be his compa- 
nions, then taking an affeftionate leave 
of his brother officers, he bid adieu to his 
own concerns, and waving his hat to 
them, when he approached the wing 
where the barracks were fituated, he en- 
tered them chearfully, and the only fe- 
vere pang he felt upon the occafion, was 
in his mental farewel to his beloved mifs 
Parnell. 

So far is virtue from meeting with its 
reward in this tranfitory ftate, that the 
Major was the only one of the four that 
took the infeftion : the goodnefs of his 
conftitution caufcd the firft fymptoms to 
be very vi9lent. 

PiXON 
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Dixon who had experienced urrfpeak- 
able torture and apprehenfioiii from the 
moment he was forced from his matter, 
had almoft ftrained himfelf blind ia 
watching for his return, — but when he 
perceived the three men after changing 
their cloaths approach without him, he 
could no longer fupport himfelf, but was 
found upon the floor in all appearance 
dead. Their efforts to recover him were 
not however unfuccefsful, but he was no 
fooner reftored to his recolledion, than 
frantic with grief, he flew to the alfift- 
ance of his ever honored mafter. 

The Major's conduft had fo endear- 
ed him to the people, and the circuni* 
ftance of the three men's returning unin- 
fefted in fuch meafure difpelled their 
fears, that every one became forward to 
preferve fo ineftimable a life : and fo ef- 
teftually did they exert themfelves, that 
in a few days the dead were all properly 
difpofed of, the living upon the recovery, 
the barracks aired, the people revived, 
and the Major conveyed to his own 
apartments; he was the lafl: that took 
the diftemper^ and the crifis had long 

beca 
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been over before captaia James's ar- 
rivaV but he had unhappily relap£ed> and 
was in as great or greater danger thaa 
from the firft attack. 



CHAR 
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CHAP. XIX. 

Contains fucb an account of the affairs ai 
thi ifiani of **♦*»* as it is hoped will 
be agreeable to the reader. 

CAPTAIN JAMES would not 
be prevented feeing the Major, 
and joining his fears with thofe of the 
faithful afflifted Dixon, who ftood 
watching over him in minutely expecta- 
tion of bU dilTolutioa, 

But heaven had not forgotten to be 
gracious : for (though at firft almoft im« 

Krceptibly) his ftruggles became lefs and 
s violent, and to the heart-felt fatis* 
faction of all around him, he began tp 
breathe with fome degree of freedom. 

Captain James obferving thefe fa» 
vorable fymptoms was anxious to return 
to mifs Parnel, left as the Major's 
fuffcrings were in every body's moutht 
ihe might hear of them with fo little pre- 
paration, as to be produdive of fome fa* 
ul confequencc* 

Dxxoif 



i88 fie Htytcry 0f Majok BuoiwLEr 

Dixon was in raptures. — His mailer 
had opened his eyes — gazed* at him a 
moment, then laid his own hand upon his 
and preffcd it with all his feeble ftrengtte 
Go, fir, faid the poor fellow, (for captain 
James had informed him of mifs Par- 
nbl's arrival) go to mifs Parnel, my 
mafter will foon recover his reafon, and 
I (hall ftiU be happy, I will fend to yoU 
upon the ffighteft alteration, but you are 
fenfible if that lady is neglected, we (hall 
but be preparing a worfe misfortune for 
his honor, than even the one he now la* 
bors under, for his yery foul is wrapped 
in her. 

Captain James found this advice 
too agreeable to his own inclination to be 
rejected, he therefore haftcncd to mifs 
Parnel, whofe tears foon informed him 
that fome officious perfon had been be- 
forehand with him in their iateliigencc. 

She was furprized to fee him look fa 
chearful as by the people's account of the 
Major's condition, fhe had concluded 
that ail was over with him, 

Thr 
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The poor folks had no other view in 
the relation they gave her, than exalting* 
the Major's charader, and indulging 
their own talkativenefs, and were aftonifli- 
ed that (he Ihould be fo afFeded at the 
calamities of a ftranger. 

Miss Parnel's countenance at cap- 
tain James's report, once more wore an 
air of doubtful fatisfadbion, but fhe had 
the pleafure in the evening to hear his 
danger was perfcftly at an end, and as 
Ihe was inclined to flatter herfelf, that 
when he was able to receive her vifits, 
they would contribute to his felicity, if 
not in a great meafure accelerate the re- 
eftablilhment of his health, (he looked 
upon her arrival as a Angular work of 
providence. 

The Major ftlll continued mending, 
though by flow degrees -, and remained 
too weak, they apprehended, to bear the 
news of mifs Parnel's being fo near, it 
was therefore preferved a profound fe- 
crec. He knew captain James, and was 
apparently rejoiced to fee him, but as the 
fhip had been fome time expe£led it did 
notoccafion him the fmalleft furprize. 

Dixon 



wgo 7%^iH^«o^^MAjQqt Bamilxy 

DixoK, whofe nerves were Ids calcu- 
lated to fuftain joy, than the fevereft 
ihocks of afl9i6Uon, was wild witlv'tranf- 
port at the happy turn his mafter's di- 
ftemper had taken, he was prevailed to 
go to bed, but fleep would not dwell with 
him, and they were at laR obliged to 
have recourfe to an opiate to preierve his 
reafon. 

The Major the third afternoon hchn 
mifsPARNEL's arrival, faintly pronounc^ 
ed that lady's name, as if he wiflied CO 
inquire fomewhat concerning her. 

Captain James told him he had 
brought him letters from his aunt, in 
which that lady was particularly men- 
tioned, 

A KIND of momentary luftre ovcr- 
fpread the Major's eye at this intelli- 
gence. Read them faid he, read me all the 
particulars, James, it will be a cordial to 
my languid fpirits. 

Captain James not prepared for this 
requefl:, and judging it unfafe to make a 

full 
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full difcovery was greatly confufcd,— 
which the Major perceiving, concluded 
it was mere matter of invention he had 
been amufing him with, and he refcnted 
it as well as his ftrength would admit. 
Why (hould you attempt to deceive me, 
laid he, — what end can it anfwer either 
with rcfpcft to you or me, — notwith- 
ftanding all I have fuffered, is nothing in 
comparifon of her Ids, — yet if I am to 
be deprived of her — I will learn to fub* 
mit as becomes the charaAcr of a man. 
Having refted fome time, he rcfumed, I 
have not indulged my eyes with her dear 
refemblance fince my great afflidtions,— 
fhould heaven referve her for me, how 
will the little fervices 1 have rendered my 
fellow creatures be overpaid. — Do good 
James, reach me her pidture. 

Captain James was extremely for- 
ward to comply with this requeft, in or- 
der to make his friend amends for that 
pain, the preparatory deception of the 
letter to miis Parnel's introdudhon had 
occafioned him. 

But it had a very difFerent effcfl: to 
what he cxpedled. The Major fighed 

on 
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on receiving it, and having viewed it 
fomc time, — no, faid he, wiping bis face 
with his handkerchief, it is madncfs to 
flatter myfelf I (hall ever fee her more, 
except under fuch cruel circumftances 
as will forbid my thinking of her,— ^fuch 
a perfon cannot fail to excite admiration, 
—(he has but a flight dependence, — is 
of ^ condefcending gentle nature, — her 
hand, James, will undoubtedly be an- 
other's, whatever ftiare I may have ob- 
tained in her heart. — Oh, exclaimed he, 
raifing his voice to the utmoft his 
ftrength would admit, howafiiiding the 
recolledion is to me, that I omitted en- 
gaging her for myfelf before I left Eng- 
land! 

Upon my honor, faid captain James, 
your fears are groundlefs, 1 have not in- 
deed a letter to produce, but there is a 
perfon arrived upon the ifland that knows 
her well, and has frequently heard her 
make the mod aflpetftionate mention of 
you, — if you will but compofe yourfelf 
until you are fufficiently recovered to bear 
a long converfation upon fo intcrefting a 
fubjed, I will introduce him to you* 

Swear 
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Sv^EAK to mc, faid the Major, by the 
honor of a' man, that you do not now de- 
ceive' nrte, and I fiiall not only be fatif- 
fied, but in a great degree happy. 

Captain James gave him fuch ftrong 
affuranccrs that he no longer doubted his 
veracity, and liftencd to the account of 
his aunt's^ acquaintance with mifs Par- 
KEL with the hreheft delight. He wait- 
ed two whole days' without defiring to 
fee the ftranger, for fuch he fuppofed the 
p'crfon 10 be, in which time he made 
quicker advances towards his recovery, 
than in all the other preceding periods. 
And he at length began to beg he might 
be indulged, but the prudent captain 
James foearneftly befought him to wait 
till the expiration of two more days, that 
he confented on condition he ftiould be 
no longer trifled with. 

The Major was now able to give 
fome account of the fcenes he had been 
engaged in; he faid nothing, could be 
more fhocking to humanity than the bar- 
racks, the dead and dying mingled to- 
gether in horrid confufion. That it was 

Vol. .II. K owing 
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owing CO the floch and negligence of 
the nurfes, that the diftemper had raged 
with fuch fatal violence, and that he oe^- 
lieved he fhould have efcaped the infec^ 
tion if he had exerted himfclf jcf^, in re^ 
moving whatever was difagreeable, but 
16 be was convinced that there was no 
other means of extirpating the evil than 
b/ ftriking at ihe root, he was deter^? 
mined not to omit ix: that (hould he 
ever be capable of any £utuce command^ 
it fliould be a firft principle with him to 
vifit the hofpital or barracks, at lead: 
twice a week, to fee that the poor 
wretches had juftice done them.: nor 
would he rely upon any one's report, for 
why could not an officer. ufc the fame 
precautions, as the phyficians and fur- 
geons, who were feldomqr ey.er stacked 
by an epidemic diftemper,# 

<t 

The manufcript was fo blotted at this 
period, that for many fucceeding pages 
the author's meaning was in great mca- 
fure obfcuredjinfomuch that our proprie- 
tor could barely collcft,that the meeting 
between the Major and mifs Parnel 
might be much better conceived, than 
dcfcribcd, — that the French and Indians 

agreed 
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agreed to a ceffation of hoftilitics, and 
that they enjoyed thqmfelves very com- 
fortable for fome time: when a peace 
taking place^ this ifland that had been 
won and defended with fo much danger- 
a(id difficulty, was one of the firfl: ceded' 
to the enemy, the news of which (and' 
tranfports arriving for that purpofe) fobn 
conveyed this (battered fufFering corps, 
the worthy M:ajor, the amiable mifs 
Farnel, captain James, and the faithful 
Dixon once more to England. 

The author's track now becoming 
vifible, our proprietor gladly purfues it, 
and in the very words of the manufcripc 
adds, that 

Lady Hampton received them upon 
their arrival with a tendernefs nearly 
paternal, and difpatched an immediate 
cxprcfs to Mr. Parnel, with the happy 
news of his daughter's being once more 
reftored to him. 

Her ladylhip received an anfwer by 
the return of the meflenger from that 
gentleman, with proper acknowledge- 
ments for the ftiarc (lie took in his felicity, 
K 2 and 
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and informing her, that be would give 
himfelf the pleafuirrof feeing her in Ltm- 
doHj the earlieft moment poflibie, as he 
(hould be impatient to receive his Kit- 
ty, but would receive her as ufual, on 
her abfence from her home, from her 
tadylhip's own hands. 



C H A P. 
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Contains an extraordinary examination.^^ 
.Adifcovery of ^reat importance^ — with 
^farther injiance of ^r Arthur's un^ 
Jeelitig fioJjire. 

MR. JAMES CLIFFEN and 
his niece had enjoyed all the fa« 
.tisfadtion they promifed themfelves in 
lady Hampton and her daughter's coin- 
pany, and on hearing the Major was 
xeturned, with xnifs Cliffjbn in his 
hand, he haftened to congratulate that 
gentleman upon his amazing deliver*- 
ance^ and was highly pleafed with cap- 
Ttain Jam£S, and mifs Parnel. 

Captain Henry ftill remained at 
the 1/k of Wigbt^ and was pcrfedly ig- 
oorant of the merchant's prepoflcflion in 
his favor, until he received a letter froTi 
iis brother, requiring his immediate re- 
turn to town. 

Mr. Cliffen made no fecretof his 

4iU6ations» and was fo warmly encou- 

K 3 raged 
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raged by the Major to think well of 
captain Henry, and delighted with his 
agreeable defcHption both of his mind 
and perfont that he impatiently expedted 
his arrival. Lady Hampton begged 
the meeting might be at her hou(e, as fhe 
ihould take a particular pleafure in ob- 
ferving the natural effefts of i% extraor- 
dinary an interview, 

• Sir Arthur could not refufe fo tri- 
fling a requeft of a lady whofe relation 
had fo greatly obliged him, notwith- 
ftanding he was mortified at the parade» 
as it threatened his hopes with manyob- 
ftrudtions, if not a toul difappointment* 

Captain Henry at length arrived, 
and the expeftations of the whole party 
were raifed to the higheft pitch, — mifs 
Parnel was by no means an unintereft- 
ing perfon, notwithftanding both mils 
Cliffen and captain Henrv Crosb? 
were entire ftrangers to her, but love, 
gratitude, and the natural fcnfibility of 
her heart, had taught her to feel for the 
diftrcflcs of others^ 

TtJET 
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They were affemblcd at lady Hamp- 
ton's the third enfuing aftcrnpon, as 
captain James affured them his brother 
ivould not fairbeing in town by that pe- 
jriod, nor was he miftaken, — the young 
gcntlcnwn was very foon fhcwn into the 
apartment, where fir Arthur was the 
only prejudiced perfon in his disfavor. 

Captain Henry's 'counrenince was* 
greatly dejefted, his voice fcarcely arti- 
Culate^and the pleafure of meeting his 
brother aind friend, was entirely damped 
by the uncertainty of his fate. 

LfORD BRdMLEY With his ufual gracc 
and all the warmth of friendlhip, pre- 
fcntcd him to Mr. James Cliffem, wha 
ftarted in the utmoft .furprize and cQn* 
fufion* The Major was- the only pcr- 
Ibn who had fufficient prefcncc of mtndT 
to enquire into the caufe, 

I BEG this gentleman^s pardon, re-^ 
plied the merchant, endeavoring Ito re-' 
cover himfelf, and (baking captain Hen- 
EY kindly by the hind, blithe To ftrik- 
htgty refembies a' poor tiek>ved deceafedf 
K f brother 
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brother of mine, that I own my fclf great* 
ly difcampofed. 

Sir Arthur muttered loud enough 
to be heard by mifs Hampton^ fo his 
bufinefs is done already, if he does but 
{ancy him like Hl^(^RY|.he mult pleafe of 

courfc. 

luNDERSTAKD) fir, faid the merchant, 
addreffing captain H^nky with vlfible 
emotion, you are afln^onateljr attachod 
to my niece, I therefore determined (per- 
haps very whimfically) to have ^ .h\f\fi 
converfatibn with you, for though ^tjji 
by no means in my power to promifc yo\j 
fi^ccefs in that rcfpe^j if I. like the ac- 
count you give ot yourfclf, I Aopid be 
glad to ,b^ y ouyr friend. 

. I Ku 9iuch obliged to you for your 

?enerous intention, returned captain 
Ienry in a very low voice^ but if I am. 
to lofe mifs Cliffen, I am very indif- 
ferent concerning my fucccfs in every 
Other particular. 

Dp not let your idefpair, young gen- 
tleman^ faid Mr. Ci.iffjsn in an encou- 
raging 
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raging accent, prove your enemy. I feci 
myfelf greatly prejudiced in your favor, 
and perhaps things may turn out beuer 
than you cxpeft. 

I MUST befeech you, fir, returned cap- 
tain Henry, not to beftow one thought 
upon me, — I am fenfible I muft be 
wretched, and my prefumption in hav- 
iQg afpired to mifsCLiFF£N*s favor, will 
in the end be amply punifhed* 

Where does your family live?-— In 
what county was you born ? interrogated 
the merchant with uncommon earnefl:* 
nefs. 

I KNOW but little of myfelf, fir, re«- 
plied captain Henry. — Mine is a ro- 
mantic myfterious ftory, nor will I at- 
tempt to impofe myfelt upon you in a 
falfe light. I believe I was born in 
Somerfeijhke^ myfelf and brother were 
early placed at fchool, our board duly 
remitted, but we were continued when 
others broke up, and never knew the fe- 
licity of returning home. 

K R Sir 
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Sir Arthur untntndfiil of the conrr- 
'pany*s approbation of the young gentle- 
man, his connexion with the Major and 
every tie both of humanity and polite- 
nefs exclaimed with great acrimony, a 
]fine vagabond fon-in-law I (hould have 
'had, truly, if this match had taken place, 

• ' The Major was fhocked, mifs Clif- 
FEN changed countenance, captain Hen* 
Ry was difconcerted, and every fpeftator 
was in pain for him, but he refumed with 
a tolci-able grace. 

From fchool we were removed to the 
Univerfity for one twelvemonth only, — 
I had then attained my nineteenth year, 
' — a pair of colers were prefented me by 
a ftranger (I having been prcvioufly 
confultcd, refpefting my choice of a pro- 
feflion) and I have had one advancertient 
fince, — I am now a lieutenant. 

The baftard of fome nobleman, I will 
be fworn for it, cried fir Arthur ab- 
ruptly. 

Major 



Major Bromley bit his lips, captain 
James's countenance was in aflame, the- 
ladies were all concerned, and Mr. James 
CiiFFEN appeared infinitely dilTatisfied 
With his brother's behavior. 

Hi was indeed greatly mortified at 
his ill fuccefs, for he had entertained 
hopes» that the young gentleman's con-' 
nexions would ha ire juftified his efpou- 
ling his int^reft, and he had determined 
cither to teaze or footh his brother into 
compliance ; he therefore faid, rubbing 
his forehead with a diftrefled difappoint* 
cd air, it is very ftrange, fir, that you 
ibould have been left fo entirely in the 
dark refpedihg your origin. 

I HAVE but one light in my poflef- 
fion, returned captain Henry, and I 
have been often tempted to advcrtife it, 
it is my father's pifture — of very incbn- 
fiderable value in its felfj butfo remark- 
able, that I do not defpair of it fome time 
or other, leading me to a fortunate dif- 
covcry. "^ 

K 6 Have 
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tare to yoifr father bhii^new-year-a dayi Mj 
the ftrongcft efffai-t--»rtey mft; and he 
promifed to preferve it io his lateft ex- 
iftence, — he indeed fent thcea'trcafure, 
literally fpeaking^ when he fent thee that 
*— for I havem fartutie that will intitle 
you to foUicit youi' Gduffh's hand, whofc 
heart is year's already, — lady Hamp- 
ton, mifs, gentlemen, continued he, 
why do you not congratulate me ? 

This is my brother, firj faid captain 
Henry, taking captain James's band, 
oh let him (hare your afieftion, as I fee he 
now does my felicity. 

Another nephew, and my namefake 
too, faid Mr. James, his heart overflow- 
ing with pleaifurc ; then I am rich indeed f 

■ But brother, faid fir Arthur rather 
furlily, when you promife thefe new found 
relations fo ample a provifion, do not you 
forget a certain deed you figned fomc few 
weeks ago, in faror of my daughter. 

How can you be fo ungenerous and 
unfeeling, faid Mn James, as to mention 
it?— tI look upon it that is now of no 

force, 



foccti as this day*s difcovery has proved, 
I had no right to bellow fo many thou«^ 
fands upon one relation. 

We (hall try the validity of it, though; 
returned fir Arthur with a malicious 
grin, my family is not to fufFcr for your 
whims. Where is the girl ? cried he, look* 
ing round, I (hall now take her under my 
care, for if I am not miftaken, your 
young fparks will find you full employ* 
ment, fo faying, he haftily arofe, and or* 
dering his coach to the door, forced miis 
Cliffen into it, notwithilanding the in- 
treaties of the whole company, and drove 
off with her to her unfpeakabJe afliidlion. 
i— He thought there was now no longer 
neceffity for continuing the mafk, as 
wherfc there was nothing to lofe, there 
was nothing to fear. 

The merchant lamented his brother's 
unhappy avaritious difpofition, begged 
his nephews to be comforted,— promi- 
fing to do every thing in bis power for 

them. 

Miss Parnel was greatly concerned 
Tupon mifsCLiFFEN's account, nor could 

lord 
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Lady Hampton declared herfelf both 
ibocked 4md difgufled at the baronet's 
brhavior, -^fo brutal, — fo felfiih,*— &e 
Ittd hoped there were no fucfa charadem 
ID life. 

The merchant infifted upon both his 
f)tphews going home v^ith him, and beg- 
md lady Hampton would excufe his 
wpping with her, as his mind was in a 
very uneafy ftate, but promifcd to vifit 
her again very foon, made the Major a 
haadfome compliment ibr the kindneis 
lie had fliewn his relations, and faid he 
iras proud that James had diftinguifhed 
lumiclf in oiifs Park el's protedlion; 
Lady Hampton was unwilling to part 
with them, but. the merchant was fo 
carnaft to be gone, ihe was obliged to 
lx>nfent. 

Mr, James Cliffen read his ne- 
phew, now fir Henry, a moft inftruc^ 
tive lefture, upon patience and provi- 
dence, conjuring him by the paft, not to 
■ defpair 



defpair of the future, flattering both him 
and himfclf that all would yet be well. 

An apartcn^ftt W53 ordered to be pre- 
pared for them, and they now for the firft 
time, enjoyed the felicity of , an Almoft pa* 
lewal roof. 






CHAP. 
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j 

Cmifmns the concluding fane^ which is ly no 
means barren of events. — The proprietor 
takes his leave^ — with aftroke of mora- 
lity that winds up the whole affair^ that 
it is fuppofed the author was at fern 
pains in moulding to hispurpofe. 

IN confidcration of fir Henry's fati- 
guing journey they retired early to 
their apartments. 

The merchant however found himfelf 
but little difpofcd tofleep; his mortifica* 
tion refpefting the fatal deed he had fo 
voluntarily executed, being quite as much 
as he could bear. 

Anxiety and a doubtful kind of 
hope preyed upon fir Henry*s mind, — • 
a variety of pleafing and unpleafing inci- 
dients upon captain James's, until the 
watch had gone one o'clock, when they 
were alarmed with a violent knocking at 
the door. 

The 
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The merchant arofe in order to learn 
the caufc of fuch confufion and difturb'- 
ancc, when he was furprifed to fee Jacob 
and his brother Joe (mentioned in the 
beginning of this hiftory) afcending the 
'ft^irs with great noife and precipitation* 

O vouR honor, cried Jacob, we are 
ftli undone, — my young lady is in fits, 
and fir Arthur has, lord have mercy 
upon us, fir, but my mafter has (hot him* 
•fclf* 

The merchant. hurried into his apail^ 
ment ; and, throwing himfcif upon the 
bed, was with difficulty^ kept from 
fainting. 

It feems that wretched gentleman ort 
his return home, having tormented his 
daughter for fome time, finding his own 
thoughts very troublefome to nim, had 
recourfe to his ufual remedy, a brandy 
bottle in order to difpel them. He had 
heated his brain to a violent degree, when 
Joe unexpededly made his appearance, 
iiaving rid pofi: with a letter for him from 
bis fteward. Sir Arthur broke the 



feal with great impatience, and read to 
hu utter confufion, that his fine feat in 
J^arwict^irevizs burnt down, — but by 
«the induftry of his tenants and fervants^ 
iiis place, cafh, and papers had efcaped 
4hc 49ame$. 1 hat the^ were all lodged 
in the vicar's hands, wl&ohad publicly re- 
ported a codicil moft undoubtedly an- 
jiexed to fir Christoi^he^Is mil at his 
decea£r, reAnoking all ihe had^lone to the 
^ifadvamage of his £>4 UiEmry^ provided 
either he or any of his iflTue iurvived 
him, — that it was his intention to adr 
vertife for fir Henry, and fet forth his 
]f»iQ^&,^t large in^pipi^blic p^era. 

\ Sin AsirrwJiBi mfm outmgooM i^poa 
the occalion, curfed his own tolly in not 
deftroying the fatal paper, and going haf- 
jtily into his ck>fet, 4i((>at)cl»ed liHxifelf 
without farther; deliberation* 

; Wmisi the morphant ha^ in/fomc mcay 
iVirc ffBcpvercdhimfclf, he advifrd his ne* 
iphews to take a carriage and imxnediat^- 
Jy convey their coufin frpsA that fceneof 
htQfrpr, if it was.pofilble ifor Aer to (be 
fi^vtd^ wb^flh ti^qf accordiiiigly perform* 

Cda 



€d, notwithftanding the night was fo far 
aidvanced. 

Mr. Jambs Cliffeis put- himfelf ear- 
ly' the next morning into a hackney- 
coach, ordering the man to drive to lady 
Hampton's. 

Her ladyfliip was greatly fhocked.to 
hearoffir AR>i*HDrR-S'milerabIe fate, but 
faidcvcry^ thing her good* fenfe aind rclfr- 
^ori could dlftaec to reconcile Him^* 
to it. 

When the merchant became a< little'^ 
comfpofed, I am forry fir, faid herUrdy-' 
IMp, that your h^art is* np- better dif- 
pofcd for an agreeiBle furprize, thart I 
am fenfible it muft bfc at prefcnt, for this' 
lady continued Ihe, taking mifs Bar-" 
ijel's hand, and prefcnting her to the' 
merchant, has likewife a tender claim to'' 
your afFeftions, but in order to unravel 
the myftcry, I have another ftrangcr in 
ftore who cannot only account for every' 
circumftance relating to her, but likewifc' 
her brothers, your newly difeovcred ne- 
phews liveSi 

The 
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The fatigue and difappointmcnts tnifs 
Parnel had endured, had in great mea- 
Ture deprived her of her re&mblance of 
noifs Cliffen^ fo that Mr. James was 
quite at a lois for her ladyfhip's meaning; 
until the appellations of brothers efcaped 
her. 

The paerchant had juil faluted his' 
niece when Mr. Parnel made his ap- 
pearance, and addreffing Mr. James* 
Cliffen, faid, I am verv glad fir, it is in 
my power to procure lo worthy a pro- 
te&or, for that well meriting child and 
her brothers, as 1 am now fenfible you 
will how prove to them, and had I been: 
acquainted with your difjpofition and abi- 
lities to fervc them, I would have difclo- . 
fed the fecret of their birth many years 
ago, but I am far from apprehending 
either the one or the other. 

My name, fir, continued he, as they 
refumed their feats, is Robikson, it was 
my nusfortune to be educated with the , 
flattering expectations of a handfome 
fortune, but my. poor miftakcn uncle 
thought ^^s&gcr to change his mind ; and, 

turning 



turning me adrift with five hundred 
pounds in my pocket, bcftowed. both his 
pcrfon and fortune, upon a very worchlefit , 
young woman. I fuppofe I need not tell 
you that it was my fifter your brother 
married, for you undoubtedly remember 
that particular, and that it was I chat wa& 
their only confidant and affiftant in the 
execution of their fc he me of retiring from 
the knowledge of all their friends. Hi& 
afieftion fqrliis wife W48 not in the leajfb 
diminifliedj by the misfortune his unioif 
with her was produ6tive of, but in a lit^ 
tie village in Somerjetjhirey confining their 
wifties within the narrow limits of their 
flender income, they enjoyed a felicity, 
affluence is frequently a ftfanger to. 
Soon after their happy eftablilhrtenr, mj 
difappointments began to give me a dif* 
tafte to every connexion but that of true 
friendihip ; a young perfon I had long 
loved, and 1 intended ihould have par- 
ticipated my ample (voluntarily offered 
to ftiare my contradted) fortune, accord- 
ing to the example of your brother; we 
affumed another name, that nothing 
might occur to our rememberancc in the 
happy intercoui fe we, had with each other 
to caufe us chagrin or mortification. 

I bad 
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I had ftixtt m)r chitdfaobd had zif indi- 
jia^ioA ibr thfat particfuUr briincih of 
fhidy that conftituces an engineer, I ap- 
plied myfeif very doft to iCf 4ioi^ in • my" 
day of adverfity, as my only dep€ndaRcer 
or means of relief, and had iKo reiafcm ^ 
complain of my fUccefs; Watn we kafd 

Eaflad four years in the mofl: rational 
appinefs, mjr fifter was unfortunately 
taken offidit had brought ybur' brother 
i^efe three children, and thargbod girl 
(iiiohofe connexion with m^ in the fallen 
eharafter of noy daughter, has brought 
into fo many dangers and diffiiculcy) w^s 
barely then four months old; 

YotTHl brother fent immedi«cly f&r 
me,! and- intreated I would take his littJe 
Kitty unddc ifty care, and would infift 
upon* lodging five hundred pounds in 
my hinds for her ufe, even from her 
infancy. 

I AM fenfible, faid he, of my incapa-^ 
city to educate a female; the moft tender 
father cannot fupply the material cha- 
rafter to an infant of her fex, I know* 
your wife*s difpofition fo well that Kit- 
yt's innocent engaging aftions will fix 

her 
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her afFedion, and both my child and t 
fliall be happy in fuch a friend. My 
boys, continued he, will find me fufficicnc 
employment; but I conjure you, as yotf 
value mine or my family's peace, ncvei? 
to betray the particulars of my connex- 
ions to any of them, as fuch a difcovery 
could only be produftive of the unhappy 
confequence, of rendering them diffatis- 
ficd with their humble lot, nor ever re- 
veal to her that (he is not related to yoU 
by the tendereft tyc. 

I complied moft willingly with this re-^ 
queft, and had the infant immediately 
conveyed to my wife, who gladly received 
her, and as wc have never had any chil- 
dren of our own, the affeftion, her inno** 
cence, tcndcrnefs^ and impartial bbedi^ 
ence infpired us with, was little inferior td 
the feelings of nature. 

Oi;r brother was not fo happy as. to 
live to fee the fuccefs of his fchcmc, for 
walking out late one evening by the fide 
of a river he caught a quinfey which cai<- 
ried him off in a few days, within the 
twelvemonth from my filler's departure. 
The boys were then of an age to be 

Vol; II. L placed 
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placed at a little fchool, where they con- 
tinued until I made intcreft to fix them 
upon the foundation at Eion% I had the 
fatisfaftion to hear frequently of their 
promifing abilities, by means of a gen- 
tleman who ufed to convey them fuch 
fmall remittances as I was able to make 
them, but as I was not at liberty accord- 
ing to the folemn promife my brother 
extorted from me to inform them from 
whence they w^re derived ; I declined in- 
viting them to fpcnd any time with me, 
left their fifter (hould engage their appro- 
bation in fuch a manner as to render 
an explanation inevitable. I own 1 fent 
Henry his father's pidure, which I 
found in his bureau after his deceafe as a 
ftimulative, and was not without hopes, 
that two fanguine young fellows would 
make fuch advantage ot that fingle cir- 
cumftance, at one time or other of their 
lives as Ifecretly wifliedthey might, and 
the event has juftified my expeftation. 

Their further converfation with the 
mutual congratulations of the company 
were fo blotted in the manufcript, ths^t 
our proprietQr was unable to give them 

in 
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in the author's own words, and therefore 
would not introduce by any meaaa. 

The author in fome fucceeding pages 
takes an opportunity of moralizing upon 
the viciffitudes of life, and fays pretty ju- 
dicioufly (though rather tritely) that as 
both rough and fmooth incidents are the 
inevitable portion of mortality, that we 
ought not either to be too much depreff- 
cd by the one or elated by the other, as ic 
is impoflible for us to judge what the next 
hour may produce. 

His meaning became a third time 
very obfcure, infomuch that all our pro- 
prietor could col left, was an account of 
the whole groupc in the following man- 
ner : 

That lord Bromley and mifs Kittt 
Cliffen (formerly mifs Parnel) wci»e 
happily united, as likeWife fir Henr«' 
Cliffen and his coufm. 

That captain James, (hocked at the 

confequenccs his idle vivacity might but 

too probably have produced, as he would 

really have married his auoc^ rather than 

L z Aot 
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not have fcrved his brother^ became ib 
reformed in his condu(5t and fcntiments, 
that lady Hampton gladly bellowed her 
^^dftughter upon him, and that her lady- 
:ihip and the merchant found their felicity 
in that of their children. 

That the worthy Dixon and Mri. 
DotLY, notwithftanding the difparity of 
their ages, agreed to make a match of it, 
and were nobly provided for by their 
^ood friends^ lord Bromlev and mib 
Cliffen. 

That Joe Succeeded Dixo» in lord 
BltOMLsy's iervice, ais he had proroi 
.faioifelf in many inAances to have a va- 
luable heart, and that gentleman was t^ 
no means unwilling to truft to time for 
wearing off his rufticity, and improving 
iiis knowledge, and that Jacob was fixed 
with fir Henry. 

That Mr. and Mrs. Peterson con- 
tinued in the fame wrangling ftrain, nor 
was there the leaft profpeft of a favorable 
change in their difpofitions. 

That fir Arthur's body was dejx).- 
rfitcd in the family fault in fFarwickJhire^ 

where 
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where his memory was dcfpifed by all that 
knew him. 

That captain Farrell prevailed 
upon Mrs, Straight to bear witnefi 
againft her lady with refpeft to her pro- 
mife of marriage, — that lady Mary 
flood the litigation and was caft, — that 
Ihe was frantic with difappointment and 
vexation, — when, lo! a decent gentlewo- 
man appeared (the noife of this affair 
having reached her) and by proving her 
prior claim to the noble captain, delivered 
her ladylhip's perfon and fortune from 
his ruffian paws, and deprived Mrs, 
Straight not only of her promifed re- 
ward, but her intended hufband, the gay 
Mr. Spruce,— and that her ladyfhip was 
fo harraflcd by her law-fuit, and the vio- 
lence of her paffions, that (he gave evi- 
dent proofs of infanity, which entirely 
put it out of her power to difpofe of her 
fortune, which the Major became in- 
titled to by her death fome few years 
after. 

The author then concludes with this 
moral, which he puts in the merchant's 
mouth on his obferving the happinefs of 
his family; 

I EXHORT 
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I I XXHORT you, my friendj^ and chiU 

f drcn, to pcrfcverc in the fame track to the 

{ end of your exiftence, yow have hitherto 

I _purfued, for notwithftanding we do not 

always obtain our wiflies by a proper 
{ conduft, the confcioufnefs of well doing 

• and well meriting, can extraft the fting 

\ from our difappointments, and enhance 

the value of our greateft enjoyments. 



FINIS, 



